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ing with family and friends in Sauk County, was the wife of Mr. Charles
H. Lee of Baraboo. One of her former pastors wrote for publication in a
local paper the following tribute:

"A beautiful complete life has closed. A more beautiful, more corn-
plete life has begun in that land to which we all journey. No sermon,
no eulogy, could express the beauty and joy of living a good life so well
as the simple narrative of Ida M. Hoadley, daughter of Elias and Mary
Hoadley.

"She was born in Vermont September 11, 1856. She had lived on
the place where the Lee home now stands since about 1860, and was mar-
ried in the old home April 10, 1884.

"Her character, made up of a kindness which embraced the whole
world and sustained by a calm, unflinching courage, was a rare combina-
tion. Her husband, who was a great student of history and an. ardent
admirer of General Grant, often said that her wonderful courage and
fortitude was like that of the great General.

"She made such a home that her husband found no other place so
attractive, and in his spare time was always to be found there. And
when business called him away she often accompanied him. She was wife
and comrade to him. To her children she was all that a mother could be.
The world will be better because her daughters grew up with the example
of her quiet, dignified well doing. And how well we all remember her
pride and joy in her little son. And when he became grievously afflicted
by sickness and all others, gave up hope, she maintained her same calm
courage and nursed him back to health.

"Those who watched her go through such trials came to realize that
indeed 'They who wait upon the Lord shall renew their strength.' Verily
'her children rise up to call her blessed and her husband also he praiseth
her.'

"She was a charter member of the South Side church. It was her
hope and prayer that a church might be maintained in that part of the
city. To say that she was a faithful member, a hard worker and a regular
attendant expresses, but part of the real influence she had upon that
church. Her.very attitude spoke encouragement to the work and workers.
Her pastors look back today and remember that there never was any-
thing but good cheer and helpfulness in her work in the church, and
many a friend who worked with her remembers that there was no sting
in her friendship. She somehow always found time to help the needy
and comfort the sorrowing. Many remember when -she stood by the open
grave where someone had laid their heart's dearest hopes, and quietly
spoke words of cheer and encouragement that were sorely needed. Some-
one whose life was saved from wreck, explained it by saying, 'I had a
friend.' More than one whose life was uplifted by the influence of Mrs.
Lee may well say, 'I also had a friend.'

"When the time came that she succumbed to illness she displayed the
same unwavering courage that had marked her care of others. All that
medical science could do was done, all that loving hearts could conceive
and willing hands do was done, but to no avail-her life's mission was
accomplished. And as one preparing for a journey she told her sorrow-
ing husband that 'all was well,' and calmly made all plans for her
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departure, remembering in detail the comfort of every one. And so a-
beautiful life ended early on Sunday morning, August 26. As her spirit
took its flight to the triumphant life the sun broke forth in all its glory-
a fitting emblem of the glorious ending of a life of which we must all
say, 'well done.' "

There were many other tributes expressed at the time of the funeral
that reveal as well as human expression can the appreciation of a beautiful
and loving nature. It is only appropriate that some of these expressions
should be here gathered together as, a permanent memorial.

In the closing words of his address Rev. Mr. Irish said: "I would
like to say, but I need not, to those who mourn especially today, some
word of comfort, but I am sure that the very character of this dear heart
is sufficient; that the life she led will bring them peace in the day time,
peace in the night time and in their various trials and cares as they go
out and go on they shall realize somehow that she still helps them, that
she still loves them, and that love can never, never die. May God bless
each of the members of this home and help the children to emulate the
dear woman they loved so. long and so well."

Rev. Mr. Jones, whose published sketch has already been quoted, was
also one of the speakers at the final services and his address in part is
as follows:

"I deem it a privilege to have the opportunity of saying just a word
in these rites, near the body of one whom we all love. I have learned
this in my experience; that a'few beautiful families make a beautiful.
church-a beautiful church in all its societies-and without a few beau-
tiful families I have found it impossible to have a beautiful church
society.

"I learned very early in my pastorate here of a very few very beau-
tiful families, and one was here, and the center of this family, I soon
found, was Mrs. Lee, and I found that the beauty that radiated from
Mrs. Lee centered and concentered in her life and radiated from her life.

'.'I will never forget the first one to call upon us when we came,
lonely, in a strange town. A little girl came with a basket of red apples
that smiled they were so red, and that little girl's face was so radiant'
and beautiful that the sun seemed to have risen in its glory on that little
face of that beautiful girl. And she camne to Mrs. Jones and she said:
'Mama sent these to you,' and she answered her, 'But who is your mama ?
'Why,' she said, 'Mrs, Lee.' And I have found in the four years' pas-
torate that the same token was present. When a word of cheer was needed
she was always there ready to cheer. She seemed to know just how and
just when, and all through those four years instead of being less, always
more. And so today we have only beautiful things to think about Mrs.
Lee. Why I could not think anything but beautiful things about her
beautiful life that I had four years of acquaintance with and the blessed
privilege of working with her in the Kingdom of our God. They told
me among the first things they said about Mrs. Lee that she was the most
beautiful woman in Bariaboo, but I learned the more I knew her. how
much more true it was than I believed, and I have learned more and more
that the beautiful woman is the beautiful soul, 'and I learned that she had
a beautiful soul, and of course she could not but do and say beautiful
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things and compel us to say: 'What a beautiful life,' and I think we are
all saying that today and how nice it is to say that, and I wish we would
always repeat down through the years 'How beautiful was her life.' 1
believe we will be compelled to say as we shall remember her from time-
to time, 'What. a beautiful life she lived.'

"She could not do an unkind thing; she never learned how, for some-
reason or other, but she learned so well to do those kind things; those
things that would make you feel happy and comfortable and glad; glad
you are living; made you feel that life is really worth living. I am so
glad that my life means more to, me because I had her acquaintance for
those few years while we labored in the work of our Master.

"Sir Galahad it was that said these words. I think we ought to say
them today. He said: 'I had the strength of ten because my heart was.
pure.' I wondered how she could stand so, much, how she could do so
much, and yet be lovely and Sir Galahad had the secret. 'My strength
was as the strength of ten because my heart was pure.' Then that other
poetical line:

'The night has a thousand eyes;
The day but one

Yet the light of the whole world dies,
At set of sun.

The mind has a thousand eyes; .
The heart has but one

Yet the light of a whole life dies
When love is done.'

"I am so glad that with her love was never done. So now we say
today that her life will shine right on more and more."

In conclusion should be quoted also the words of the pastor, Rev. Mr.
Weed:

"While I cannot speak of the days of her activity, I can speak of
the.hours of her suffering. We getnew ideas of values, the purposes of
life become more clear, more definite when we come into contact with a life
and death like this. Why need we suffer? Why need we serve? But
as we look at the life of Mrs. Lee we know that these beautiful things
which have been truly said have been compelled .by the inner service that
this character has been able to perform. I think that is the secret of her
beauty, the beauty of her life; that everywhere she somehow saw an
opportunity to serve somebody in some way. I think that has been the
remarkable testimony that has come to me as I have visited among people
and they have inquired how Mrs. Lee was. Then the comment on her
life: 'She was such a good woman; so thoughtful of other people.'

"How'prone we are to rebel when life's struggles are upon us, when
the hard things of life come to us; and yet it is only when these hours.
of trial and testing come that we find the opportunity for the develop-
ment of character that makes life worth while after all. And just this
word to the family that has, during these months, yes, years, been suffer-
ing the anguish of an expectancy; that expectancy o;f the time that now
is. Helpless, she has needed care-much care. Could anything be more
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lovingly bestowed than that was bestowed? I think not. And after all,
the greatest privilege that has come to the lives, of these children of hers,
the greatest blessing is the chance to pay back a little bit of the care and
affection that had been expended upon them in their childhood. It is
a blessed thing, this matter of service, this ability to serve one another;
to take the burdens that we bear and share them together. It's a. won-
derful thing-this matter of trial and distress and anguish when the
spirit of the Master comes into it all. It somehow is like an unfolding
bud, that, when it has burst into its full beauty, is full of the glory of
the sunshine. Just as God has kissed into light it has blushed in its
beauty to express His affection. So our lives have the possibility of blos-
soming in the time of testing and trial. This life'went out, I think, the
most beautifully that I ever beheld. I have been at many death beds and
seen many pass out into the other life but the sweetness of Sister Lee's
faith was a very precious thing.

"Just a few days ago in calling, before she had lost her power of
speech, after a few moments of prayer in which her heart seemed to
rejoice, I asked her how she was and she said: 'The love of Jesus can
make a dying bed as soft as a downy pillow.' Characteristic. She loved
the words of Tennyson, and I am glad to fulfill the request that these be
read. They coincide with the spirit of this departed life and somehow
seem to express just as she would like to express the desire in the journey
home.

'Sunset and evening star,
And one clear call for me,

And may there be no moaning of the bar,
When I put out to sea..

But such a tide as moving seems asleep,
Too full for sound and foam,

When that which drew from out the boundless deep
Turns again home-

'Twilight and evening bell,
And after that the dark

And may there be no sadness of farewell,
When I embark;

For, though from out our bourne of time and place
The flood may bear me far,

I hope to see my Pilot face to face
When I have crossed the bar.'

"And she did. If anybody doubts: the reality of the power of Jesus
Christ to reveal Himself, if I could bring you into the life of this woman
as she made the transition from earth to heaven, you could not longer
doubt, for she saw Him-she knew Him. He was with her and she went
home. She made one last request. It's a request that I'd like to send
home. I think only its repetition will send it home. 'Tell my friends
to sell all and buy the pearl of great price.' That was her message, and
it has eternal truth wrapped up in it."
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FERDINAND KELLER, a resident of Honey Creek Township and a
veteran of the Civil war, has been a resident of Sauk County more than
sixty years, and with his own eyes witnessed the transformation of the
woods and prairies of that section into a broad landscape of fertile farms.

Mr. Keller was born in Switzerland in 1843, a son of Ferd and Rosena
(Stulke) Keller. He was twelve years of age when the parents left their
native land and, seeking the better opportunities of America, arrived in
Sauk City and afterward established a home in Honey Creek Township.
At that time they acquired the farm where Ferdinand Keller now resides.
It was nearly all wild lands and the father went through many years of
hard labor in redeeming his share of the wilderness and in establishing a
home. The parents spent the rest of their days on the farm, where the
father died in 1881 and the mother in 1888. They'had a very large
family, fifteen children, eight of whom are still living. A brief record
of the family is as follows: Lena, a widow, living in Colorado; Ferdi-
nand; Henry, who died in Italy when young; Herman, who died at the
age of eighteen; Albert, who died in 1887, at the age of thirty-nine;
Emma, Mrs. F. A. Harter, a widow, living in Chicago, where her husband
died two years ago; Emilia, unmarried and living with her brother
Ferdinand; Emil, who died young; Edward, unmarried and living at
Amboy, New Jersey; Alfred, single, and a resident of Colorado; Minnie,
Mrs. F. A. Fetz, living in Colorado; Mark, who died at the age of two
years; Otto, who died at the age of twenty; Richard, who is married and
lives in Colorado; and the fifteenth child died in infancy. Ten of these
children were ratives of Switzerland, while five were born in Sauk
County. All the children grew up on the old homestead.

At the place where he now resides Ferdinand Keller had most of the
associations of his youth from the age of twelve, and he acquired some
education in the local schools. At the age of eighteen he enlisted for
service in the Union army with Company D of the Ninth Wisconsin
Infantry, and spent three years with his regiment, doing his duty faith-
fully, participating in many hard fought battles, and returning home
at the age of twenty-one with a well-earned meed of glory as one who
had fought for the preservation of the Union.

After his war service he settled down to work on his father's farm,
and was part of the family household until the age of forty, when he
married Miss Fredericka Block. Mrs. Keller died seventeen years ago.
She was the mother of one child, Herman, now twenty-one years of age,
and has assumed most. of the responsibilities of managing the home place.

Mr. Keller's farm comprises 220 acres and it is devoted to! general
farming and stock raising. Most of the land was cleared during the
active years his father lived here, though Mr. Keller himself shared in
that hard labor and knows the toils and vicissitudes of pioneering. In
the early days oxen were used almost exclusively to do the plowing and
even the hauling of produee and six oxen made! a team for drawing a
plow through the stubborn soil. Mr. Keller also recalls the old time
agricultural implements used in harvesting grain, the sickle and the
cradle. He has swung these implements himself many hot and weary
days in the field and has, bound up the grain by hand. Mr. Keller's father
served as clerk of the local school board in the, early times and the son
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has also been school clerk for two years. He is a member of the church
at Black Hawk.

ELIAS D. KING has spent practically every day of his life in Sauk
County. It is his. birthplace and was the environment in which he grew
up, and in which the best efforts of his life have been expressed.

He was.born on a farm in the Township of Sumpter in 1851. His
birthplace is only an eighth of a, mile from his present residence. He is
a son of Solomon and Ursula S. (Buck) King. His father was born in
Ohio in 1818 and his mother was, born in Lebanon, New Hampshire, in
1819. Grandfather King was twice married. By his first wife he had
nine children, and he then married a widow, Polly Fox, who also had
nine children. Of this second marriage there was another child born,
Reuben F.

Solomon King came to Sauk County with his father and mother in
1843. In the same year Ursula S. Buck had come to Madison, Wisconsin,
with her sister, and on March 1.9, 1846, she came to Sauk County and
in the same year was married to Mr. King. He then located at King's
Corners in Sumpter Township, and in connection with their farm they
conducted a hotel or wayside inn for about eight years. That was before
railroads were built and when all transportation and traffic went over-
land. Their house was the headquarters for the stage coaches and many
travelers were entertained there. They also furnished lodging and board
to the teamsters in the pineries. For their crops they were paid only
twenty-five cents a bushel for wheat after hauling it over the rough
roads, with ox teams, to Milwaukee. The grain was cut with cradles
and was threshed out with flails. Gradually various improvements came
into use and the King family has always kept up with this advance and
gradually substituted horses for oxen and power machinery for the old
hand methods. When the Kings located at King's Corners Indians still
lived about in the county and nearly all the country was new and
unbroken. Solomon King spent years in clearing up his land. Besides
farming and keeping tavern he also followed his trades as a gunsmith
and carpenter and had a shop on his farm, where he was busily employed
during the winter seasons. In 1857 he built a new homne, where his son
Elias now resides. Solomon- King had sawed most of the timbers that
went into the construction of that building, including boards and shingles.
Within this more comfortable shelter he passed his remaining years and
died in 1869. His widow lived theie until F'ebruary, 1893.. She was
appointed the first postmistress of the postoffice of King's Corners, and
subsequently Elias D. King served as postmaster for six years, from 1888
to 1894.

Mr. Elias D. King was married in 1893 to Mrs. Ella (Brooks) Haynes.
Mrs. King by her former husband had three children: Raymond Earl
Haynes, who died in 1889; Myrta. E., wife of Fred Zantow; and Mabel
A., Mrs. Charles Watkins, both of which families live on farms in
Sumpter Township.

Mr. Elias D. King was reared and educated in Sauk County, and
at the age of twenty-one began farming as a renter. He rented the home
place five years and then spent some time in Nebraska. On returning to
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Sank County in 1888 he again began farming the home place and also
conducted the operation of a. threshing outfit in the harvest time and in
winter operated a, saw mill. He was well known as a thresherman and
went about over the country district during the harvest seasons for nine
years. He also conducted a saw mill for about seven years. In later
years Mr. King has been successfully engaged in general farming and
stock raising. He has about eighty-seven acres of land and does nearly
all the work himself.

Besides his. position as postmaster he served as, path master two years
and'as justice of the peace for two terms. His. parents were active mem-
bers of the Methodist Church. His mother had three brothers who became
Methodist ministers in New York, and the oldest brother had a son who
is now preaching in California.

GEORGE P. HANSON has for many years been identified with those
solid activities that make up the agricultural and business resources of
Sauk County. He is now living retired in the City of Baraboo, though
he still keeps an active interest in business and other affairs.

Mr. Hanson was born in Delton Township of Sauk County April,15,
1866, and is a son of Asa and Jane (Morey) Hanson. His father was
born in Vermont in 1820 and his mother in New Hampshire May 15,
1837. They were married in the East, and settled in Sauk County during
the latter '50s, locating in Delton Township. Asa Hanson left the farm
to assist in the construction of one of the railroads through Sauk County,
and while in that work contracted smallpox, which brought. about his
death. All the children were afflicted with the same disease. He and his
wife had five children: Albert, Olin, Wilbur, Laura Jane and George P.

George P. Hanson grew up on a farm, attended the common schools
and eventually acquired a farm of 200 acres in Fairfield Township, and
also one of 100 acres. He owned and operated that large place until
1916, when he sold out. Since January, 1913, he has lived in Baraboo
and in 1914 he bought his present residence at 321 Fifth Street. Mr.
Hanson, supports the prohibition party in politics. He is a member of
the Good Templars and the Beavers Society and is an active member of
the Baptist Church. He and his wife for over twenty years sang in the
choir of the old Baptist Church in their country community, close to theii
farm.

Mr. Hanson assisted in organizing the Farmert's Co-operative Creanm-
ery Company of Fairfield. This. was a small plant and has since been
consolidated with the Excelsior Co-operative Creamery Company located
at Baraboo, the largest creamery industry in the county, with about six
hundred patrons. Mr. Hanson was also one of the organizers of the
first telephone company in the county.

On March 16, 18.87, he married Miss Elizabeth Dustin, who was born
in Fairfield Township September 20, 1867. She is a. daughter of Miles
and Sylvia. (Holden) Dustin. Her father was born in New York State
in 1841 and came to Sauk County with his parents in the early days. His
people lived in Webster Prairie, but his parents died in Northern Wis-
consin, near the center of the cranberry industry. Miles Dustin was a
miller, merchant and farmer, also drove stage in the early days, and at
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one time was identified with the pioneer hop growing industry of Sauk
County. He died in 1900. His wife, Sylvia Holden, was born in Ohio
in 1849, a daughter of Henry S. and Elizabeth (Cowles) Holden. Eliza-
beth Cowles was a daughter of Alpheus Cowles, who came to Sauk County
with his daughter and spent his last years here. Henry S. Holden served
three years as a Union soldier and located at Baraboo. while the war was
still in progress. Later he moved to a farm in Fairfield Township, and
his last days were spent in the home of Mr. and Mrs. Hanson, where he
died January 25, 1913, at the age of eighty-seven. At the time of his
death Henry S. Holden was the head of five generations, having a great-
great-grandchild. His wife had died many years before him. He out-
lived all his own children, and Mrs. Hanson was the oldest of his grand-
children. Mrs. Hanson had only one brother, Charles Edgar, now living
at Stratford in Marathon County, Wisconsin. Mrs. Hanson's mother
died in 1870.

Mr. and Mrs. Hanson have five children. Grace is the wife of Richard
Herwig, a farmer near Kilbourn, Wisconsin, and their children are
Gordon,-Kenneth, Phyllis, Edith, Meta and Chester. Miles, the second
child, died in 1902, at the age of fifteen. Clinton lives in Cleveland, Ohio.
Homer is a senior in the Baraboo High School, and the youngest of the
family is Claude, a junior in the high school.

PAUL NEITZEL. There are found young men who at the opening of
their business careers declare that in modern times there are no more
real opportunities. Such may well consider the case of Paul Neitzel,

'who is one of Sauk County's men of wealth and importance, and thereby
learn, perhaps, the secret of not only properly seeking for these obscure
business opportunities but also of finding them. When a young man
starts out, as did Paul Neitzel, with no superior educational advantages
to help him, with no capital and no influential friends to further his
cause, and yet far within the usual space of time covered by the activities
of the ordinary man honestly accumulates a goodly portion of a town-
ship's acreage, his methods may well be worth following and emulating.

Paul Neitzel was born in Germany, January 9, 1863. His parents
were Frederick and Johanna Neitzel, who came to the United States and
reached Sauk County, Wisconsin, in 1882, joining their son Paul, who
had come here in the fall of the previous year. They were no longer
young people and the strain of the long voyage and the severing of old
ties proved too much for the father to bear and his death occurred ten
days after reaching Sauk County, his age being sixty-five years. The
mother.survived for five years, her death occurring July 2, 1887, also
aged sixty-five years. They had twelve children, as follows: 'Bertha,
Pauline, Julius, Augusta, Fred, Hannah, Paul, August, Frances, Emma,
Richard and an infant unnamed. Of these three live in America, Paul,
Fred and Richard.

Paul Neitzel received his education in the public schools of his own
country. It was his desire from boyhood to become independent as a
farmer and this was not p.ossible in his section at that time and thus it
was that he turned his eyes to the United States and resolved to come
here and through hard work, if need be, acquire some of the valuable

,,
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land in Wisconsin that needed only careful cultivation to become unbe-
lievably productive. In 1881 he reached Taylor County, in the following
year settled in Sauk County and by 1884, though industry and frugal
living, had saved enough to buy eighteen acres of land in the south-
western corner of Baraboo Township. In 1894 he went to Greenfield
Township and bought eighteen a.res and lived on that property for
seven years and then bought 200 acres, his present home place in Baraboo
Township, to which in 1917 he added 120 acres adjoining, lying in
Delton Township. Mr. Neitzel has not -been satisfied with the mere
acquisition of land, its highest possible improvement has also been his
object. He has put up handsome, commodious buildings with modern
conveniences installed and on his home farm he has had a silo con-
structed that has a capacity of 1201 tons. He carried on general farming,
understanding his business in a scientific way, and gives a great deal of
attention to his high grade stock. His. Shorthorn cattle and Percheron
horses are features at many exhibitions and command high prices on the
market. The prosperity that has come to! him is the direct result of
intelligent industry and wholesome manner of living.

Mr. Neitzel was married March 9, 1884, to Miss Bertha Mielke, who
was born in Germany in 1862. Her parents were Ferdinand and Fred-
ricka Mielke, natives of Germany who came to Wisconsin and settled in
Baraboo Township, Sauk County, in 1870. The father of Mrs. Neitzel
died in 1891, at the age of seventy-six years. Her mother spent her last
years: with Mr. and Mrs. Neitzel, dying here in January, 1904, when aged
eighty-one years. Of their eleven children all died in Germany except
three, William, Lena and Bertha, who is Mrs. Neitzel. To Mr. and Mrs.
Neitzel the following children have been born: Richard, who is deceased;
Edward, who resides at home; Carl, who is a farmer in Delton Township,
married Hazel Springer and they have two children, Kenneth and Doro-
thy May; Alice, who married Albert. Zimmerman, and they have one
child, Esther; and Stella, Harry, Mabel, Paul, Catherine and John, all
of whom reside with their parents.

As may be inferred, Mr. Neitzel has always been a very busy man,
but has never been too much occupied with his own concerns to forget
his responsibilities as a good citizen. He votes with the republican party
and has served three years in the office, of township treasurer and is
serving his second year as assessor. With his family Mr. Neitzel belongs
toiothe Methodist Episcopal Church.

HENRY JAMES FARNUM. The County of Sauk has numerous citizens
who have laid aside the cares of labor after long years of honorable effort
and.now are spending the evening of their lives in the peace and comfort
that reward those who have been industrious during the period of their
manly strength. Perhaps a large majority of these men have been enlisted
from the ranks of the agricultural class, for during the prime of life the
farmer gives to his. work labors of the most. strenuous kild that make
him ready to accept with relief the quiet that comes with well-earned
retirement. In this class is found Henry James Farnum, now one of
the well known residents of Sumpter Township, and a resident of Sauk
County for more than sixty-five years. During the greater part of this
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period he has devoted himself to the work of the husbandman. He has
tilled the fertile soil of the county, has aided its advancement by good
citizenship, has seen it grow and advance in prosperity, and during this
time has succeeded in the accumulation of a property that allows him,
now that his period of labor is over, to spend his remaining years in
comfort and' peace.

'Henry James Farnum was born in 1831 at Girard, Erie County,
Pennsylvania, and is a son of William and Lydia (Randall) Farnum.
His parents were agricultural people who owned a small farm in the
Keystone State, but who felt that in the new places in Wisconsin they
.could better themselves and their fortunes, and accordingly, in 1851, left
their eastern home and started overland for Sauk County. Here the
father took up land from the United States government in Sumpter
Township, and on that property he continued to operate industriously
during the remainder of his life, both he and Mrs. Farnum passing away
.at the homestead which they had developed from the wilderness and
where their children had been reared. They were the parents of the
following children: William, Jr., Dexter, Henry James; Eliza, who
became the wife of E. T. Kellogg; Jane, who married Daniel Barber;
and Anna, who is deceased.

Henry James Farnum came with his parents to Sauk County. He
had commenced his education in his native state, and after coming to
Wisconsin continued it here, but the county at that time had no excellent
school system as at present and he was forced to be content with several
months of attendance each year at the primitive school of his district.
-He was reared to the life of an agriculturist, and was but twenty-four
years of age when he was married, in 1855, to Miss Elizabeth Shell, a
daughter of David and Lavina (Kenter) Shell, of this county. After
their marriage Mr. and Mrs. Farnum commenced keeping house on forty
acres his. father gave him. He continued to live in Sumpter Township,
adding from time to time to his holdings, as his finances allowed, and
always working industriously and managed his business affairs honorably.
Thus, while accumulating a good property, he also gained a reputation
for integrity and fidelity that has remained as one of his chief assets
to the present time. At the time of his retirement Mr. Farnum did
not sell his property, as so many have done, but rented it out to others,
and thus he is still the owner of the farm which he developed through so
many years of hard and earnest work. The members of his family belong
to the Methodist Church. Mr. Farnum is a strong prohibitionist and
has done much for the cause of temperance in his community. In local
civic affairs, while not active as to seeking political preferment, he has
done his share in bettering conditions, and while residing on his farm
served as a member of the school board of Sumpter Township.

Mr. and Mrs. Farnum have been the parents of the following chil-
dren: Ida, whose death occurred as a child of eight years; Charles H.,
who died October 21, 1916, at Baraboo, Wisconsin, married Ada Lyneck,
who is a resident of that city; Emma Jane, who died in infancy; and
Dr. Edward J., a graduate of Bennett. Medical College, Chicago, who has
been engaged in a successful medical practice for a quarter of a century.
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CHARLES STADIER. Of that service which means as much to the
welfare of modern nations as any other department of activities, rail-
roading, Charles Stadler is a veteran and after more than thirty years
of continuous connection with the Chicago Northwestern road is now
living retired in comfortable quarters in the City of Baraboo. Mr. Stad-
ler belongs to Sauk County, which he claims as his native soil, and has
always considered it his home, though his work as a railroad man required
his residence in other centers.

Mr. Stadler was born in Greenfield Township of Sauk County Decem-
ber 7, 1859, a son of Joseph and Lucinda (Fetter) Stadler. Both parents
were natives of Germany. His father was born in the Kingdom of Wuer-
temberg, February 22, 1822, while his mother was born August 7, 1827.
They were married in Germany, and in 1854, with high hopes of bettering
their fortunes in the New World, they crossed the Atlantic Ocean and
arrived at Sauk County, Wisconsin, which was practically a wilderness.
Buying land in Greenfield Township, Joseph Stadler applied himself to
its clearing and development, and underwent many of the hardships and
privations of existence. He and his wife lived in a log cabin for a
number of years and gradually they were able to see the light of better
fortune and surrounded themselves with many comforts for their declin-
ing years. Joseph Stadler died in 1891 and his wife in 1899. After
becoming an American citizen he was a staunch ally of the republican
party and he and his wife were faithful attendants in the Catholic
Church. Before coming to this country Joseph Stadler had served his
time in the German army. The children were: John; Charles; Almena,
who died in 1889; S. H., who lives in Canada; L. C., an engineer of the
Chicago, Minneapolis and Omaha Road; Joseph, also a resident of Canada;
and Lucinda, deceased, who married Edward Koerth.

The Sauk County farm was the early environment of Charles Stadler,
and his education came through the public schools. When only eighteen
years of age he entered the service of the Chicago Northwestern Railway
as worker on a bridge gang. Later he became a locomotive fireman and
was promoted from that to engineer. With steady hand and the poise
and efficiency of the well co-ordinated mind and body he handled the
throttle of his engine for twenty-eight years, and had many of the impor-
tant runs of the road. He was continuously with the company for thirty-
one years and is now enjoying the honors of a position on the retired list.
For eight years of his service his home was in LaCrosse, Wisconsin.
Mr. Stadler and family now reside at 227 Third Street, Baraboo.

Mr. Stadler has been active in the buying and selling of Baraboo real
estate. He built a house next to the hospital and also bought another
house, and has dealt considerably in local property, which he believes the
best of investments. His prosperity is the direct results of his own labors
and intelligent management. Besides his local property he has interests
in Montana and he and his wife made a trip to that state in August,
1916. The old Stadler homestead of his father was owned by the family
until 1914, when it was sold to Edward DeBoyce.

Mr. Stadler is a democrat in politics. The family attend the Metho-
dist Episcopal Church. Fraternally he is affiliated with Baraboo Lodge
No. 34, Ancient Free and Accepted Masons, Baraboo Chapter No. 49,
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Royal Arch Masons, Baraboo Commandery No. 28, Knights Templar, and
the Scottish Rite Consistory and Tripoli Temple of the Mystic Shrine at
Milwaukee. Mr. Stadler has been a Mason since 1893, and when he
attained the Consistory degree he was the youngest in the state. While
active in railroading he was also a member of the Brotherhood of Loco-
motive Engineers. Both Mr. and Mrs. Stadler are members of the
Eastern Star.

He was married March 17, 1901, to Miss Ella Wipman, of Baraboo.
Mr. and Mrs. Stadler spent three months in California during the Panama
Exposition and attended the opening of that great fair.

HERMAN GROTOPHORST, Baraboo, was born in the Town of Honey Creek
fifty-nine years ago. He was appointed by Governor R. M. LaFollette as a
member of the State Board of Control and served until 1904. He was
named by Governor Philipp as a member of the State Board of Educa-
tion, which office he now holds. He is a lawyer by profession.

NICHOLAS SCHNEIDER is one of the stirring and enterprising young
farmers and business men of Honey Creek Township, where he carries
on the old homestead farm of his father and is also a dealer in automo-
biles.

He was born on the homestead where he still resides in 1876. His
parents, Nicholas and Eva (Weaden) Schneider, were both born in Ger-
many. Nicholas Schneider, Sr., came to Sauk County during the '40s,
locating in Honey Creek Township when all that district was one vast
and unbroken wilderness. He took up a claim or homestead from the
Government, and with little more than his individual energy and ability
had to undertake the heavy task of clearing and making a farm of it.
He cut down the first trees, grubbed the first stumps and planted the
first acres on that homestead. All his farming at first was done with
the aid of ox teams, and gradually he reached the position where he could
command more resources and farm more extensively. In the early days
he hauled his potatoes and other produce to Madison. He and his good
wife lived on that old homestead and long before they passed away they
saw its fields blossom as the rose. The father died there only two years
ago, while the mother passed away in 1898. There were six children:
John, married and living in Sauk City; Mary, Mrs. John Lamberty, living
at Cross Plains; Clara, Mrs. Joseph Colts, of Dane County, Wisconsin;
Andrew, who is married and lives east of Madison; and Barbara and
Nicholas, both of whom are unmarried and live together on the old farm.
These children all grew up and received their educations in Honey Creek
Township.

About ten years ago Nicholas Schneider, Jr., took over the manage-
ment of the farm for his father, and has worked it ever since. His man-
agement is along the lines of general farming, stock raising and dairying,
with particular attention to the raising of hogs. Mr. Schneider has 340
acres under his care and cultivation.

His father was a stockholder in the first creamery in Honey Creek
Township. Mr. Schneider and his family are members of the Catholic
Church, and in politics he votes independently.
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MARTIN MOELY, of Sumpter Township, has lived in close touch with
the soil and its related activities all his life, and has gained a splendid
prosperity well represented in his farm and its products.

He was born in Sauk County in 1866, a son of Conrad and Clara
(Bernhard) Moely. His parents were both natives of Switzerland.
Conrad Moely came with his widowed mother to Sauk County in 1855,
when a young man, and they located in Prairie du Sac Township on what
was known as the old Wolf Farm. Five years after coming to Sauk
County Conrad Moely married. He began with eighty acres of land
and gradually increased his holdings until he had a well developed farm
of 120 acres at the time of his death. He deserves a place in the memory
and gratitude of the people of Sauk County for what he achieved in
pioneer work. He cleared up many acres, grubbed out the stumps, broke
the land, and that this was a great achievement none who are familiar with
the processes described will doubt. His early crops were chiefly wheat.
Farm produce brought'very little actual cash when sold. The father
took his grain to be ground to Milwaukee or Madison, hauling it with
ox teams, and frequently it required a week to make the journey. IHe
and his wife had seven children: Lizzie, deceased; Barbara, Mrs. Anton
Van Wald; Andrew, living at Prairie du Sac; Mary, Mrs. W. C. Cook,
living in Texas; Lola, wife of Christian Ploety, of Prairie du Sac; Mar-
tin; and Conrad, who is married and lives in Prairie du Sac. The father
of these children died in 1867 and was survived many years by his
widow. The children all grew up on the home farm and acquired their
education in the district schools.

Martin Moely had a rigorous farm training and took up the vocation
as an independent means of existence with all the qualifications necessary
for success. In 1891 he established a home of his own by his marriage
to Emelia Diehl, daughter of Peter Diehl. They had three children:
Clara, wife of Rudolph Shlog, of Merrimack Township; Diehl, aged fif-
teen; and Russell, aged eleven.

Mr. Moely began his independent career as a farmer in 1890, having
a place on the prairie. Twenty-four years ago he bought his present
farm in Sumpter Township from Uncle Joseph Johnson. His business
as a farmer is an extensive one and involves the successful operation of
400 acres of land. He does considerable stock raising and dairying and
is one of the stockholders in the Farmers' Creamery at Sumpter.

Mr. Moely has also been a leader in the public life of this section of
the county, having served as chairman of the town four years, as member
of the side board eight years, and was on the school board twelve years.
He and his family are members of the Evangelical Church and in partisan
politics he cast -his vote according to the dictates of his independent
judgment.

GEORGE WEIRICH. Now living retired at Baraboo, George Weirich,
who is eighty-four years of age, has spent over sixty-five years of his
lifetime in Wisconsin and most of it in Sauk City. He is one of the
veterans of old time lumbering, log driving, forest clearing and the heavy
tasks of winning the wilderness.

A native of Germany, he was born in Baden October 1, 1833, a son
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of Peter and Anna Maria (Treiber) Weirich. His parents, after most
of their children were born, sought a home in the New World, soon after
the revolutionary troubles of 1848, and came to Wisconsin in August,
1849. They lived about two years in Kenosha, but in 1849 Peter Weirich
had made a trip to Sauk County and had located a homestead in Sumpter
Township. This homestead comprised 120 acres, and in 1851 he moved
his family to; the new farm. They made the trip from Kenosha with two
wagons and some young stock. Peter Weirich was industriously engaged
in making a farm in Sauk County until his death in February, 1862.
He was accidentally killed by a runaway team. His widow survived
him until about 1882. They reared quite a family of children. The two
oldest were Henry and George. Michael, who now lives at Augusta,
Wisconsin, was born February 17, 1835, and is now eighty-two .years of
age. He served as a soldier in the Civil war in the Thirtieth Wisconsin
Infantry, and much of the time was out on the western frontier guarding
the settlements against Indians. John, the fourth child, was born in
1841 and was a soldier in the Ninth Wisconsin Infantry, afterwards
became a farmer on Sauk Prairie and died at Baraboo in 1916. The
only one of the children born in this country was Lottie, who was born
at Kenosha.

George Weirich was about sixteen years of age when his parents came
to America. Most of his education had been acquired in Germany and
he attended two winters in Kenosha. In 1851 he walked from Kenosha
to his father's new home on Sauk Prairie, and for many days swung a
scythe cutting the wild hay so as to provide forage for the livestock during
the winter. He remained on the homestead, and was busily engaged in
clearing and cultivating and also worked in the lumber woods. He
engaged in many of the river drives, which were notable features of the
lumber industry of that day, and sometimes went on rafts of lumber
down the rivers as far south as St. Louis. Out of his savings he bought
160 acres of Government land in Adams County, Wisconsin, and after
keeping it a year sold it for $500 in gold, making a profit of $300 on the
transaction. For two years following he was in Clark County, Wisconsin,
where he worked on a farm in the summer and in the woods and on the
log drives down Black River in the winter. About that time Mr. Weirich
made a purchase in Eau Claire County of six 80-acre tracts, two for
himself, two for his brother Henry and two for his brother Michael.
Michael is still living on the quarter section thus acquired. Mr. George
Weirich did not retain his land in Eau Claire County long, and after
selling he bought eighty acres on Sauk Prairie in Sauk County. He
also acquired ownership of his father's old farm, and improved both
places. He has bought and sold several farms and his industry and good
judgment gave him a competence when still in middle age.

In 1884 Mr. Weirich moved to Baraboo, buying twenty-six acres of
land close to the city limits, and still owns. all that except six acres.
Here he engaged in the manufacture of brick, and conducted one of the
leading brick yards of the county for six years. From the brick manu-
factured at his plant he built in 1885 the brick store at Baraboo now
occupied by his sons, Weirich Brothers. Mr. Weirich is now living
retired at 417 Third Avenue.
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He cast his first vote for Abraham Lincoln during the war. He has
been a steadfast republican ever since. He and his wife were reared as
Presbyterians but he is liberal in his religious views.

Mr. Weirich was married October 28, 1859, to Miss Wilhelmina Kuehn.
She was born in Germany November 16, 1842, a daughter of Edward
and Ernestine (Erbe) Kuehn, who came to Sauk City in 1853, and both
of them died there in 1898. Her father was a musician and cabinet maker.
Mr. and Mrs. George Weirich have six living children. Anna Maria, wife
of Henry Adolph Oehsner, of Honey Creek Township, Sauk County;
Edward, living on the old homestead; Louis, of Baraboo; Emil, of Bara-
boo; Lottie, wife of Fred Gollmar, of Baraboo; and Herman, a farmer in
South Dakota. Three children died in infancy, George and Wilhelmina,
twins, and another child named George.

Reference is made elsewhere to! the career of Louis Weirich, active
member of the firm Weirich Brothers at Baraboo. The other member of
that firm is Emil Weirich, a son of George Weirich. Emil was born in
Sumpter Township of Sauk County September 10, 1868, grew up an
the old home farm, and gained his education in the public schools. He
was still young when he moved to Baraboo with his parents, and in 1887
he engaged in the meat business. He and his brother have since conducted
this business and have extended their operations until the firm Weirich
Brothers is now one of the leaders in the commercial life of Baraboo.
Emil Weirich is a republican and is affiliated with the Knights of Pythias,
the Beavers and the Mystic Workers.

On May 20, 1897, he married Miss Mabel Young, of Baraboo. They
are the parents of three children: George Michael, born in November,
1899; Monroe William, born in November, 1902; and Edith Ruth, born
in November, 1904.

Louis WEIRICH. The active business association of Mr. Weirich with
the City of Baraboo covers a period of thirty years. Throughout that
time he has helped feed the people with a steady and reliable supply of
good meats, and his is the oldest and the best known retail meat business
of the city. The firm is Weirich Brothers, and his business associate is
his brother Emil Weirich.

Mr. Weirich, who is a son of George Weirich, a notable Sauk County
pioneer mentioned elsewhere, was born on Sauk Prairie in this. county
June 10, 1863. He spent the first twenty years of his life upon a farm.
His education came from the old. Kern school house. When it came time
for him to make his own living and find his own opportunities he spent
one winter in the pine woods and during one summer was employed in
the lumber indsutry at Eau Claire. Returning to Baraboo, he found
steady employment with his father in the brick yard, and in 1887 he
put up the brick building which he has since occupied as his place of
business. That building and business are reckoned as one of the chief
landmarks of the town, and many families have steadily patronized
Weirich Brothers for their meat supplies for over a quarter of a cen-
tury. The business is located at 407 Oak Street.

Mr. Weirich is a republican, though he has never shown any desire
for -public office, but is well fitted for public responsibilities. He is affili-
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ated with the Knights of Pythias of Baraboo. On April 3, 1890, he
married Miss Annie Maria Falkenstein, of Lodi, Wisconsin. They have
one daughter, De Etta Monetta, who was born December 23, 1900, and
is now a student in the Baraboo High School.

HENRY CARL MANTHEY, township supervisor and treasurer of the
school board of Excelsior Township for a number of years past, is suc-
cessfully engaged in agriculture on an estate of 219 acres in the vicinity
of Ableman. -He was born in Prussia, March 31, 1848, and is a son
of Carl Frederick and Wilhelmina (Heier) Manthey, who were born,
reared and married in the old Fatherland, whence they immigrated to
America in 1865. The Manthey family landed in New York City May
19, 1865, came to Freedom Township the twenty-ninth of May and on
June 4th located in Excelsior Township. Mr. Manthey bought 160 acres
of land on which was a frame shanty, and with the exception of a tract
of five acres he chopped down the trees and cleared the land. He was
engaged in general farming and stock raising until death called him from
the scene of his mortal endeavors in 1905, aged eighty-eight years. His
cherished and devoted wife died in 1899, aged seventy-six years. In
politics he was a republican but he never aspired to public office of
any description. He was a blacksmith in Western Prussia before coming
to this country and after his arrival in Wisconsin he studied for the min-
istry and was a Baptist preacher in addition to attending to his farming
work. He preached at North Freedom and at Ableman and was one of
-the influential' men in the erection of the Baptist Church in the latter
place. The following children were born to Mr. and Mrs. Manthey:
Matilda, who died in Chicago; Henry C., the subject of this. review;
August, engaged in farming in Excelsior Township; Mary, who died in
Baraboo; and Pauline, the wife of Herman Wordleman, and they live in
South Dakota.

In the schools of Prussia Henry Carl Manthey received his early edu-
cational training and he was seventeen years of age when he accompanied
his parents to the United States. He assisted his father in the work and
management of the old homestead, and for three months was engaged in
railroading. After reaching their majority he and his brother each
received eighty acres of land from their father; they bought an addi-
tional eighty acres and then divided the entire tract between them,
making a farm of 120 acres for each of them. Since then. Mr. Manthey
has purchased additional tracts and his estate now comprises 219 acres.
He is engaged in diversified agriculture and is well known as a breeder
of Norman horses and Shorthorn cattle. Since 1915 he has rented his
land to his son Arthur but he still gives it a general supervision. In
his political convictions he is a republican and he has been supervisor
of Excelsior Township for the past eleven years. He is, also interested
in educational work and has served as treasurer of the local school board
for eighteen years.

In 1874 Mr. Manthey was united in marriage to Miss Amelia Schune-
mann, who was born in Germany, March 6, 1857, and who is a daughter
of Carl and Fredericka Schunemann. The Schunemann family came to
Wisconsin in 1867 and settled first at Reedsburg, then at joganville,
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then in Excelsior Township, and finally in Ableman, where both died
Concerning the nine children born to Mr. and Mrs. Manthey the follow-
ing brief data are here inserted: Carl was educated in the public schools
of Ableman and now operates a farm of eighty acres adjoining his
father's estate. He married Emma Panser and they have two children,
Henry and Marie. August studied engineering in night school and is now
foreman for a large construction company in New York City. He mar-
ried Lucy Helen Grane and they had three children: Lawrence, Lucy
Helen (died in infancy) and Helen. Louis is an engineer at Grand
Junction, Utah. He is unmarried. Wilhelmina is a trained nurse in
Milwaukee. George, a farmer in South Dakota, married Alvena Lange
and they have two children, Amelia and Jack. Arthur rents the old
homestead from his father. Albertina was graduated in the Baraboo
High School and for a number of years taught school. She is now the
wife of Chester Tyer, principal of Indian schools in South Dakota.
Henry died in infancy. Rolland graduated from the Baraboo High
School and is now a student in the University of Wisconsin at Madison.

MRS. HENRY G-ATTWINKEL represents in her own family and through
her late husband some of the oldest settlers of Sauk County. Mrs. Gatt-
winkel is now living at her old home in Sumpter Township at Prairie
du Sac.

She was born in Germany in 1835, a daughter of Christian and Lucile
(Schultz) Stiedtmann. Her parents were both natives of Germany and
they came to America in 1848, the year that marked such a generous
immigration of sturdy and thrifty Germans to this country. They located
in the pioneer wilderness of Merrimack Township of Sauk County and
secured a tract of Government land. Their first home was on an uncleared
place of forty acres in the midst of the woods and surrounded with wild
game and other conditions of frontier life. Christian Stiedtmann was
a very energetic citizen, and his industry and wise business management
enabled him to acquire the materials for substantial prosperity. In time
he owned three tracts of twenty acres each and had it all cleared and
well developed as a farm. He and his good wife lived on the homestead
the rest of their years. He died in 1877 and his wife in 1875. Christian
Stiedtmann was a butcher by trade, and he followed that vocation during
the winter seasons, farming the rest of the year. He and his wife had
five children: Mrs. Henry Gattwinkel; August, who lives in Madison;
Louisa, deceased wife of Adam Frenzel, of Warsaw; Paul, who lives in
Prairie du Sac; and Emilia, who married Richard Tyler and is now
deceased.

Mrs. Henry Gattwinkel grew up in Sauk County from the age of
thirteen, and in 1852, at the age of seventeen, she married Mr. Henry
Gattwinkel. They then located where Mrs. Gattwinkel is still living.
Their first home contained only two rooms and was built up from the
ground on four blocks of timber. The rooms were not plastered, and
the only protection from the outside elements was a sheet of weather
boarding. In time many comforts and additional property came to them,
and they also had ten children born into their household, nine of whom
are still living. A brief record of the children is as follows: Elizabeth,
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Mrs. Paul Schlag, living in Baraboo; Edmund, who is unmarried and
is manager of the home farm; Herman, married and living retired as a
farmer in Prairie du Sac; Charles, who is unmarried and lives on a farm
next to that of his mother; Edward, married and a farmer in Merrimack
Township; Rosalia, Mrs. Fred Waffenschmidt, of Sumpter Township;
Emelia, Mrs. Christian Waffenschmidt, of Merrimack Township; Bertha
M., widow of Henry Thoelke; Elmina, Mrs. Charles Brown, of Sumpter
Township; and Laura, Mrs. U. C. Keller, of Prairie du Sac.

Mr. Henry Gattwinkel died on the old homestead in 1914, at the age
of eighty-nine. He was one of the earliest settlers of Sauk County, and
spent a career useful to himself and to the entire community. His name
is one that is spoken with respect and esteem in many parts of Sauk
County. For several years before he married he spent his winters regu-
larly in the pine woods as a lumberman.

JOHN R. HOFSTATTER, who has been a resident of Baraboo since 1870,
has been in the mercantile business for more than thirty years past. He
has also been a public man, having served as alderman for twelve years
and one term in the State Assembly. He is of German parentage, his
father locating in Sumpter Township in 1855, and there John R. was
born three years later. The family came to Baraboo in 1870, where both
the parents died.

JOHN H. ASTLE. One of the fine old citizens of Sauk County who
have gone to their reward was the late John H. Astle, whose life was
spent productively and usefully in the farming community and who,
with an ample competence for his needs, finally retired to the City of
Baraboo, where he died.

He was a native of Wisconsin, born at Merton, April 4, 1846, before
Wisconsin became a state. His parents were both born in England.
They moved to Sumpter Township in Sauk County when he was a boy,
and he grew up in the country districts there, attended common schools,
and chose the life of the agriculturist. He finally bought a farm in
Sumpter township adjoining that of his father, and some years later
sold that and bought the J. W. Wood farm. He was a man of great
industry, of shrewd intelligence in the management of his farming affairs,
and by many successive years of hard work and well directed efforts
he prospered. When his children were grown and his own circumstances
justified the move, he left the farm, and on October 27, 1909, bought city
property at 526 Second Avenue in Baraboo. He lived there quietly until
his death October 23, 1910. Mr. Astle was a republican without political
aspirations, was affiliated with the Modern Woodmen of America, and
both he and his wife were members of the Methodist Episcopal Church.

He was married November 18, 1868, to, Miss Flora Stone. Mrs.
Astle was born in Maine September 13, 1850, but since early girlhood
has lived in Sauk County. Her people have long been prominent in this
county. Her parents were Thomas S. and Sarah (Treadwell) Stone, both
natives of Maine. Her father was born at Albany, Maine, May 8, 1816,
and her mother, at Waterford March 30, 1816. In 1855 the Stone family
came to Sauk County and located at Reedsburg, where the father bought
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land, but had little opportunity to develop it since death called him away
on June 3, 1857. His wife passed away July 24, 1888. There were ten
children in the Stone family, and those still living are Mrs. Astle, of
Baraboo, Mrs. W. D. Johnson, of Baraboo, and John P. Stone, who is
president of the State Bank at Reedsburg.

Mrs. Astle, who makes her home in a comfortable residence at Bara-
boo, is the mother of three children: Fannie was born February 12,
1870. Anna Bell was born November 15, 1875. Aimee Pearl was born
October 31, 1881, and died February 16, 1885.

F. HENRY RISCHMUELER. Around the village of Plain in Honey

Creek Township may be found some of the most progressive and reliable
farmer citizens of Sauk County. One of these is Mr. Henry Rischmueller,
whose life has been spent almost entirely in this locality.

He was born there in 1860, on the land which his grandfather had
acquired in 1845. Thus the Rischmueller family was of true pioneer
stock. Grandfather Rischmueller paid $300 for an 80-acre tract contain-
ing as its chief improvement an old log building covered with clapboard
roof, a well and a log barn.

F. Henry Rischmueller is a son of Henry and Eva (Jigl) Risch-
mueller. His grandfather was Henry S. Rischmueller. The early gener-
ations of the family in the paternal line lived in Hanover, Germany,
but Henry Rischmueller's mother was a native of Switzerland.

Henry Rischmueller, Sr., was eighteen years of age when he came
to America with his parents. He had two sisters, and all of them were
natives of Germany. Father Rischmueller was killed in a threshinig
machine the first fall he spent in Sauk County, and his son Henry then
took charge of the homestead and married at the age of twenty. He
lived on and cultivated the land until his death in 1905, being followed
by his good wife one year later. Henry and Eva Rischmueller had
eight children: F. Henry, Anna, Caroline, Fred, Peter, William, John
and one that died in childhood.

Besides the original homestead of Grandfather Rischmueller the
father bought eighty acres next to the homestead and built a good house
and barn. He did most of the clearing and grubbing with oxen and was
a very prosperous and hard working farmer. In early days he hauled
his produce to Lodi and Mazomanie until railroads were built in Sauk
County. He was also an active citizen, serving two years on the town
board. His children all grew up and received their education in Honey
Creek Township.

F. Henry Rischmueller after leaving home worked out for eight years,
and in 1895 he married Miss Caroline Steuber, daughter of Casper and
Charlotte (Sehulte) Steuber. Her parents were residents of Honey
Creek Township. Mr. and Mrs. Rischmueller have four children: Ella,
now the wife of Fred Heiser; Arthur, unmarried and living at home;
Ruth, also at home; and Oscar, who works out.

Mr. Rischmueller began farming for himself two years before his
marriage, and has always lived on the place where he may now be found
enjoying the comforts and prosperity of many years of consecutive
endeavor. He has done much building and other improving and operates
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his 230 acres as a general farming, stock raising and dairying proposition.
Mr. Rischmueller is a stockholder in the Leland Creamery, has served

three years on the school board, six years as road supervisor, and is one
of the men of affairs in his community. The family are members of the
Lutheran Church and in politics Mr. Rischmueller votes independently,
according to the dictates of his conscience and judgment.

HENRY THOELKE. In Henry Thoelke is found a sample of that mate-
rial which has brought Sauk County into the limelight as a prosperous
agricultural center. Endowed at the outset with average ability and
backed by shrewd business judgment and determination, this agriculturist
has worked his way to the ownership of a handsome and productive farm
in Sumpter Township, which he has owned since 1900 and which he is
devoting to general farming and stock raising. There are indications
of his progressive methods on every hand and of a struggle to attain to
the best thus far achieved in agricultural science. Mr. Thoelke has a
special leaning toward high-grade stock, and is particularly proud of
his hogs, the raising of which is made a feature of his work.

Henry Thoelke was born in Hanover, Germany, in 1859, but has been
a resident of the United States since he reached the age of nine years.
His father was John Henry Thoelke, who was born in 1812, in Germany,
and his mother, Adelheit Krenhopp, who was born in that country in
1822. They were married in 1841 and settled down to a life of hard and
continuous work on a small farm owned by Mr. Thoelke in Germany,
but as the years passed and they made no progress in their labor toward
the attainment of a competence and the making of a home for their
increasing family, they decided that no future lay before them in Ger-
many and resolved to try their fortunes in the United States. The father,
therefore, converted his property into money, and in 1868 the family
embarked for America, arriving at Castle Garden on May 2d. After
several days they started for Wisconsin, their destination being Grant
County, and after their safe arrival the father rented a farm, on which
he worked while familiarizing himself with the customs, methods and
language of his new country. Three years later, in 1871, he brought his
family to Sauk County and located in Sumpter Township, on the farm
now owned by his son. For this land he paid $9,000, and it seemed that
he at last was upon the high road to success, but he did not live to secure
the reward to which he was so eminently entitled, for he lived only four
years longer, his death occurring in 1875.

Henry Thoelke was given his educational training in the public
schools of Grant and Sauk counties, and was but sixteen years of age at
the time of his father's death. However, he had been brought up to
industry and to a recognition of the value of hard work, and with his
brother Herman undertook the management and operation of the home-
stead. The brothers were successful in making the farm a paying invest-
ment for their labor, and continued to conduct it for their mother until
1890, in which year the brothers bought the property. The mother's
death occurred three years later. Henry and Herman Thoelke continued
as partners in the operation of the farm for ten years, but in 1900 the
first named bought his brother out, and since then has farmed it alone.
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The successful management of a farm of this size in a community where
competition is rife and high standards prevail presupposes the possession
of a thorough knowledge of agricultural science, as well as of shrewd'
business ability. When these requisites are met in the head of a farming
interest and to them is added the progressive and inquiring tendencies
of the present day, a harmony should result as gratifying generally as
it is financially. Such a combination of interests is found on Mr. Thoelke's
farm. He has erected substantial buildings and installed modern im-
provements, making his property both attractive and valuable, and its
ownership places him among the well-to-do men of the township. While
he has devoted his interests generally to ordinary operations in the field
of agriculture, he has also made somewhat of a feature of stock raising,
and his hogs are always in demand and bring a good price in the markets.
He belongs to the Guardians of Liberty, and adheres to the faith of the
Lutheran Church, of which his parents were members and in the belief
of which he was reared. While in political tendencies he has a leaning
toward republicanism, he is apt to. disregard party ties on occasion and
give his ballot to the man whom he deems best fitted for the office, with-
out taking party affiliation into consideration.

In 1900 in Sumpter Township, Mr. Thoelke was united in marriage to
Miss Bertha Gattwinkle, daughter of Mr. and Mrs. Henry Gattwinkle,
old and honored residents of Sauk County and well known among the
agricultural element. To this union there were born two children,
namely: Henry, born in 1902, who died at the age of six years; and
Harold, who was born in 1907, and is now attending the public schools
of Prairie du Sac. Mrs. Thoelke died in October, 1907, and in 1909
Mr. Thoelke married Miss Louise Franke.

GUSTAV RUDY. One of the substantial and highly regarded citizens
of Sauk County is Gustav Rudy, who is an enterprising and progressive
farmer and stockraiser in Excelsior Township. He was born in Germany,
February 7, 1865. . His parents died in Germany. He attended school
there until twelve years of age and then accompanied his uncle, Gottleib
Jesse, to the United States and to Baraboo, W7isconsin.

Gustav Rudy remained with his uncle until he was eighteen years
old and then went to work for Doctor Koch and remained in the physi-
cian's employ for five years. After that he had considerable farm experi-
ence in different sections. For a time he worked in Minnesota and then
came back to Sauk County for two years, after which he went to South
Dakota and was a farmer there for five years. He had left good friends,
however, in Sauk County and then returned here and has never seen any
reason to leave this fine section of country since. Mr. Rudy has become a
man of ample fortune here through his own industry and thereby has set
a good example. F'or eight years after his marriage he rented a farm and
then bought 100 acres in Excelsior Township. Subsequently he sold
twenty acres of his estate but retains eighty acres and this land he has
brought to a high state of cultivation and also has developed a valuable
herd of Holstein cattle. He has taken pride in his surroundings and has
erected fine and substantial buildings and keeps them in repair.

Mr. Rudy was married in 1891, to Miss Augusta Dahlke, who was
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born in Germany in 1867 and was a daughter of John and Henrietta
(Henke) Dahlke, well known residents of Excelsior Township, Sauk
County. Mrs. Rudy died December 23, 1915, a faithful wife, devoted
mother and kind neighbor. Three children survive her: Elma, George
and Martha. Mr. Rudy and family are members of the German Lutheran
Church at Ableman. In politics he is a republican and at times has
been elected to township offices, especially being identified with the public
schools. He has been a member and clerk of the school board for thirteen
years and through his careful, methodical methods, the school records
are well preserved.

EDWIN S. CLINGMAN. A diligent and progressive citizen of Sauk
County, Wisconsin, Edwin S. Clingman is an agriculturist of note in
the vicinity of Reedsburg, his finely improved farm of 150 acres being
located in Excelsior Township. Mr. Clingman was born in Monroe
County, this state, May 6, 1862, and he is a son of Daniel and Maria
(Siler) Clingman, both natives of Union County, Pennsylvania, where
the former was born December 5, 1827, and the latter in the year 1833.
The father passed his boyhood and youth in the Keystone state and in
1848, at the age of twenty-one years, went west to Illinois, where he
joined his brother, Samuel, who had gone there some years previous.
For a number of years Mr. Clingman was engaged in the general mer-
chandise business at Port Clinton, Illinois, but in 1860 he came to Wis-
consin and located in Monroe County, where he bought a homestead of
eighty acres. In the following year he began his life work as. a Methodist
Episcopal minister and from 1861 to 1889 was an itinerant preacher in
Wisconsin, going from place to place and helping to build churches and
to pay off old debts. In 1889 he was appointed a missionary to Mexico
and Southern California, and he passed the closing years of his life on
a fruit farm in the vicinity of San Diego. He died in 1900, aged seventy-
three years, and his devoted wife was called to eternal rest in 1903, at
the age of seventy years. The Reverend Clingman was a republican and
later a prohibitionist. To him and his wife were born three children:
Edwin S., of this notice; Theodore, who died at the age of three years;
and Clara, wife of George Wood, of California.

In the public schools of the numerous places in which the family
lived during his boyhood Edwin S. Clingman received his educational
training. In 1890 he bought a tract of 200 acres of land in Excelsior
Township, subsequently selling fifty acres, so that he now owns an estate
of 150 acres. On this land he has erected substantial and modern build-
ings and in addition to general farming he is engaged in the breeding
of Holstein cattle, keeping about thirty head on hand all the time. His
political convictions coincide with the principles set forth in the repub-
lican party, and for eight years he served with the utmost efficiency as
township assessor. He is a member of the Modern Woodmen of America
and was reared in the faith of the Methodist Episcopal Church.

In 1883 was solemnized the marriage of Mr. Clingman to Miss Mary
Brimmer, who was born in Waukesha County, Wisconsin, in 1864, and
who is a daughter of William and Katherine Brimmer, who left Waukesha
County in April, 1875, and located in Sauk County. Mr. Brimmer died

'in Reedsburg, January 16, 1908, aged eighty-six years, and Mrs. Brim-
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mer died in 1916, aged seventy-three years. They had eighty acres
of land, formerly part of the Ira Smith farm in Excelsior Township.
Ten children were born to them, as follows: Jacob H., of Madison,
Wisconsin; Mary, wife of Mr. Clingman; Thomas, of Reedsburg; Wil-
liam, of Reedsburg; Frank, of Lavalle; Catherine, wife of Robert Snyder,
of Excelsior Township; Orland and Edward, of Reedsburg; Viola, of
Reedsburg; and Raymond, who married Elsa Randall and lives at Reeds-
burg. Mr. and Mrs. Clingman have six children, whose names and re-
spective years of birth follow: Amy, 1884; Elsa, 1886; Myrtle, 1889;
Earl, 1891, William, 1894, and Gertrude, 1896.

In 1912 Mr. Clingman helped organize the Reedsburg Farm Company,
a general produce concern, and he has since served as secretary. He
is a stockholder in the Excelsior Creamery Company of Baraboo, and
in all his business dealings he has gained prestige as an honorable and
upright man.

GORDON H. TRUE, son of John M. and Annie B. True, was born in

Baraboo, Wisconsin, December 14, 1868. He attended the public schools
of Baraboo and being interested in the subject of agriculture continued
his studies at the University of Wisconsin, taking the long course in
agriculture. He was graduated in 1894 from the state institution and
immediately took a position as instructor in dairying at Michigan Agri-
cultural College at Lansing, Michigan. He remained there until 1898
when he accepted the professorship of agriculture and animal husbandry
in the University of Arizona, where he continued until 1902. From 1902
until 1913 he occupied the chair of agriculture and animal husbandry
and was director of the experiment station of the University of Nevada.
Since 1913 he has been professor of animal husbandry in the University
of California.

October 3, 1914, Professor True was united ii marriage to Miss Eliza-
beth S. Stubbs of Reno, Nevada.

At the International Live Stock Show at Chicago in December, 1916,
he gained the distinction of winning both the championship and reserved
championship on fat steers, shown by him; these animals having been
bred and fed under his direction at the university farm at Davis, Cali-
fornia.

GEORGE H. LEP:PLA. Sauk County is admirably adapted for the suc-

cessful prosecution of farming operations, for the soil is fertile and
productive, the climatic conditions are excellent for the growing of certain
crops, and transportation facilities have been developed to a very satis-

*factory stage. Hlowever, although the agriculturist here has these ad-
vantages, he cannot hope to compete successfully with others unless his
operations are carried on in line with modern ideas, both as to methods
and machinery. That the majority of the farmers in this section are
progressive is shown by the number of finely improved properties to be
found all over the county, a fact that has very materially elevated the
standard of excellence here and has placed Sauk among the leading
agricultural counties of Wisconsin. One of the men who have assisted
in bringing about this desirable condition of affairs is George H. Leppla,
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who is the owner of a fine farm in Sumpter Township and who is one
of his community's representative men.

George H. Leppla, like numerous others of his fellow citizens in the
county, has passed his entire life on the property he now owns. He was
born in 1870, in Sumpter Township, being a son of Peter and Christiana
(Zerbel) Leppla. Peter Leppla was born November 24, 1827, in Ger-
many, and in 1852 immigrated to the United States, first locating in New
York City, where he made his home for three years. Feeling that he
was making no headway there, in 1855 he came to Sumpter Township
and settled in the locality known as Stone's Pockets, where he started
agricultural operations on 160 acres of unimproved land. In 1859 he
was married to Christiana Zerbel, who was born February 23, 1838
at Stettin, Pomerania, Germany, and in 1846 came to the United States
with her parents, who first settled near Milwaukee and later moved to
Mazomanie, Dane County, where she was living at the time of her mar-
riage to Mr. Leppla. They continued to be engaged in farming in Sump-
ter Township until 1892, when they retired and moved to Prairie du
Sac, where the mother died November 4, 1910, the father surviving until
1915. They were the parents of four children: Carrie, who is the wife
of George Prano and lives at Merrimack; Emma, deceased, who was the
wife of the late George Huber; Matilda, who is Mrs. Dan Crosby and
resides at Merrimack; and George H. The parents of these children
were honorable, hardworking people who labored faithfully and indus-
triously to make a good home for their children, and who taught the
latter to live honest Christian lives. They were greatly respected in
the community in which they spent so many years.

George H. Leppla received his education in the public schools of
Sumpter Township and was reared to the life of a farmer, a vocation
which he has always followed. At the time of the retirement of his
parents he took entire charge of the homestead, and this he has developed
into a handsome and valuable farm, on which he carries on general opera-
tions, in addition to which he is interested to some extent in stock raising.
He has succeeded in both departments of his work and also has outside
interests, being a stockholder in the Sumpter Creamery. Politically he
is republican. He has been identified with local public affairs, and has
served acceptably in the capacities of clerk of the school board and
member of the board of township supervisors from the west side of Sump-
ter Township. He and his family are faithful members of the Evangelical
Church. His standing in the community is that of an industrious agri-
culturist, an honorable man of business and a good and public-spirited
citizen.

Mr. Leppla was married in 1900 to Miss Sulla Accola, a daughter
of John and Agnes (Nigg) Accola. John Accola was born October 4,
1849, in Prairie du Sac Township, Sauk County, and has been engaged
.in general farming on the same property all his life. Mrs. Accola, who
also survives, was born November 26, 1847, in Switzerland, and was
eighteen years of age when she accompanied her mother to the United
States. Mr. and Mrs. Accola are members of the Reformed Church and
their children have been as follows: Anna, born in 1868, the wife of
Andrew Hosig and a resident of Black Hawk; Lizzie, born in 1870, who
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is single and resides with her parents; Sulla, now Mrs. Leppla, born
in 1874; Valentine, born in 1876, married and a resident of Sumpter
Township; John, born in 1878, married and a resident of Merrimack;
Agnes, born in 1880, the wife of Fred Haberman and a resident of Prairie
du Sac; Barbara, born in 1882, the wife of George Lusby, of Black
Hawk; Lena, born in 1885, residing in Idaho and the wife of Frank
Potinger; George, born in 1888, single and living in Montana; Mary,
the wife of Ed Reckord, living in Montana; and Kate, born in 1894,
who is Mrs. Gilbert Gasner and a resident of Black Hawk.

Four children have been born to Mr. and Mrs. Leppla, namely: Lewis,
who is seventeen years old; Bernice, who is fifteen; Aaron, who died at
the age of two years; and Glen, who is twelve years of age.

WILLIAM J. POWER. For so! many years that the memory of living
citizens in Baraboo runs not to the contrary, a large part of the local
tailoring business has been in the hands of the Power family. William
J. Power is perhaps the oldest merchant tailor in continuous business
at Baraboo, and his father was in business before him, beginning nearly
half a century ago. It is one of the old and substantial family names
of Sauk County.

The City of Baraboo was the birthplace of William J. Power, where
he was born September 28, 1865. His parents were William and Catherine
(Mitchell) Power, both natives of Ireland. His father was born in 1828
and his mother in the same year. William Power came to Baraboo in
1854. Miss Mitchell after coming to America lived a few years in Massa-
chusetts and in 1859 came to Baraboo, and in that year they were married.
William Power had learned the trade of tailor and in 1869 he established
a tailoring shop in Baraboo and continued actively in business until his
death twenty years later, in 1889, at the age of sixty-one years. His
widow survived him until 1913, and her death came at the age of eighty-
six. They were the parents of three children: Mary F., wife of J. W.
Moran, of Baraboo; Nellie A., who died in 1903, the wife of C. J. Sharkey,
of Portage, Wisconsin; and William J., the youngest.

Reared and educated in Baraboo, William J. Power after leaving
the public schools learned the tailor's trade by a thorough apprentice-
ship under the direction of his father. He entered business with his
father and continued it after his death and for many years his shop at
410 Oak Street has been the headquarters for the men of taste and dis-
crimination in good clothes.

Mr. Power is a republican in politics. He has served as alderman
from the second ward and for a number of years was chief of the fire
department of Baraboo. He is affiliated with the Benevolent and. Pro-
tective Order of Elks and is a member of the Knights of Columbus.
HIe and his family are active in the Catholic Church.

He was married July 29, 1908, to Mrs. Jane Hopkins, of Baraboo,
who was born in Ireland. They are the parents of one son, James Wil-
liam, born August 5, 1909.

Among other distinctions associated with this name in Sauk County
was a creditable military service rendered by the late William Power
during the Civil war. At Madison in January, 1862, he enlisted in
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Company H of the Seventeenth Wisconsin Infantry and bore himself
as a courageous and faithful soldier for one year and ten days. He
was always an esteemed member of the Grand Army of the Republic.
Both he and his wife were very loyal Catholics.

FRED WOFFENSCHMIDT. One of the agriculturists of Sauk County
who has spent his entire life within its borders is Fred Woffenschmidt,
who, beginning without capital, has progressed through his innate quali-
ties of industry, perseverance, economy and integrity to the owner-
ship of a highly productive and valuable farm and the position of a
substantial, influential and useful member of the community. Mr. Wof-
fenschmidt is a representative of a family which has resided in Sauk
County since the early '50s and whose members have been, in the main,
engaged in agricultural pursuits. He has kept pace with the advance-
ments made during the long period of years in which his home has' been
located here, and, having made the most of his opportunities, has steadily
risen to the accomplishment of a worthy and honorable success.

Fred Woffenschmidt was born on a farm in Sumpter Township,
Sauk County, Wisconsin, November 19, 1858, and is a son of Christian
and Catherine (Murphy) Woffenschmidt. Christian Woffenschmidt was
born at Heilbronn, Germany, and was a young man when, during the
'40s, he immigrated to the United States in search of the opportunities
which he had heard were offered to those with ambition and energy.
He first made his home in the State of New Jersey, where he remained
for about ten years, but decided that he was not making rapid enough
progress and accordingly set his face toward to West and eventually
located in Sauk County, Wisconsin, taking up land in Honey Creek
Township. There he became, through purchase, the owner of a good
farm, which he sold in 1862, in which year he moved to Merrimack Town-
ship, in the meantime having spent a short period in Sumpter Township.
The Township of Merrimack continued to be his home until his 'death,
which occurred in 1884. Mr. Woffenschmidt was a man of tireless in-
dustry, and while he spent the spring, summer and fall months in farm-
ing, in the winters he worked at his trade, that of a cooper, which he
had learned in his youth in his native land. He was a republican from
the birth of that party, and while he never sought public office was a
stanch supporter of his party's principles and candidates. Through-
out his life he was a faithful member of the Methodist Church. In 1849
Mr. Woffenschmidt was united in marriage with Miss Catherine Murphy,
who had been born in Ireland and came to this county as a young woman,
and they became the parents of the following children: John, who is
a resident of Minnesqta; Henry, who was living in Sumpter Township
at the time of his death in 1891; Laura, who is the wife of Frank Wheeler
and resides at Muscoda, Wisconsin; Fred, of this review; Mary, who
died in 1913, as the wife of William Organ, of Barron County, Wisconsin;
Christian, who is engaged in farming operations in Merrimack Town-
ship; Emma, who died at the age of fourteen years; Minnie, whose death
occurred in her twelfth year; one child who died in infancy; and Carrie,
who is the wife of Ed Gattwinkle and lives on a farm in Sumpter Town-
ship.
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Fred Woffenschmidt grew up on his father's farm and during the
winter terms attended the district schools of Sumpter and Merrimack
townships. From the start of his career farming has been his vocation,
and the success that has attended his efforts has been brought' about
through his willingness to work hard, his ability to recognize opportuni-
ties, and the able manner in which he has managed his business affairs.
He is now the owner of 250 acres of land, the property formerly known
as the Young farm in Sumpter Township, which he has brought to a
high state of cultivation and upon which he had made numerous modern
improvements, including a good and substantial set of buildings. He
uses modern methods in his general farming, and is considered one of
the best stockmen of his community, his pure-bred Clydesdale and Nor-
man horses being a particular feature of his work. While he has al-
ways been a stanch republican and a citizen who has realized and taken
care of his civic responsibilities, he has found no time to engage in the
game of politics.

Mr. Woffenschmidt was married in 1883 to Miss Rosella Gattwinkle,
and they have four children: Arthur, who is married and superintends
the work on his father's farm; Guy, who is single and works at farming
in the county; Fred, who assists his brother Arthur; and Maud, the
wife of Ed Muckler, who owns a farm in Sumpter Township and has
one child, Dean Edward.

GEORGE SCHWARZ. One of the prosperous farmers of Freedom Town-
ship, Sauk County, who conducts his extensive operations with method
and good judgment, is George Schwarz, who is also one of the county's
most respected residents. He was born in Freedom' Township, on his
present farm, May 26, 1867. His parents were George and Philapena
(Cook) Schwarz.

The parents of George Schwarz were born, reared and married in
Germany and from there they came to the United States in 1864, and
settled at Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania. That was only a temporary home,
however, because Mr. Schwarz wanted to. secure a farm and establish
himself permanently, so that in 1866 the family came to Sauk County,
Wisconsin. Here'Mr. Schwarz bought a farm of eighty acres situated
in Freedom Township and set about clearing it and subsequently bought
another tract of eighty acres and cleared that also and made of his hold-
ings a very valuable estate. His death occurred on this farm September
7, 1901, when he was aged sixty-four years. His widow yet survives,
at the age of eighty-two years, and lives at Westfield, Wisconsin. They
had the following children: Bertha, George, Emma, Philapena, William
and Clotilda, two being deceased.

George Schwarz, bearing his father's name and having a like enter-
prising and industrious spirit, attended the public schools in Freedom
Township and has been engaged all his life since boyhood in agricul-
tural pursuits. He is the owner of the old homestead of 160 acres and
to this has added what is known locally as the Judvine farm, a tract
of eighty-four acres, and has placed modern improvements on the entire
property. He is a general farmer, dividing his time between grain and
stock.

Vol. II--12
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Mr. Schwarz was married December 3, 1890, to, Miss Emma Voss,
who was born in Germany, February 12, 1871, and is a daughter of
Christof and Dora (Bogeman) Voss, who came from Germany to Sauk
County in 1878. The mother died here and the father resides at North
Freedom.

To Mr. and Mrs. Schwarz eight children have been born, as follows:
William Herman, Selma, George Walter, Bertha, Harry, Edward, Ella
and Arthur Christof. William Herman, the eldest born, is his father's
valued helper on the farm.

In politics Mr. Schwarz is a republican and for sixteen years he has
been a member of the school board, a careful, intelligent man who realizes
that this is ah important responsibility. Mr. Schwarz and family belong
to the Lutheran Church. They are kind, hospitable people and have
many friends in the county.

AUGUST L. MANTHEY, who is now living retired in the Village of Able-
man, has been a resident of Sauk County since 1865. He was born in
Prussia, August 10, 1852, and was there reared to the age of thirteen
years, at which time, in 1865, he accompanied his parents to the United
States. His father was a farmer and Baptist minister and was a man
of considerable influence and prominence in this county. His name was
Carl Frederick Manthey and further data concerning his career are
given elsewhere in this work in connection with the sketch of his son
Henry F. Manthey.

On coming to Sauk County August Lorenz Manthey attended several
sessions in the log schoolhouse in Excelsior Township and his teachers
were John Young and Myra Wetherby. After leaving school he assisted
his father in the work of the old homestead, of which he and his brother
Henry F. each received eighty acres. He has since purchased additional
land and now owns a finely improved estate of 160 acres. He cleared
most of his land and erected several modern buildings and devotes his
time to general farming and stock raising. In politics he is a stalwart
republican and he has served his home community in several official
positions of importance. He was chairman of the Excelsior board of
supervisors for one year and has held a similar office in Ableman for
two years, but recently resigned from that position. It was. he who made
the motion to erect a bridge across the Wisconsin River at Spring Green.
His residence is in the Village of Ableman.

In the year 1878 Mr. Manthey married Miss Sadie Veith, whose birth
occurred in Dane County, Wisconsin, August 18, 1854, and who is a
daughter of Hironnius and Frances (Herkins) Veith, pioneer settlers
in Dane County. Mr. and Mrs. Veith were married in Dane County
and to them were born the following children: Bernard, Anna (deceased),
Sadie, Dina, Frank (deceased), George and Gerhardt (deceased).
Mr. and Mrs. Manthey have no children. They are kindly, hospitable
people and are always ready to lend a helping hand to the poor and
needy. They are members of the local Baptist Church, to whose good
works they are liberal contributors, and they command the high esteem
of all with whom they have come in contact.

744





67



HISTORY OF SAUK COUNTY

JAMES CURRY, now living on a small farm in the outskirts of Baraboo,
is one of the few living old-time stage drivers in Sauk County. An
addendum to that statement should include Mrs. Curry in the list; for
she was not only the domestic head of the household, but, upon numerous
occasions, proved that she was about as good a driver and all-around
horseman as Mr. Curry himself. Mr. Curry is an Ohio man, his
parents coming to Janesville, Wisconsin, when he was about thirteen
years of age. That, however, proved to be only a temporary stopping
place; for within a month or so the family continued their wagon trip to
Baraboo. The father was a plasterer and busied himself at his trade
all his manhood life. Jim naturally assisted him, and, as a side issue,
commenced to drive stage for Moore & Davis's old company. After the
death of Mr. Davis, and later, he acquired a stage and mail route of his
own, as elsewhere narrated in detail. After the railroad crowded him
out of that business, in the fall of 1873, he engaged in farming, and in
1891 bought about five acres on Fourteenth Street, Baraboo, which, with
the still faithful assistance of his wife, he has since cultivated. Mrs.
Curry, formerly Miss Elizabeth McCann, is a Canadian of good Irish
ancestry. They were married in 1864, have a married son and three
grandchildren, and one would have to go far and search carefully before
a more wholesome and contented old couple could be found.

ALGER C. PEARSON. One of the youngest of the United States Gov-
ernment's appointees of the year 1916 was Alger C. Pearson, who on
July 10th of that year, when but several months past his majority, was
appointed postmaster of Baraboo. Prior to this time his experience had
been entirely of an agricultural character, but on assuming the duties
of his office he at once showed himself possessed of the abilities neces-
sary to the proper handling of the mails of this live and enterprising
city, and the people of Baraboo have had no reason to complain of the
service that they have thus far received under his administration.

Alger C. Pearson was born on a farm two miles south of Baraboo,
February 19, 1895, a son of Charles L. and Blanche (Hesselgrave)
Pearson. He belongs to, a pioneer family of Wisconsin, his grandfather,
Levi Pearson, a native of New York, having come to this state during the
frontier days and settled on a property fourteen miles northeast of
Portage. There he reclaimed a farm from the wilderness, devoted him-
self to agricultural pursuits during the remainder of his life, and in
later years moved to the farm on which his grandson was born. He
became one of the substantial men of his community and died in comfort-
able circumstances and with the respect and esteem of his fellow citizens,
among whom he was known as a reliable and honorable man of business.
Charles L. Pearson was born on the farm which was originally settled by
his father, and was nine years of age when he accompanied his parents to
the property south of Baraboo. Here he has since passed his life. When
he came to an age at which he was expected to make a choice of vocations
he adopted that of agriculture, and that his course was well chosen is
shown in the fact that he is now one of the substantial farmers of his
locality. He has brought his property to a state of fertility and pro-
ductiveness that makes it one of the most valuable in this section, and
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his various commercial and financial interests make his name well known
in business circles. Mr. Pearson has been a lifelong democrat, and has
been frequently honored by election to offices of importance. After serv-
ing in a number of township and county positions he was elected to the
Wisconsin State Senate, and during' his term in that body represented
his constituents' interests well and established a good record for con-
sistent and energetic work. Mrs. Pearson was born on a farm near Lodi,
Wisconsin, and made her home there until her marriage. She and
Senator Pearson became the parents of six children: Gladys, who is
the wife of Hardy Spencer, of Baraboo; Alpha, who is the wife of Russell
Tye, of Hazelton, North Dakota; Alger C., who is a twin of Alpha; and
Armour, Helen and Berenice, who live with their parents on the. farm.

Alger C. Pearson received his education in the country schools of
Sauk County, was reared as an agriculturist, 'and remained under the
parental roof until his appointment, July 10, 1916, to the office of.post-
master of Baraboo. He at once took charge of the duties of the office
in an energetic and conscientious manner, and under his direction the
mails are being handled expeditiously, accurately and smoothly. This
is a second-class office, and the duties are important and exacting, but in
spite of his youth Postmaster Pearson has discharged them in a satisfying
way. He is courteous and obliging and has already attracted to him
numerous staunch friends among the people of Baraboo. Mr. Pearson
cast his first vote in 1916 and supported President Wilson. He is a
member of the Congregational Church.

JUDSON W. WATERBURY. One of the names that is well known to the
people of Sauk County as standing for expert agricultural ability and
sound citizenship is that of Waterbury, which was established in. this
county as early as 1842 by a pioneer settler, J. I. Waterbury. From
that day to'the present those who have borne the name have been men
of stability and character, for the greater part agriculturists who have
helped to develop to county's farming interests and at the same time
have contributed to its progress as a lawful and desirable part of the
country. A worthy representative of this old and honored Sauk County
family is found in the person of Judson W. Waterbury, whose entire
life has been passed here and who is now the owner of a handsome farm
in Sumpter Township.

Mr. Waterbury, who is a nephew of the pioneer above named, was
born on the farm which he now owns in Sumpter Township, Sauk County,
Wisconsin, July 1, 1867, and is a son of George W. and Jennie (Frizzell)
Waterbury. George W. Waterbury was born in Saint Lawrence County,
New York, and in 1848, acting upon the advice of his brother, J. I., who
had come here six years before, he journeyed to Sauk County and secured
160 acres of land, on which he remained for a short time, then returning
to the Empire state. In 1850 he again came to Wisconsin, that
time to remain permanently, and, having developed his first property,
during the period of the Civil war he purchased an additional 160 acres
from Mr. Underwood, for which he paid $2,500, the top-notch price
at that time. Hle continued to follow farming until 1895, in which year
he retired from active work and moved to Prairie du Sac, where his
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death occurred July 9, 1911, when he was eighty years of age. His early
years here had been passed with his parents, with whom he lived until
his marriage to Jennie Frizzell, who was born at Montpelier, Vermont.
They became the parents of six children, namely: Clayton, who is mar-
ried and resides at Knapp, Wisconsin; Charles F., who was married
and resided in Minnesota until his death in 1912; Judson W., of this
notice; E. S., who is married and lives at Chicago, where for the past
twenty years he has been connected with the big packing and provision
firm of Morris Packing Company;. I. J., who is a resident of Minnesota
and a machinist in the employ of the Big Four Tractor Works; and
Mary E., who is the wife of William B. Anderson, a graduate of the
University of Wisconsin, who did seven years of post-graduate work
and is now head of the Physic department of the University of Oregon
and resides at Crovallis, where their home has been for three years.

Judson W. Waterbury received his education in the schools of Prairie
du Sac, following which, in 1888 and 1889, he pursued a commercial
course in a business college at Valparaiso, Indiana. Returning to his
home, he resumed his labors in assisting his father to cultivate the home
farm, and in 1894 was married and started housekeeping. In the follow-
ing year his parents removed to Prairie du Sac and he took charge of the
farm, which he operated on shares for about six years and then purchased.
He has added to his holdings to some extent and now owns 360 acres
of fertile land, which he has brought up to a. high state of productiveness.
Mr. Waterbury has up-to-date improvements on his property and a
good set of substantial buildings, and his agricultural operations are
carried on in the most approved scientific manner. He raises all the crops
that can be grown in this section and is considered a good, common-
sense farmer, who keeps thoroughly alive to the agricultural develop-
ments being made, and who is cognizant of the possibilities of his vocation.

In 1894 Mr. Waterbury was united in marriage with Miss Alice L.
Shell, a daughter of William and Kate (Mack) Shell, and they have
two children: Eva K., who is attending a young ladies' school, Downer
College, at Milwaukee; and William, who is attending the high school
at Prairie du Sac. Mr. and Mrs. Waterbury and their children belong
to the Methodist Church. He is a member of the Guardians of Liberty.
In political matters he takes an independent stand, it being his idea to
vote for the man rather than for the party.

ALVAH G. GLOVER, a veteran of the Civil war, has been a resident
of Sauk County almost half a century. He did his big work in civil
life as a farmer, and for many years owned and occupied a considerable
tract of land within the city limits of Baraboo. He is now retired and
after providing liberally for his family of children has sufficient for his
own needs through the rest of his days.

Mr. Glover is a native of Maine, in which state he was born October
8, 1843. His parents, Freeman and Hannah (Chase) Glover, were also
natives of Maine. The mother died in that state in 1856. The father
some years later came out to Sauk County, Wisconsin, and bought a
farm in Greenfield Township on which he lived until his death. He
was the father of ten children, four sons and six daughters, and the
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only two now living are Alvah G. and Jane, Mrs. Levenseller, of Dover,
Maine.

Alvah G. Glover grew up in his native state,-had only a public school
education, and was quite a youth when he enlisted on July 28, 1862, in
Company K of the Eleventh Maine Infantry. He gave faithful and
gallant service as a soldier of the Union, and was with his regiment until
granted his honorable discharge on June 12, 1865. Having fulfilled
his duty to his country he went back to his native state, but in a short
time removed to Pennsylvania and after two years there came in the fall
of 1867 to Sauk County, Wisconsin. He acquired a material interest in
the county by the purchase of twenty acres of land in Greenfield Town-
ship. Somewhat later he sold this small farm to his father, and then
bought eighty-five acres in the city limits of Baraboo. He farmed that
place steadily for a period of eighteen years, and eventually sold it to
the Iron Company. Mr. Glover now lives retired at 424 Guppy Street.

He is a republican in politics. For about thirty-five years he has
been a member of the Grand Army of the Republic, and is affiliated
with the Guardians of Liberty and is a member of the Christian Advent
Church at Baraboo.

In 1868 he married Miss Rhoda A. Prothero, of Baraboo. Four
children have been born to their union: Alice Alberta, who died in
Old Mexico; Cora Bell; Claude E.; and Ethel May, who died January
16, 1915, at the age of twenty-eight years.

ALFRED TRUEB. Many productive and useful years have come and
gone since Alfred Trueb took activei charge of the farm where he now
resides in Honey Creek Township near the Village of Plain. Mr. Trueb
is one of the progressive and successful men of Sauk County and has
spent all his life in this one community.

He was born on the home farm where he now resides on August 24,
1859. His parents, John and Elizabeth (Walder) Trueb, were both
born in Switzerland, were married there, and arrived in Sauk County
in 1854. On coming to this county John Trueb bought the homestead
of 160 acres. Thirty acres had already been cleared, but it was largely
through his individual industrious efforts that the remaining acreage was
subdued to the uses of agriculture. Subsequently he acquired by tax
sale forty acres more in Troy Township. John Trueb had much to do
and very little to do with in the early days. He used oxen to perform
the heavy work of the farm and also the hauling of produce to market at
Merrimack and Spring Green. The breaking of the virgin soil was also
performed with ox teams. His chief crops as a farmer were wheat and
hops. John Trueb continued the active management of the old home
farm until 1884, when he turned it over to his son Alfred and then went
to live with his older daughter in Honey Creek Township, -where he died
in 1899. His wife passed away in 1878. They had six children: Anna,
wife of Fred Mellentine, who died in Honey Creek Township in 1916;
Barbara, who taught school for a number of years, and afterwards mar-
ried M. Phifer and died in 1884; Mary, Mrs. Rudolf Alexander, living
on a farm in South Dakota; Herman, who is married and lives in South
Dakota; Salina, who died in childhood; and Alfred.
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All these children grew up on the old home farm and received their
education in the local district school. Alfred Trueb has always lived
at home and in 1884 he married, and from that time forward has managed
the home place. The maiden name of his wife was Augusta Militine.
They have one child, Lily, Mrs. Paul Zech. The mother of this daughter
died, and in 1896 Mr. Trueb married Emelia Geise. They have a family
of five children, all of them still at home, constituting a bright and at-
tractive family circle. Their names are Edna, Lurena, Gilbert, William
and Esther.

Since taking over the old homestead thirty-three years ago Mr. Trueb
has done much to increase its productiveness and its value. He has
rebuilt many of the farm structures and now has under his individual
ownership 304 acres. This is devoted to mixed farming, and he has some-
thing more than a local reputation as a stock raiser and dairyman. He
has been successful in the breeding of Norman horses and the Shorthorn
Durham cattle. Mr. Trueb is a stockholder in the Sauk City Creamery.
He is a republican and his family are members of the Black Hawk Church.

LAWRENCE KELLER. Since its establishment in Sauk County in 1854
the occupation of farming has received decided impetus through the labor
and good judgment of the members of the Keller family. Those bearing
this name have steadfastly endeavored to increase or maintain the pro-
duction of the land without exhausting the soil of its fertility, and thus
have proven helpful factors in keeping agricultural standards high in
their community. A well-known and worthy representative of this
family is Lawrence Keller, who has lived all his life in Sauk County and
who is now the owner of land in Sumpter and Freedom townships. It
has been his fortune to have succeeded in the vocation in which his fore-
fathers engaged and at the same time to have established a reputation as
a sound and stable citizen.

Mr. Keller was born on the homestead place in the Township of
Sumpter in 1876, his parents being John and Minnie (Tholke) Keller.
His father came from Albany, New York, in 1854, and settled with the
grandfather of Lawrence Keller in Sumpter Township. In 1861 his
father enlisted in the Sixth Wisconsin Battery for service during the Civil
war, and fought bravely as a soldier of the Union. Upon his return from
his military duties he resumed farming on the home place, but in 1868, at
the time of his marriage, moved to another place. He continued to carry
on general farming there until 1888, when he rented his property and
went to Prairie du Sac, where, in partnership with Mr. Waffel he started
an implement business, and remained in that enterprise for three years.
This business is now conducted by J. P. Doll & Co. Returning to the
farm in 1891, he resumed the tilling of the soil. In 1897 he opened the
Commercial House at Prairie du Sac and continued its proprietor for
two years, at the same time carrying on his farm. In March, 1911, he
retired from business and his death occurred at Prairie du Sac in 1914.
Mrs. Keller still survives and resides at that place. John Keller was one
of the highly respected men of his community and served for a time as
a member of the township board. He and Mrs. Keller were members of
the Evangelical Church and were the parents of twelve children, as
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follows: John E., who lives in the State of Washington; Ollie, who died
at the age of twelve years; U. C., who was clerk of the County Court for
six years and now lives at Prairie du Sac; Eugene, who died at the age of
eleven years; Lawrence; Benjamin, who died in infancy; Leo, who is
engaged in farming in the State of Oregon; Reuben, who is also engaged
in farming in that state; Addie, the wife of Henry Kinzler, who operates
the Sumpter Creamery in Sumpter Township; H. R., who resides on a
farm near Stratford, Wisconsin; Lulu, who is the wife of William Roaper,
a foreman in construction work at Madison, Wisconsin; and Sena, who
is the wife of Ralph Southerland, a painter of Baraboo, Wisconsin.

The public schools of Sumpter Township furnished Lawrence Keller
with his educational training while he was growing to manhood on the
home farm. The mere fact of a man being born on a farm does not by
any means make of him a farmer, but Mr. Keller's training was such
that he has been able to realize a profit from his operations through
up-to-date business methods. Such results require clear-headed ability
possessed only by the practical farmer, such as Mr. Keller, who com-
menced with an understanding of his vocation, and thus has been able
to follow it up with success. He has engaged in general farming and
stock raising, in both of which departments of farm work he has been
prosperous, and his property, which consists of eighty acres in Sumpter
Township and twenty acres in Freedom Township, shows evidence of the
presence of industry and able management.

Mr. Keller was married in 1903 to Miss Minna Baumgarth, a graduate
of the Sauk City High School and a successful rural school teacher for a
number of years. She was the daughter of Henry and Hedwig (Vogel)
Baumgarth. Her father, who was a farmer in Troy Township, died when
she was a small child, leaving a widow and four children as follows:
Edward C., a farmer in Town of Sumpter; Dr. Henry, a dentist in
Chicago; Minna; and Alma, the wife of Reuben R. Keller, of Millican,
Oregon. The mother was subsequently married to George Walser, and
now resides at Sauk City. Mr. and Mrs. Keller are the parents of two
children: Marvel, born January, 1905, and Theon J., born March, 1906.
Mr. Keller is a republican, and while not a politician, takes a keen interest
in affairs of his community. He is fraternally affiliated with the local
lodge of the Modern Woodmen of America, in which he has numerous
friends.

THADbEUS BANKS HANGER has found his work and has profited from
his business as a farmer in Freedom Township. He is one of the highly
respected residents of that locality and in the estimation of his friends
and acquaintances has fully deserved all the success that has followed his
efforts. '

Though a resident of Sauk County most of his life, Mr. Hanger was
born in Pennsylvania March 28, 1853. He is a son of Jacob and Matilda
Jane (Shirley) Hanger. His father was born in Germany, and came to
America when still unmarried as did his wife. They were married in
Pennsylvania and made their home in Ly6oming County of that state
until 1866, when they came to Wisconsin. From Kilbourn they journeyed
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with wagon and team into Freedom Township of Sauk County and located
on the farm now owned by Thaddeus B. Later the father retired to
Reedsburg, where he died at the age of seventy-seven, and his widow
passed away in that town in 1901, aged eighty-five. Their children were:
John Calvert, Ann, Thaddeus B., Alice Viola and William Henry. The
father was a democrat in politics and the family had long been identified
with the Methodist Episcopal Church.

Thaddeus Banks Hanger was thirteen years of age when he came to
Sauk County. He attended the public schools of Pennsylvania and also
had a few terms of instruction in Freedom Township of Sauk County.
In early life he took up the trade of plasterer and stone mason, and
after his marriage he lived in the Village of North Freedom until 1902,
when he moved to his present farm in Freedom Township. As a farmer
he handles 120 acres of fertile and well-managed land, and keeps some
high-grade Holstein cattle. Most of the improvements on the farm have
been made by his labor or under his direction. He has one of the best
barns in this part of the county, a gambrel roof structure 32 by 66 feet.
Mr. Hanger is a republican in politics and for some years has served
on the school board.

April 16, 1879, he married Miss Mary Murphy. She was born in
Westfield Township of Sauk County June 30, 1860, daughter of Richard
and Mary (Larken) Murphy. Both her parents were born in Ireland
and were brought to this country when young and were married in Ohio,
settling in Westfield Township of Sauk County in the early '50s. Mary
Larken was a daughter of Andrew and Margaret Larken, whose names
should be recorded among the pioneer settlers of Sauk County. They
spent their last years on their farm in Westfield Township. Richard
Murphy died in March, 1882, while his widow survived to the advanced
age of ninety-one, passing away May 15, 1917. They had seven children:
Jennie, Margaret, Daniel, Mary, William, who died in 1912, at the age
of fifty, Morris and Richard.

Mr. and Mrs. Hanger had a family of five children: Bruce Max, the
oldest, is living in Denver, Colorado, and by his marriage to Miss Kate
Reger has one son, Bruce. Glenn is still a factor at home and has a large
share of the responsibilities connected with the farm. Pearl is the wife
of Roy Miner, of North Freedom, and they have one child, Clifford
Thaddeus. Clinton is now a bookkeeper in the Pennsylvania Railway
offices at Chicago, and married Blanche Douglas. The fifth and young-
est child was named Clifford Thaddeus and died in infancy.

WILLIAM STOECKMANN is one of the live and progressive citizens of
Ableman, has lived in that community thirty-five years and almost con-
tinuously has been identified with the quarry industry, which is so
important in that section of Sauk County. He is now superintendent of
the largest quarries around Ableman, and has other financial interests
and in various ways has served the welfare of the community.

Mr. Stoeckmann was born in Germany, January 8, 1861. His parents,
Michael and Caroline Stoeckmann, came to Ameri6a and located in
Ableman in 1882. The father acquired a tract of land in Excelsior Town-
ship and out of it developed a first-class farm. He finally sold his agri-
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cultural interests and is still living, at the age of eighty-four, with his
daughter, Mrs. James Sprul, at North Freedom. The wife and mother
died in 1907, when about seventy years of age. Michael Stoeckmann was
a republican in politics and an active member of the Baptist Church. He
and his wife had five children: William; Albert, a farmer in Excelsior
Township; Theodore, of Ableman; Bertha, wife of James Sprul; and
Charles, who is a minister of the Baptist Church now stationed at St.
Paul, Minnesota.

William Stoeckmann was about twenty-one years of age when he came
with his parents to Wisconsin. He had grown up in his native land, had
attended the common schools of that country, and had learned the value
of honest toil before he arrived in Sauk County. He put his sturdy
energy to good account as a workman in the stone quarries of the North-
western Railroad. After two years there he entered the employ of W. G.
LaRue, and has been with that great quarry industry continuously since
that date. In September, 1916, he was made superintendent of the quar-
ries. and handles. the practical operations of the business. In 1908 Mr.
Stoeekmann built a fine home at Ableman and he and his family now
live in very congenial.and comfortable surroundings. Mr. Stoeckmann
is a stockholder in the Farmers State Bank of Ableman and in the Able-
man Co-operative Creamery Association.

He has been a member of the council, a village trustee and for several
years was president of the council but finally resigned that office. In
politics his support is given to the republican party. Mr. Stoeckmann
and family are members of the Lutheran Church.

In 1887 he married Miss Ida Gall, of Ableman, daughter of Daniel
Gall and member of a well-known Sauk County family elsewhere referred
to in this publication. Mr. and Mrs. Stoeckmann have seven children:
Martha, Mabel, Mary, Madeline, Reuben, Viola and Lillian, all of whom
are living. Two daughters are married, and Mr. and Mrs. Stoeckmann
have three grandchildren. Martha is the wife of Fred Jolitz, and their
two children are Alvera and Jane. Mabel is the wife of Herman Doro
and has one daughter, Ida.

W. A. JOHNSON, the venerable citizen of Baraboo, is one of the oldest
natives of the county, having been born on Sauk Prairie in 1841. His
parents came to the county in early middle life and purchased Govern-
ment land on the west side of the prairie, where they both died in the
early '90s. The father, who was a blacksmith, as well as a carpenter
and stone mason, built and operated the first mill for grinding corn in
Sauk County. He had a blacksmith shop on his farm. The head of the
family had four sons in the Civil war, Benjamin, George W., Judge
William A., and D. Joseph. After the war the latter went to North
Dakota, where he took up a soldier's homestead of a quarter section and
purchased an additional 120 acres. As a farmer and leading resident of
Barnes County he served as county commissioner for five years and as
county judge for twelve. He was also repeatedly selected as a delegate
to various state conventions. In 1907 Judge Johnson returned to his
native county and located at Baraboo, where he has since resided. Mr.
and Mrs. Johnson celebrated their golden wedding on November 6, 1917.
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HERMAN E. STONE has lived in Sauk County all his life. In fact he
has never been beyond the county limits for more than a month at a
time. In view of the prosperity that he won as a substantial farmer in
Sumpter Town and the high standing he enjoys as a citizen, now living
retired at Baraboo, he is extremely loyal to his native section, and is
one of the men who have not only seen Sauk County grow from small
beginnings but has borne his own individual care and responsibility in
that growth and advancement.

He was born in the Town of Sumpter, Sauk County, September 14,
1849, a son of Ransom E. and Lydia Lathrop (Tracy) Stone. His parents
were both born in St. Lawrence County, New York, the father on Novem-
ber 17, 1813, and the mother on December 14, 1819. They grew up and
married there on September 3, 1844, and just two years later, in 1846,
they arrived in Wisconsin and located on a tract of land in the Town
of Sumpter, which as yet had few settlers and only here and there had
clearings been made in the forest. To the degree that all sturdy, per-
sistent and honorable men prospered in that time and generation, Ransom
Stone also prospered, and he lived a life of quiet influence and substantial
effort. Before he came to Wisconsin he was a teacher in New York State,
and at one time, under the old system, he served as county superintendent
of schools in Sauk County. He was also for many years chairman of the
town, and after the formation of that party became a loyal adherent of
republican principles. He died March 6, 1884, and his wife passed away
September 9, 1895. There were seven children: Oren, who lives at
Riverside, California; Orlando E., of Prairie du Sac, but spends his
winters in California; Herman E.; Martha, wife of Edwin Knapp, of
California; Florence, of California; Isabel, wife of Charles Crawford;
A. W. Stone, who for thirty years was a prominent banker and real
estate owner in Kingsbury County, South Dakota, where he died in July,
1915.

Herman E. Stone grew up on the old farm established by his father
in the town of Sumpter, attended the schools maintained in that com-
munity, and then applied his best energies to making a home for himself,
and he continued to be identified with farming there until six years ago,
when he retired to a comfortable home in the City of Baraboo. He
started out on a farm adjoining the old home place and later bought the
homestead and still owns that place. At one time he was owner of
between 500 and 600 acres, and two of his sons now have the active farm
management. Mr. Stone is a republican, served fourteen years as chair-
man of the town and was town clerk eight years. He resigned the office
of chairman when he came to Baraboo. At the present time Mr. Stone
is one of the three trustees of the Sauk County Poor Farm and Asylum,
and is also attending to the duties of county humane officer.

On November 10, 1875, he married Miss Mary Matilda Lenich, who
was born in Reedsburg, Sauk County, in 1855, daughter of Joseph Lenich.
With all the satisfaction that might be derived from his material accom-
plishments. Mr. Stone feels that the best results of his life are represented
in his noble sons and daughters, nine in number. Lyman E., the oldest,
is now one of the active managers of the old homestead in the town of
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Sumpter; Ethel is the wife of Irwin Winter, of Cameron, Wisconsin.
Mabel is the wife of II. A. Swanson, of Clay Center, Nebraska. Allen
lives in the town of Sumpter. Birdie married Jacob Weirich, of the Town
of Greenfield. Truman R. is associated with his brother Allen in the
management of the old farm. Gladys lives at home. Iva is attending
school at Clay Center, Nebraska. Lila, the youngest, is also a member of
the home circle.

FRANK HERFORT, proprietor of the Frank Herfort Canning Com-
pany, has given Baraboo one of its best and most highly specialized
industries. It is a business that means a great deal to the welfare and
permanent prosperity of the city and the surrounding country. It has
made possible the intensive cultivation of land, it furnishes employment
to a great many people and through its products serves to make the name
Baraboo better known to the world at large.

While now a business leader in this Wisconsin City, Frank Herfort
began life under peculiarly inauspicious circumstances. He was a poor
boy and in addition lost his father when he was still a child and has been
dependent upon his own exertions since an age when most boys are con-
sidered children and still under the watchful care of home and school
teachers.

Mr. Herfort, though his life has largely been spent in Sauk County,
was born in Germany August 1, 1860, a son of Florian and Maria (Mann)
Herfort. He spent about six or seven years of his early life in Germany
and attended one term of school there. The family then immigrated
to America, locating in Baraboo, Wisconsin, on August 1, 1867. His
father was a shoemaker by trade and worked in the shop now known as
the Dibble Shoe Shop at Baraboo. He did not long survive after coming
to this country and passed away in May, 1868, leaving five sons: August
F., Joseph and Carl, all now deceased; Paul and Frank. The mother of
these children died in 1885.

After coming to Baraboo Mr. Frank Herfort attended the public
schools, but at the age of ten years he began earning wages. He worked
in a local nursery for fifty cents a day, and for one year was employed
by a local business house at wages of board and clothing. The following
year his experience enabled him to demand five dollars a month. He
was assigned to the work of delivering the goods for the store, and deliv-
ered them all in a wheelbarrow. He continued clerking for eight years,
and while part of his wages went to the upkeep of the family he managed
by dint of the greatest economy and thrift to save $230. He had a
young friend, F. C. Peck, who had accumulated a capital of $300. Put
together this capital enabled the young men to'start a grocery business
of their own. Later they changed to dry goods. Their first store was
on the South Side, where the Schey Store is now located, and later they
were where the Peck Mercantile House now stands. The firm was Peck
& Herfort, and it was a prosperous and thriving business. Mr. Herfort
finally sold out to his partner in 1902 and then engaged in the general
merchandise business on Third Street. That location he retained for five
years, but in 1907 sold out to engage in the canning business.
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Mr. Herfort bought the old canning factory at Baraboo and under
his stimulating direction the business has never failed to return a profit

both to its owners and to the community at large. On April 9, 1915, the

entire establishment was wiped out by fire, but it was rebuilt and ready

for operation by August of the same year. It is now conducted on a larger
and better scale than ever. During the canning season from 100 to 150

people are employed and twenty-five teams are also necessary to handle

the business. The year around the factory employs on the average

about twenty persons. The factory has an output of about 100,000 cases

and during the season it is operated to the limit of its capacity. The

special products of the Frank Herfort Canning Company are peas and

corn. The company owns lands upon which are produced about a third
of the crop canned, while individual growers in and around Baraboo
raise the rest. About $25,000 are paid out for labor every year.

Mr. Herfort has always been an interested and public spirited citizen

of Baraboo. He was one of the charter members of the Baraboo Fire

Department and was connected with its operation and maintenance for

twenty-eight years. He is a republican and a member of the Knights

of Pythias. In 1885 he married Miss Frederica Wilde, who was born in

Germany in May, 1860. Mr. and Mrs. Herfort have had three children:
Edna died in 1904 at the age of seventeen; Randall H., born July 11,

1895, is a graduate of the Baraboo High School and the Baraboo Business
College, and is now a corporal in Company I, Sixth Wisconsin Volunteer
Infantry, having enlisted in July, 1917; and Lawrence Howard, born
June 8, 1903, is a student in the public schools.

WILLIAM WICHERN is one of the substantial element of agriculturists

and stock husbandmen in Sauk County and has his fine farm in Baraboo
Township, in which locality he has practically spent all his life.

He was born in that township August 3, 1869, and is a son of Henry

and Charlotte (Frick) Wichern. His father was born in Hanover, Ger-

many, in 1827, and his mother was born in West Prussia in 1841. About

1862 they came to Sauk County and located in Baraboo Township. Henry
Wichern worked as a renter for several years and during that time

cleared up a large amount of land. He finally bought eighty acres near

where his son William now lives, and that farm constituted his home

and the scene of his active efforts for about thirty years. He died in

1897. He was a republican and a member of the German Methodist
Episcopal Church in Baraboo Township. He was one of the regular

attendants and supporters of that church when its pastor was John A.

Salzer. Henry Wichern was married in Germany when a young man,

and by this first marriage had three children: Meta, deceased; Matthew,

in California; and Maggie, living at Osage, Iowa. His second wife was

a widow when he married her. She had one child by her first mar-

riage, Charles Spaver, now in the drug business at Racine, Wiscon-

sin. Henry Wichern and wife by their' marriage had two children,
William and Albert.

William Wichern grew up on a Saukl County farm and attended the

public schools. Ile learned the lessons of industry and independence at
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an early age and has always applied his efforts chiefly to, farming. He
is now the owner of 160 acres. The improvements mark it out as one of
the notable homesteads in Baraboo Township, and most of the value has
been put into the land by his own enterprise. Mr. Wichern has lived
there since June, 1897. His place is known as the Cherry Red Ranch.
He has had considerable success in the breeding of pure bred Red Polled
cattle, high-grade Percheron horses and Rhode Island Red poultry.
Besides his interests as a farmer Mr. Wichern is a stockholder in the
Excelsior Co-operative Creamery Company of Baraboo. In politics he
is a republican and has served as clerk of the school board seven years.

He was married in June, 1897, to Miss Martha Camp, who was born
in Sauk County in 1872 and graduated from the Baraboo High School
in 1891. She represents a pioneer family here. Her father was the late
James Camp, who enlisted from Sauk County and made a most creditable
record as a soldier with the Twelfth Wisconsin Infantry. It is estimated
that during his campaigning he marched a total distance of 10,000
miles. Mr. and Mrs. Wichern are the parents of four children, Ernest
and Bernice, Gerald and Doris. Ernest and Bernice are twins and were
born June 14, 1898. Both graduated from the Baraboo High School
with the class of 1916 and Bernice is now a student in the Platteville
Normal School. Ernest is attending an electrical school in Detroit,
Michigan. Gerald was born May 1, 1901, and is in the second year of
the high school at Baraboo. Doris, also a school girl, was born May 14,
1906. The family attend the Presbyterian Church.

WILLIAM H. PAYNE has spent practically all the years of an effective
and useful lifetime in Sauk County. All other activities have been only
incidental to his main vocation as a successful farmer. His home, where
he has lived since his marriage, is in Sumpter Township and it constitutes
a farm of modern improvements and under a highly efficient system of
management.

Mr. Payne was born in 1847 and is a son of Charles and Orpha
(Squires) Payne. His father was born in New York State and his
mother in Vermont. They were married in New York December 25,
1846, and in the spring of the following year arrived in Wisconsin, first
locating in Roxbury, but after a year moving to Sauk County and locating
in what was then Kingston, now Sumpter Township. From about 1848
until 1871 he lived on and owned the Ed Payne farm at Stones Pocket.
He then moved to a new farm which he had bought at the locality known
as Payne's Corners, and in that locality he was busily engaged with his
farming and other affairs until 1898. In that year he moved to Prairie
du Sac, and lived retired until his death on June 22, 1907. He was
born July 16, 1824, in the town of Massena, St. Lawrence County, New
York, and was nearly eighty-three years, old when he died. His wife
died August 28, 1900, and he afterwards married Mrs. Julia Durkee, of
Prairie du Sac, who died in July, 1913. While living at Stones Pocket
Charles Payne helped build the first. log schoolhouse in that section. In
the early days he did his farming and clearing with the aid of oxen and
had a reputation as a most efficient man in swinging the cradle at harvest
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time. He was able to cut five acres a day. In using oxen for breaking
up the land it was customary to drive as many as ten yoke and the plow
was what was known as the "bull plow," and would cut a furrow three
feet wide. Charles Payne was a very progressive man and he owned
the first horse rake in the township. Before he got his land under culti-
vation he employed his services as a teamster and would haul produce
to Milwaukee with his oxen and bring back provisions and other supplies
for local merchants. Later he spent all his time and energies on his farm.
For many years, until the construction of railways through the locality
and the establishment of mills, he hauled his grain and produce to Madi-
son, Portage, Baraboo and other convenient railway points.

William H. Payne was one of a family of four children. His brother
J. C. Payne lives in Baraboo. Another brother is Isaac Payne. His only
sister, Elizabeth, is the widow of Oran McGilvra, who died in 1912 in
Sumpter Township.

Williarh H. Payne attended the local schools in Sumpter Township,
and his early environment was that of the typical Wisconsin farm boy.
In June, 1877, he married Persis Dennett, a daughter of John and
Martha (Morrill) Dennett. For forty years Mr. and Mrs. Payne lived
together, sharing their joys and troubles and their increasing prosperity,
and it was a heavy loss and affliction when she was taken away on Febru-
ary 3, 1917. She was the mother of two children. George was born in
1880 and died in 1882. The daughter, Martha Orpha, was born in 1883
and is the wife of Mr. John Meisser, a son of John M. Meisser and wife,
who were formerly residents of Prairie du Sac, but for the past four
years have lived in Montana. Mr. and Mrs. John Meisser live with her
father and Mr. Meisser, besides operating his own farm of eighty acres,
has the management of the Payne farm of 120 acres. He is a very com-
petent agriculturist and is making these farms pay handsomely. Mr.
and Mrs. Meisser have one child, Sybil, born in 1907. She is the only
grandchild of Mr. Payne.

Mr. Payne in politics is a republican. Besides his work as a farmer
he has found time to make himself a useful factor in the community and
has never neglected the' poor and the distressed, the call to neighborly
duty and the co-operation with all good things.

MICHAEL HANLEY was one of those sturdy pioneers who helped to
clear up and develop the wood lands of Sauk County. He lived a very
active and energetic life, was a man of usefulness to himself, his family
and his community, and his name is one that deserves to be enrolled per-
manently among the pioneers of this section.

He was born in Ireland August 27, 1834. He was early left an orphan
and he was reared largely in the home of his bachelor cousin, Michael
Hanley. This. cousin early came across the waters and located in Provi-
dence, Rhode Island, and young Michael joined him there when fourteen
years of age. Through the influence of his cousin he was able to attend
public schools in Connecticut and he also learned farming in that state.
At Providence he learned the machinist trade, serving a three years'
apprenticeship. In. 1856 his brother, John Hanley, had come west to
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Sauk County. With James Norton as a partner he took up a tract of
Government land here. James Norton was subsequently lost during a
hard winter in Sauk County and was frozen to death before he could
reach a settlement. John Hanley retained the land which he and his
partner had taken up.

In December, 1860, Mr. Hanley came to Sauk County and in the spring
of 1861 bought eighty acres of land from C. J. Lamb. He and his cousin
Michael cleared up this tract, and subsequently the bachelor cousin bought
the 149 acres where Mrs. Michael Hanley now lives. The bachelor cousin
subsequently gave Michael the farm. This cousin died in Minnesota.

Michael Hanley cleared up and improved a good farm in Sauk
County and he erected a fine barn, which was struck by lightning and
destroyed. He also improved a good home, and was a man of substantial
prosperity before his death, which occurred October 9, 1903. He was
independent in politics, was assessor of his township and lent his influ-
ence steadily to the improvement of roads and other facilities.

He first married in Providence, Rhode Island, Mary Kelley, and by
that union there was six children. In 1876 he married Bridget Dockery.
Mrs. Hanley was born at Providence, Rhode Island, March 24, 1847, a
daughter of James and Catherine (Leicey) Dockery. Her parents came
from Ireland to New York and later settled in Providence, where her
father worked at his trade as a mason. In the course of time he acquired
two farms and gave his later years to their improvement. James and
Catherine Dockery were married in 1843, and both of them died on the
same day, December 3, 1865.

After their marriage Mr. and Mrs. Michael Hanley located on their
farm in Freedom Township, and Mrs. Hanley has lived there for over
forty years. The family are members of the Catholic Church at Baraboo.

Mrs. Hanley is the mother of eight children. Frank is a farmer and
a bee man in Freedom Township. Mark has spent the last eleven years
in Canada. Walter died at the age of eight years and James Augustine
died at the age of eighteen months. Mary is a trained nurse now living
in Milwaukee. Peter Clarence is a prospector and spends his time in
British Columbia. Albert is deceased. Edna is the wife of Robert
Stewart, having formerly been a teacher in Sauk County.

John Hanley, a brother of the late Michael Hanley, and previously
referred to, came to Sauk County in 1856 and bought a farm of 134 acres
in Freedom Township. He cleared up the land and lived there success-
fully and honorably until his death in 1905, at the age of seventy-six.
He married Rose Bennett, of Providence, Rhode Island, and she is now
living in Rusk County, Wisconsin. John Hanley was a republican and
was chairman of his township board and for some years served as assessor
and justice of the peace. He was an active member of the Catholic
Church. He and his wife had ten children, four of whom are still living:
James, in North Dakota; Mrs. O. B. Gray, also in North Dakota; Edward,
in Minnesota; and Mrs. Julia Hasson, of Rusk County, Wisconsin.

CHARLES HENRY GOEDECKE. When Mr. Goedecke was born in Troy
Township of Sauk County December 12, 1860, his parents were living
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in one of the log houses which were typcial of the time and which indi-
cated the fact of their pioneer ventures in this section of Wisconsin.
This is an old and honored family name, and much has been done that
can be traced directly to the worthy efforts of the Goedeckes. Charles
Henry Goedecke has long been an active merchant at Ableman, and while
his business affairs have prospered he has also found opportunity to serve
his community in public positions.

His parents were John Henry Louis and Julia Henrietta Anna (Mors-
bach) Goedecke. His father was born in Brunswick Ger, Germany, in 1834
and his mother was born in Germany in 1836. The latter came to Mil-
waukee in 1847 with her parents, Mr. and Mrs. John Morsbach. John
H. L. Goedecke located in Milwaukee in 1852, and he married his wife
there. For several years they lived in Waupun and Cross Plains, and
then went as pioneers into Troy Township in Sauk County and secured
a tract of Government land. For three years the father clerked at Sauk
City for Charles Nebel and in 1865 he removed to Spring Green and
engaged in business there with his brother-in-law, Jacob Witzel. That
firm continued at Spring Green five years. In 1869 Mr. Witzel sold his
share in the store to Adam Fey. In 1871 the firm of Fey & Goedecke
established a store at Ableman, and built up and conducted for years the
leading general merchandise establishment of that community. After the
senior partners reached an age where they did not desire to continue
active in responsibilities they turned matters over to their sons, and the
business is still conducted under the name Fey & Goedecke Company.

John Henry Louis Goedecke was a democrat in politics. For fifteen
years he held the office of postmaster at Ableman. He and his good
wife lived to celebrate their golden wedding anniversary on October 26,
1906, and that was an occasion of great rejoicing for them and their
children and many friends. The father died December 13, 1915, nearly
ten years later, while his wife passed away April 28, 1910. They were
the parents of three sons and one daughter: Charles Henry; Louis, of
Knapp, Wisconsin; Hugo, of Kilbourn, Wisconsin; and Ella, wife of
Victor Ralofsky, a resident of Joplin, Missouri, and owner of some zinc
and lead mines at Miami, Oklahoma.

Charles Henry Goedecke was reared in several different communities,
including Sauk City and Spring Green. He attended public school at
the latter place and also at Ableman. His first teacher was James Lott,
and he also attended school under Mrs. N. M. Bliss of Baraboo. He gave
up his studies and faced the practical world at the age of thirteen and
did not attend school again until he was twenty-four, when for a brief
four months he was a student at Winona, Wisconsin, and at the same
time was employed in the store of Kingsbury & Holland in that town.
In the meantime he had worked in a. stave mill at Ableman and also had
some arduous experience in the lumber woods.

In 1885 Mr. Goedecke returned to Ableman and became a member
of the firm with his father. After two and a half years he sought a larger
field for his business and going to Chicago gained a metropolitan experi-
ence as clerk in different grocery stores. He lived there for a number
of years, in 1902 returned to Ableman and then took up an active part
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in the business established by his father and assumed most of the responsi-
bilities of his father's interests.

Mr. Goedeeke is a republican in politics. While his father was post-
master at Ableman he served as assistant for about two years. For four
years he was village treasurer, and has shown himself' ever ready and
willing to aid in any enterprise for the betterment of the community.
He is an active member of the Commercial Club and belongs to the
German Singers' Society.

Mr. Goedecke was married in 1893, at Chicago,' to Miss Helen Reichow,
who was born in Germany in 1873, a daughter of Albert Reichow, now a
resident of Chicago. Mr. and Mrs. Goedecke have had a happy and ideal
home life, and in the course of years nine children have blessed their
union. All these children are still living, mentioned briefly as follows:
Walter, born May 28, 1894, is now a second lieutenant and .is at Camp:
Green, North Carolina, expecting soon a call to France; Raymond,'born
March 13, 1896; Irving, born August 16, 1899; Harold, born January 8,
1902;. Hazel, born February 5, 1904; Roy, born July 18, 1905;; Louis,
born October 26, 1906; Victor, born March 28, 1909; and Hubert, born
January 19, 1910. '

BENJAMIN G. PADDOCK (deceased), and Herbert E. Paddock, his son,
have long been identified with the business, industrial, financial and pub-
lic activities of' Lavalle and the county. When the father came to Wis-
consin from New York in 1858 he settled at Ironton Village, then quite a
manufacturing town. There he engaged in business, served as postmaster
of the village, town clerk and justice of the peace and, in 1871, when he
commenced his term as sheriff, moved to Baraboo. At the end of his term
he returned to Ironton, in 1873 opened a store a, Lavalle, and in 1876 fixed
his residence there. At that point he also engaged in the manufacture
of barrel staves, served as postmaster, in 1888 was elected to the Legis-
lature, and died at Lavalle in March, 1900. Herbert E. succeeded to his
father's interests and in 1902 organized the State Bank of Lavalle, of
which he has since been president.

EDWARD V. ALEXANDER, long and prominently known in Baraboo,
represents an old family name of that-'city, and his wife's'people were
also influential in the early days of Sauk County.

Mr. Alexander was born in the City of Baraboo, in a house where the
railway depot now stands. His birth occurred December 5. 1852. His
parents were Dr. Josephus and Mary (Hazen) Alexander. Dr. Josephus
Alexander was born in Cuyahoga County, Ohio, in 1820. His wife was
born in New York State in 1826, but when a girl her parents removed
to Waterloo in Jefferson County, Wisconsin. Dr. Josephus Alexander
came to Sauk County when a young man, and was married in 1850. He
took up his residence in Baraboo and was in active proctice as a physician
until 1855. His partner in practice was Doctor Arnold. Dr. Josephus
Alexander died in 1857, when his. son Edward was only five years of
age. His widow survived him many years and passed away in 1908.
They had just two children, and the daughter, Mary, died in infancy.
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Edward V. Alexander was educated at Baraboo principally, both at
the public and private schools. He was in the private school conducted
by Professor Kimball. Mr. Alexander's chief business activity is looking
after his farming interests, and he owns twenty acres in the corporation
limits, formerly the property of his father. His father had taken up
forty acres of Government land adjoining Baraboo, and it is a portion of
this estate which Edward V. Alexander still occupies. In politics he is
a republican and has been quite active in local affairs. He served as
supervisor of Baraboo- for several years, an office he still holds, and for
the past three years has been chairman of the committee on county build-
ings. He is member of the Unitarian Church.

In 1903 Mr. Alexander married Miss Eva J. Slye. She was born
in Waukesha, Wisconsin, March 15, 1852, a: daughter of Dr. L. Calvin
and Abigail Annette (Church) Slye. The late Doctor Slye, whose name
is so familiar to many of the older generation in Sauk County, was born
in Shaftsbury, Vermont, July 15, 1815. 'He studied medicine, and when
a young man located for praetice at Waukesha, Wisconsin. While there
he practiced as an allopath. At Waukesha he met Miss Church, who was
born in Newport, New Hampshire, December 5, 1818, and was on a visit
to Waukesha at the time. They soon afterwards returned to Jefferson
County, New York, and were married at Henderson in that county May
27, 1847. Doctor Slye continued practice at Waukesha, but in 1857
removed to Baraboo, where he became a homeopathic physician. He was
very successful and skillful in his work and continued his professional
work for many years. His death occurred February 2, 1898, and his wife
passed away April 13th of the same year. Doctor Slye was noted as a
student, both in his profession and in general literature. He was a
follower of the Swedenborgian faith and in politics was a republican.
Many years ago he built the home at 226 Sixth Avenue in Baraboo, which
is now owned by Mrs. Alexander. Doctor Slye and wife had two daugh-
ters: Eva Jane, Mrs. Alexander; and May Bell, who was born April
30, 1859, and died September 3, 1862.

Mr. and Mrs. Alexander are very active members of the Sauk County
Historical Society. Mr. Alexander is one of the curators of the society,
and his wife is the treasurer. Mrs. Alexander was liberally educated.
She attended the public schools of Baraboo and also the fine private
school taught by Miss Lucy and Miss Laura Lawrence. The school
occupied a building where the Episcopal Church now stands. Mrs.
Alexander prior to her marriage taught in Lyons and at Ableman, and.
while living in Ableman she boarded at the home of Colonel Ableman,
the founder of that town.

WILBUR D. JOHNSON. Now living retired at Baraboo, Wilbur D.
Johnson has played a very active role in business affairs in Sauk County.
His people were in Wisconsin while it was still a territory, and various
members of the family have done their part in redeeming Sauk County
from the wilderness.

Mr. Johnson was born at Fayette in Lafayette County, Wisconsin,
December 12, 1850. His parents first located in Lafayette County and
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from there came to Sauk County. He is a son of William B. M. and
Phebe Ann (Eaton) Johnson. His father was born in Shelby County,
Indiana, January 27, 1819, while the mother was born in Ohio in 1827.
In 1841 William B. M. Johnson came to Wisconsin and located in
Lafayette County, where he lived until after his marriage. Miss Eaton
arrived in the same county in 1845 with her parents, who spent the rest
of their lives in that section. In October, 1853, William B. M. Johnson
and wife removed to Sumpter Township of Sauk County and bought a
farm of eighty acres at King's Corners. They lived there and prospered
for a number of years but subsequently moved out to Iowa, where the
father died in 1893. His widow subsequently went to live with her
daughter, Mrs. Flora Riley, in North Dakota, and died there in 1908.
They had a very large family of children: Byron, deceased; Charles,
deceased; Louisa, deceased; Wilbur D.; Lyman; Clarina, deceased;
Joshua; Walter, deceased; Crete; Ransom, deceased; Joseph; and Flora.

Wilbur D. Johnson was reared on a farm in Sauk county. He at-
tended public schools until fifteen years of age and he early learned
the lessons of industry and that the most substantial successes of life
come to determined energy and a logical purpose. He took up farming
for himself and for a short time he lived in Iowa. Returning to Sauk
county, he resumed farming in Sumpter township and was one of the
substantial agriculturists of that section for two years, and then moved
to Excelsior township, where he farmed for sixteen years. In 1899
Mr. Johnson moved into Reedsburg and for ten years was local repre-
sentative of the Standard Oil Company. He then established a farmers'
hitch barn in Reedsburg, and in 1915 he sold that business and estab-
lished a similar one in Baraboo, which he conducted for a year and a
half before selling out. Mr. Johnson then established the Johnson Stor-
age Garage at the corner of Oak and Fifth streets, and he still owns the
establishment, though it is leased and under operation by another man.
Mr. Johnson was one of the organizers of the Excelsior Cheese Factory
and was treasurer and sales manager for a number of years. He also
helped organize the canning factory at Reedsburg. Thus his enterprise
has been helpful in giving Sauk county some of its substantial business
enterprises.

Mr. Johnson is a republican and has been very active in party poli-
tics, serving as delegate to.county conventions for about eighteen years,
though he never asked for any office for himself. He is a member of
the Methodist Episcopal church and both his parents were of the same
denomination. Fraternally he is affiliated with the Camp of the Modern
Woodmen of America.

A stimulus to his business energy through many years was his wife
and children, and now that his children are grown and most of them
established in homes of their own he well merits the leisure and comfort
of retired life. He was married August 20, 1873, to Miss Ella M. Stone.
Mrs. Johnson was born in Waterford, Maine, February 12, 1854, a
daughter of Thomas and Sarah (Tredwell) Stone, of an old and promi-
nent family of Sauk county. Six children were born to Mr. and Mrs.
Johnson. Lillian L. is the wife of George E. Buss, a Sauk county
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farmer, and they have four children; Myrle, wife of John Schultis of
Reedsburg; Leon, Iva and Edna. Ethel S., the second daughter, is the
wife of Frank W. Buss, and they live at Lavalle in Sauk County, the
parents of three children, named Velma E., Clinton and Ivan. William
Spencer lives at Reedsburg and by his marriage to Mary E. Rose has
two children, Lyle and Ferne. Leonora C. is the wife of Frank E.
Brimmer, of Lavalle, Sauk County, and they have a large household of

seven children, named Percy, Lois, WAesley, Spencer, Lester, Royce and
Lucy. Jessie S. is the wife of' Will B. Meyer, a weaver in the woolen
mill at Reedsburg, and their one' child is named Mideline. M. Blanche,
the youngest of the children, is the wife of Harvey N. Hill, of Cameron,
Wisconsin, and the mother of one child, Helen.

WILLIAM FRED PETZKE is a native son of Sauk county who is mani-
festing the commendable virtues of his ancestry as a farmer and sturdy
and thrifty citizen, and is going ahead in the world as an agriculturist
in Freedom township.

Mr. Petzke was born in Honey Creek, Sauk County, June 28, 1878,
a son of Frederick and Kate (Roser) Petzke. His parents were both
natives of Germany. His father was brought to Sauk county when a

boy and he began life with limited circumstances in the way of finance

or influence. He finally was able to buy a farm in Honey Creek, and
he lived there with his family about twenty-one years. On selling that

he went to North Freedom and bought the farm now occupied by his

son William F. Ten years ago he sold that to the mining company, and
has since lived retired at North Freedom. In politics he is a republican

and while living in Honey Creek was a member of the school board.
He and his wife are members of the Methodist Episcopal church. Their

children, seven in number, all living, are Tena, Bertha, Williaml, Ida,
Minnie, Kate and Clara.

William Fred Petzke spent his early youth partly on the homestead
in Honey Creek township, where he attended the public schools, and

since early manhood has been identified with agriculture as his vocation.
For the past eight years he has rented the farm formerly owned by his

father from the Mining Company, and as a renter is making a success
equally as great as many individual farm owners. Mr. Petzke is a very

successful breeder of Percheron horses and high grade Shorthorn cattle.
Politically he is a republican.

In 1907 he married Miss Ida Thom. She was born in North Freedom,
daughter of William and Amelia Thom. Mr. and Mrs. Petzke have
three sons: Frederick, Theodore and William.

Louis KLEIN is a native of Sauk County and has spent his lifetime
here as a capable and successful farmer and one of the men of influence
in Freedom Township. His fellow men have many times reposed their

confidence in his judgment as a. public official and he has a long record
of service as township supervisor.

Mr. Klein was born on the old homestead in Freedom Township
August 18, 1868, a son of Carl and Carolina Klein. His parents were
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both natives of Germany. His father came to the United States when a
young man. He had learned the trade of foundryman in the old country
and the first two years in America he worked in a foundry in Penn-
sylvania. From there he came west to the comparative wilderness of
Sauk County and bought ninety-one acres near the present home of his
son Louis. While he was not accustomed to farming, he was a good
worker and he faced the future without fear. He began clearing up his
land, and aftev a time he bought another quarter section. All of this
gradually assumed the condition of a well improved farm, and he put up
a number of substantial buildings. After coming to Sauk County Carl
Klein married, and his first wife died in 1875, leaving three children:
Louis, Charles and Augusta. Later the father married Lena Trinne, and
of that marriage seven children are living, three having died in infancy.
Carl Klein is a repub]ican and for a number of years served on the
school board. He is now living retired in North Freedom at the age of
about seventy-six. He began his career in Sauk County in a log cabin
home, and he long ago acquired a. financial independence which enables
him to spend his declining years with every comfort.

Louis Klein grew up on the homestead farm and as a, boy he attended
the Maple Hill district school. Some time after reaching his majority
he bought the old homestead of ninety-one acres and subsequently was in
a position to acquire the ownership of the 160, acres which represented
his father's second purchase. He farmed the entire place for three years
and then sold the original farm of ninety-one acres, still retaining the
quarter section. Mr. Klein has made something of a local reputation by
raising and handling high grade Shorthorn cattle. Even to the casual
observer the farm impresses one as one of the best in Freedom Township.
Its fields are well kept and tilled, abundantly productive, and the build-
ings include a large barn and one of the modern residences of that town-
ship. Politically Mr. Klein is a republican. He has filled the office of
township supervisor for about twelve years and has also been a member
of the school board, an office he still fills. The welfare of the schools has
always been a matter close to his heart.

In January, 1892, Mr. Klein married Miss Annie Schultie, who was
born in Sauk County in 1870, a daughter of William and Catherine
(Behn) Schultie. Her parents came to this county at. an early day and
settled in Westfield Township, where her mother died in January, 1917.
Her father now lives on the farm with his son Carl, its owner. Mr. and
Mrs. Klein have three children: Walter, Alvena and Lawrence.

WILLIAM HASHEIDER. Many lives have entered into the foundation
of Sauk County, and none of them more worthy to be considered in a
history of pioneer personalities than the late William Hasheider. Tjhose
who have come and enjoyed the splendid prosperity of the later era have
all owed a great debt to the pioneers who first tested the capabilities of
soil and climate, who faced the hardships of existence when only the
strong and brave could remain, and who laid the foundations of a
greater civilization and permanent prosperity.

Among such men was the late William Hasheider. He was born in
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Germany in 1817. When a young man he immigrated to America with
his parents and they all settled in Missouri, where his father died. The
family went to Missouri in 1840, but after six years, William Hasheider,
his widowed mother and a sister camei to Sauk County. They arrived
in the spring of 1846, and joined the 1andful of settlers who were then
living in Troy Township. This was two years' before Wisconsin was
admitted to the Union, and all of Sauk County was a virtual wilderness.
William Hasheider began with eighty acres of land secured from the
Government, and later he bought eighty acres from that old pioneer,
Henry Steuber. All of this was wild and uncultivated and he was con-
fronted with the tremendous task of clearing away the woods, grubbing
out the stumps and gradually, acre by acre, getting the land ready for
cultivation. When he came to Sauk County ahe possessed nothing except
the elemental vigor of his body and mind and he had little to do with
except his bare hands. Later he bought a yoke of oxen, and used them in
performing the heavy labor of the farm.

After getting established William, Hasheider married Charlotte
Lapabel, who was also born in Germany, the year of her birth being
1813. They became the parents of three children: August, who died
in 1892; Mary, Mrs. Jacob Hatz, living at Prairie du Sac; and Adelia.

The parents continued to live on the old homestead which had under-

gone many improvements through their management and work until
1880, when they removed to Sauk City. From there they moved to'
Prairie du Sac, and there William Hasheider passed away in 1899, at
the age of eighty-two, while his wife died in 1898. Both were active
and zealous members of the Evangelical Church.

Miss Adelia Hasheider, daughter of the late William Hasheider, was
born in the Township of Troy in 1857 and has spent most of her life in

Sauk County and has been a witness of its changing growth and develop-
ment for many years. She made her home with her parents until they
passed away and since then has spent most of her time at Naperville,
Illinois.

CHARLES E. RYAN. At the time of his death in March, 1915, Charles
E. Ryan of Baraboo was said to have been the oldest jeweler in Wiscon-
sin. He was in his eighty-eighth year. Mr. Ryan came to Portage in
1854 and to Baraboo in 1855, when he established his jewelry business.
He was a New Hampshire man and in 1852 married a New Hampshire
woman. His widow is still living. Of their four children three were
daughters, and their only son died in infancy; so that although Mrs.
Ryan succeeded to the business it is not actively conducted by any
member of the family. A. Ch. Reisz conducts the store.

CHARLES L. BREWSTER. The enterprising and progressive City of

Baraboo is fortunate in the character of the citizens who make 'up its
quota of officials, for it is a well-established fact that a community is
measured in large degree by the worth and integrity of the men who
govern its affairs. One of the most important offices of the civic admin-
istration is that which has to do with the handling of the city's finances,
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and in choosing Charles L. Brewster for the office of city treasurer, in
1916, the citizens of Baraboo displayed remarkably good judgment and
assured the city of honorable and honest representation in regard to its
monetary affairs.

Charles L. Brewster has been a resident of Sauk County all of his
life and for thirty-five years has made his; home at Baraboo. He is a,
product of the farm, having'been born on his father's homestead, located
one mile south of the City of Baraboo, in the township of the same name,
August 28, 1850, and is a son of William and Lavina (Frey) Brewster.
His father was born in New York, July 7, 1823, and as.a lad accompanied
his parents to Indiana, where his father died when he was seven years
of age. From the Hoosier state he came with his mother to Wisconsin
in 1844, settling on a farm in Sauk County and here engaging in agri- '

cultural pursuits. Here he met and married Lavina Frey, who was born
in Virginia, in 1819, and who had come to Wisconsin in 1846 with her
grandparents, having lost her parents when she was a small child. After
their marriage Mr. and Mrs. Brewster settled on the farm one mile south
of Baraboo, and there the father developed a good and paying property
and established himself as a substantial and progressive agriculturist.
He was a man much esteemed in the country community, and when he
retired from active pursuits in 1882 and removed to Baraboo he left
numerous friends behind who had come to know him as a man possessed
of admirable traits of character and a business citizen whose word could
be depended upon 'absolutely. Mrs. Brewster died seven years after
locating at Baraboo, and Mr. Brewster then went to live with his son,
Charles L., with whom he resided up to the. time of his. death. William
Brewster was one of Baraboo's most remarkable old men. At the age of
ninety years he was still active, in body and alert in mind, and until
within two weeks of his death, when he was ninety-three years of age,
was up and about, in the best of health and spirits, and taking a keen
and enjoyable interest in all that went on about him. In January, 1916,
he contracted an attack of grippe and this disease was the cause of his
death two weeks later. As in the country, he had made numerous friends
at Baraboo. There were three children in the family of William and
Lavina Brewster, namely: William, who went to Missouri as a young
man and there died; George E., who is a resident of Chippewa Falls,
Wisconsin; and Charles L.

Charles L. Brewster received his education in the public schools of
Sauk County and was reared to agricultural pursuits, in which he con-
tinued to be engaged until he came to Baraboo in 1882. In the fall of
that year he began teaming and followed that business for three years.
During this period he became connected with city contract work and thus
was placed in a position where he became a candidate for the office of
street commissioner, to which he was duly elected. With the exception
of three years Mr. Brewster continued to act in that capacity until 1916,
discharging his duties in a manner that won him public commendation
and confidence. In 1916 he became the republican candidate for the
office of city treasurer, and was duly elected to that position, in which
he has given the best of satisfaction. Mr. Brewster has fully lived up
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to his pre-election promises and is conscientiously trying to put the city's
finances in the best of condition, his work thus far having been especially
pleasing to the taxpayers. During his long residence at Baraboo he has
been identified with various movements for the public welfare, and the
city has few more public-spirited men. Fraternally Treasurer Brewster
is identified with the local lodges of the Independent Order of Odd Fel-
lows and the Modern Woodmen of America.

Mr. Brewster was married first in 1871, to Miss Emmeline Prothew,
who died in 1900, leaving one child: Harry Z., who resides at home.
In 1902 Mr. Brewster was again married, taking as his bride Miss Eliza-
beth Myers, of this city.

HENRY STEINHORST. The Steinhorst family, of which there are
worthy representatives in Sauk County, has belonged to this section for
over a quarter of a century and its members have a reputation for suc-
cessful farming and for good citizenship. Henry Steinhorst, who owns
one of the best improved properties in Excelsior Township, was born
in Germany June 29, 1871, and accompanied his parents to the United
States in 1890. He was the eldest in a. family of eight children born to
Frederick J. and Johanna Steinhorst.

Frederick J. Steinhorst was, born, reared. and married in Germany.
His occupation was farming in his native land and it continued to be
the same after reaching Wisconsin with his family in 1890. For two
years after reaching Sauk County he worked at Ableman, then came to
Excelsior Township and bought eighty acres of land, and during the
remainder of his life succeeded in clearing the greater part of it. He
made improvements and carried on farming and stock raising with
success. He was a faithful member of the Lutheran Church, and in
politics was a republican. His death occurred in December, 1914, at
the age of sixty-eight years. His eight children are: Henry, Bertha,
August, Herman, Helena, Minnie, Fred and Emma, all of whom survive,
as does also his widow, who still lives in Excelsior Township.

Henry Steinhorst was educated in his native land and after reaching
Sauk County remained with the family at Ableman for two years, in the
meanwhile working by the month for farmers in the neighborhood.
Being industrious and frugal, by 1899 Mr. Steinhorst found himself in
a position that made it possible for him to buy a farm of eighty acres.
The only improvement on the place was a log shanty and there was no
well, but these disadvantages did. not discourage him and very soon
better conditions were brought about. At the present time Mr. Stein-
horst has cleared fifteen acres of his heavily timbered property and has
added thirty-one acres, has excellent buildings and has invested in good
stock. Through his own efforts he has brought about his present pros-
perous state and is numbered with the best farmers of Excelsior
Township.

Mr. Steinhorst was married October 30, 1896, to Miss Emma Eickert,
who is a daughter of Fred and Mina Eickert, who came to Sauk County
from Germany in 1892 and now resides at Ableman, Wisconsin. Mr.
and Mrs. Steinhorst have had nine children, as follows: Edward, Henry,
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Herbert, Helda, Walter, Essie, Clara, Otto and Alace, the two last named
being deceased. Mr. Steinhorst is, a republican in politics but takes no
active part in political campaigns and seeks no public office. With his
family he belongs to the Lutheran Church.

Fred Steinhorst, the youngest brother of Henry Steinhorst, was born
on the old family homestead May 25, 1888, and now owns this property,
on which he has. built a fine barn. Like his brother he is a republican
and belongs to the Lutheran Church.

JOHN P. DOLL is a native of Sauk County, spent a number of years
as a practical farmer, and knows farming conditions and farming people.
This knowledge has proved of immense value to him in his present busi-
ness as a dealer in agricultural implements at Prairie du Sac. In point
of continuous service he is one of the oldest business men of that village.

Mr. Doll was born in Honey Creek Township of Sauk County June
28, 1865. He is a son of George and Ursula (Masseger) Doll. George
Doll was born in Germany in September, 1824, and came to America and
located at New York City in the '50s. Ursula Masseger was born in
Switzerland in 1828 and when she came to America she also located in
New York City. Not long afterwards they were married in the eastern
metropolis, and seeking opportunities to get. a home of their own they
came to the free and unsettled West. and became pioneer settlers in Sauk
County. Here George Doll bought a farm and spent many years in its
improvement and. cultivation. In 1888 his; noble wife and the mother
of the children died on the old place, and being left practically alone he
then removed to Prarie du Sac and lived in that village retired until
his own death in 1912. He and his wife had seven children: Mary,
deceased; Barbara, wife of Leonard Meyers, of Baraboo; George and
Caroline, deceased; Emma, who died in infancy; John P.; and Emma,
living at Prairie du Sac.

The early environment of John P. Doll was the old homestead farm
in Honey Creek Township. Besides getting an acquaintance with the
farm and field, all its pleasures and pastimes and duties, he also attended
the public schools. In 1886, at the age of twenty-one, he began an
apprenticeship at the carpenter's trade and followed it regularly as a
means of livelihood for five years. With this experience he removed to
Prairie du Sac and on February 7, 1891, opened his place of business
as a dealer in agricultural implements. He has prospered in every way
and his trade has been constantly growing. He owns his building and
warehouses and has a splendid stock of implements.

Mr. Doll is a republican in politics. He served as a member of the
council at Prairie du Sac four years, and was deputy sheriff under Sher-
iffs Myers and Nicholsen. Fraternally he is a member of the Modern
Woodmen of America and belongs to the Evangelical Church. Mr. Doll
was married June 17, 1897, to Miss Mary K. Witwen, of Troy Township.
Her father, Martin Witwen, was one of the early settlers of Sauk County.

HENRY NEHRING. Considering the inauspicious circumstances of his
earlier career, Henry Nehring has made an exceptional success, and
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from a farm laborer has progressed until his credit now ranks with that
of the most substantial citizens of Freedom Township.

Mr. Nehring was born in Germany March 7, 1870. His father, Henry
Nehring, died in the old country in 1872. Later his widow, Mary, mar-
ried Henry Steve. Mr. Henry Nehring of' Sauk County was the only
child of his father and mother. His mother and her second husband came
to Sauk County in 1894, locating on a farm in Baraboo Township, where
she died in 1915, at the age of fifty-seven. Mr. Steve is still living in
Baraboo. They had four children, named Charles, Herman, Paul and
Alvina, the daughter the wife of August Steckman.

Mr. Henry Nehring grew up in Germany, had only the advantages
of the common schools, and was early inured to hard work and the earning
of his living by the sweat of his brow. When he came to Sauk County
in 1895 he worked out on farms at monthly wages, and subsequently
rented a tract of land. It was only by constant thrift and much self
denial that he was in a position to acquire the surplus with which in
1900 he bought eighty acres in Freedom Township. He has since devel-
oped that land into a good farming proposition, has put up good build-
ings, and has cleared away many acres of timber and is now practically
free of debt and has much to show for his, efforts. Mr. Nehring is a
successful stock raiser and keeps high grade Shorthorns and Durham
cattle. He is. a republican in politics and has been a member of the
local school board.

In 1896 he married Miss Christina Kapelka. She was born in Ger-
many April 2, 1864, a daughter of Henry and Tena (Schroeder) Kapelka.
Her parents were born and married in Germany and in 1893 her father
came to Sauk County, her mother having died in Germany. Mr. Kapelka
is now living with Mr. and Mrs. Nehring and is seventy-five years of age.

Besides the farm and material possessions with which he is surrounded
Mr. Nehring has the satisfaction and pleasure of a happy family of six
children, all of whom are living. Otto, the oldest, married Mabel Daw-
son, of Baraboo, and has two children, Harold and Alfred, these being the
only grandchildren. The other children, all at home, are Anna, Leonard,
Elsie, Ida and Frederick.

JAMES BRENNAN. The claim of James Brennan upon the good will
and consideration of his fellow townsmen in Baraboo Township rests
upon many years spent in progressive and individual work as an agri-
culturist, upon a meritorious record as a citizen, and upon his activity
in promoting education and kindred accompaniments of advanced civili-
zation. While born in New England, he has resided in Sauk County
since his infancy, and much of his life has been passed on the farm which
he now occupies and a large part of which he himself cleared from its
virgin state. He has led an honorable career, and is accounted one of
the representative and substantial citizens of his community.

Mr. Brennan was born at Stamford, Connecticut, April 8, 1866, and
is a son of Thomas and Alice (Terry) Brennan. Thomas Brennan was
born in Ireland, in 1824, and was a young man when he came to the
United States, settling in Connecticut, where he met and married Alice
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Terry, who had been born in 1834, also in Ireland. While an energetic
and industrious worker, Mr. Brennan met with little success in his ven-
tures in the East, and in 1867 brought his family to Wisconsin, where
opportunities were brighter and better for the achievement of prosperity.
Locating in Sauk County, he settled on a farm in Baraboo Township,
the one that is now occupied by his son Walter, and here passed the
remainder of his life, devoting himself whole-heartedly to the pursuits
of the soil and working out a well-earned success. Mr. Brennan had the
confidence of his community. He was a practical agriculturist who
believed in using the tested methods, but was never disdainful of the new
inventions and discoveries as relating to his vocation, and was always
willing to give any method a trial that sounded feasible. As a citizen,
while not thrusting himself forward in taking part in the civic life of the
locality, he quietly did his share in advancing movements for the general
welfare. His original purchase, a modest tract,,was added to from time to
time by his good business management and shrewd investment, and at
the time of his death, in 1909, he owned 320 acres of good land, with
modern improvements and good buildings. Mrs. Brennan died on the
homestead in 1895. They were the parents of the following children:
John, who is deceased; Edward; Thomas, deceased; Alice and James,
twins; Mary; Walter, operating the old homestead; William; Bridget,
deceased; Ella, and Peter. Mrs. Brennan, the mother of these children,
was a sister of John Terry, a substantial farmer and livestock raiser
and head of one of the best known families of Baraboo Township. He
was the father of Joseph P. and James M. Terry, mentioned elsewhere
in this work. Mrs. Brennan's father was Edward Terry, who was an
early resident of Sauk County and spent his last years at the Brennan
home, where he died at the age of eighty-two.

The old homestead furnished the scene for the rearing of James
Brennan, for he was but one year old when brought to Sauk County,
and his boyhod was passed amid the surroundings of country life. He
was reared to habits of industry and frugality and secured the usual
country school education in Baraboo Township, and when his studies
were completed applied himself to the vocation of his father. Eventually
he became the owner of a farm of eighty acres of his own, of which he
has himself cleared twenty-eight acres and on which he has erected good
buildings and made many improvements. He uses moder; methods and
appliances in his work, and has made a study of the science of farming,
so that he is able to gain a full measure of profit from the labor which
he extends upon his land. In addition to his general farming operations,
in which he has been very successful, he carries on also the breeding of
thoroughbred cattle, making a specialty of Holstein animals, for which
he finds a ready and profitable market. Mr. Brennan is a stockholder in
the Excelsior Co-operative Creamery Company and has an excellent
reputation in business circles. He is an adherent of democratic principles
in his. political views, but has not entered actively into political life, nor
has he been a seeker for public preferment. With his family he belongs
to the Catholic Church, which he attends at Baraboo.

Mr. Brennan was married October' 7, 1902, to Miss Clara Hawkins,
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who wag born in Winfield Township, Sauk County, October 22, 1876, a
daughter of Albert and Catherine (Casey) Hawkins. Mr. Hawkins was
born near Burlington, Vermont, in 1844, and was fourteen years of age
when, in 1858, he accompanied his parents, Albert and Eliza Hawkins,
to Sauk County, the family settling in Winfield Township, where Mrs.
Brennan's grandparents both died. Albert Hawkins still owns the
original Hawkins farm, but is now retired from active pursuits and makes
his home at Reedsburg. He is a democrat in politics and while living in
the country was a man of importance in local affairs, several times filling
the office of chairman of Winfield Township. He and the members of
his family belong to the Catholic Church. Mrs. Hawkins, who also
survives, was born in New York City, in 1851, and was a girl when
brought to Wisconsin by her parents. She and her husband had three
children: Clara, who is now Mrs. Brennan; Nellie; and Albert, who is
operating the farm that was the original home of the family in this state.
Mr. and Mrs. Brennan are the parents of four children, namely: Alice,
Grace, Ella and James.

ROBERT M. DICKIE represents a family well known in Freedom Town-

ship. His parents were both born in Scotland, where they were married.
In 1850 they settled in Milwaukee and five years later in Freedom Town-
ship, where Robert M. was born in 1861. In 1890, having owned several
farms and becoming "well fixed," the father moved to South Dakota
to make his home with a married daughter. There were eight children in
the family, of whom Robert M. was the sixth. He owns 100 acres of the
old homestead and is engaged in both general farming and stock raising.

MRis. ELLA A. COOPER. The Cooper and Cummings families have

been known and honored in Sauk County since pioneer times. Member-
ship has comprised faithful men and devoted women, worthy workers in
whatever vocation life has called them, and the community is the better
for the presence of such excellent families.

It was in the Village of Prairie du Sac, in which she now lives, that
Mrs. Ella A. Cooper was born in 1851, a daughter of Albion Paris and
Cynthia Cummings. Her father was a native of the State of Maine and
her mother of Vermont. Mrs. Cooper grew toi womanhood in Prairie
du Sac, was liberally educated in the local schools, and for one year
attended a private school in Jefferson, Wisconsin. In 1880 she married
Mr. Jesse Cooper.

Mr. Jesse Cooper was born in New Hampshire, son of Willard and
Amelia (Perry) Cooper. Both parents were natives of Vermont, and
they moved to New Hampshire when Jesse Cooper was about eighteen
years of age. He had a district schooling and for two years attended an
academy, at the same time working on the farm. He finally became
engaged in merchandizing and was postmaster in his New Hampshire
town for ten.years. After his marriage he took his bride back to New
Hampshire, but in 1885 returned to Prairie du Sac and became active
manager of Doctor Cummings' drug store. That business he conducted
with success until his death in 1897. Mr. Cooper served two years as
county assessor and one year as town clerk, and was also a member of
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the board of review. He was a republican and attended the Presby-
terian Church.

Mrs. Cooper's father was born at Albany, Maine, in 1820, a son of
Mr. and Mrs. John Cummings, both of whom were natives of .Maine.
Albion P. Cummings grew to manhood in his native state, attended school
there and by private reading and work in hospitals acquired a thorough
proficiency as a physician and surgeon. He began practice in Vermont,
and lived in that state two years and was married there. He then moved
west and located at Prairie du Sac, Wisconsin, where he began the practice
of medicine and continued it actively until about six months before his
death. Doctor Cummings was for years perhaps the most familiar figure
in his section of Sauk County. Every one esteemed him for his ability
and loved him for the kindness and wholesomeness of his character. He
practiced over a country many miles in extent, and in the early days.
endured countless hardships in making his professional calls. He was
always looking after the welfare of his patients, not alone in physical
health, but in a material and moral. sense. He was a democrat, but was.
liberal in politics and fair-minded and broad in all the relations of his
life. Doctor Cummings' wife was born April 21, 1822, in Temple, Massa-
chusetts, but moved to Canaan, Vermont, when three years of age. She
received her education there and it was her home until her marriage.
She came west to Wisconsin and located in Prairie du Sac in 1850 and
remained a resident of that village until her death on December 26, 1914.

Mrs. Cooper has one son, Louis Albion Cooper. He was born in New
Hampshire in 1881, but when about four years of age came to Sauk
County with his parents and grew to manhood in Prairie du Sac. He
attended the local high school and common schools and for two years wast
in college preparatory work at Morgan Park Academy. In 1901 he
entered Harvard College at Cambridge, Massachusetts, and was graduated
in 1905. For two, years he taught at Rockford, Illinois, and then after
a year in the University of Chicago he became professor of English liter-
ature in the Ohio State University at Columbus. He is a man of brilliant
intellect and of high qualifications as an educator.' He was connected
with the. Ohio State University six years, and his seventh year was spent
in study at Columbia University of New York City. He has since
returned to Columbus, Ohio, where he is now located.

GUSTAV FEDERMANN. One of the heavy landowners and successful
farmers of Sauk County is Gustav F'edermann, who operates and owns
375 acres situated in Troy Township. He was eight years old when his
parents brought him to Wisconsin and he has lived here ever since and
long has been one of Sauk County's excellent citizens.

Gustav Federmann was born in Germany in 1865. His parents
were William and Wilhelmina (Hopple) Federmann, who came to the
United States and to Wisconsin in 1873. For the first three years the
father worked at the mason's trade but he wanted a farm and selected
land in Sauk County, purchasing eighty acres in Troy Township, which
his son now owns.! To this first tract he later added forty acres and still
later bought 160 acres. Later he sold 120 acres, but all the rest of his.
land he cleared with the assistance of his sons. There was a large amount
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of grubbing to be done and only oxen were strong enough to use in
breaking up the virgin land. In that section and at that time there was
comparatively little farm machinery in use and Mr. Federmann can
remember the early years on the farm when the scythe and the cradle
were the main harvesting implements. Both parents died on the home-
stead, the father in October, 1906, and the mother on April 1, 1917. They
were worthy people and faithful members of. the Evangelical Church.
They had four children, namely: Albert, who resides with his family in
Spring Green Township; Bertha, who lives in Troy Township, is the wife'
of Frank Sehuknecht; Gustav; and Lizzie, who is Mrs. Robert Fuchs,
lives in Troy Township.

Gustav Federmann has always lived on his present farm and has made
many improvements here. He helped his father clear the land and was.
his main dependence for many years. He has acquired 'a large amount
of land, all of it valuable, and now owns in addition to the homestead
another farm of 280 acres. He has always carried on general farming,
has done some dairying and raises first-class stock. For a couple of years
Mr. Federmann also operated a lime kiln. In all his undertakings he
shows good judgment and is rated with his township's most. substantial
men.

Mr. Federmann was married in 1892 to Miss Frederika Schaefer, and
they have a family of nine children, as follows: Gustav, Minne, Bertha,
Edward, George, Samuel, Benjamin, Alfred and Verna, all of whom are
living. Gustav is managing a farm that adjoins that of his father. Mr.
Federmann has given his children all the advantages in his power and his
sons and daughters have developed into men and women who are credits
to their parents and the community. The entire family belongs to the
Evangelical Church. Mr. Federmann has not at any time been active
in politics, but in neighborhood affairs, when something must be done
to benefit the whole community or immediate help must be given in case
of poverty or sickness, his fellow citizens know he can be appealed to
and that his help is certain and his advice timely and practical.

SIDNEY E. WAKEFIELD. Upon commerce rests the prosperity of
nations as well as: communities. Buying and selling, meeting the demands
of producer and consumer and so regulating trade that injustice be
done to neither and that progress and contentment result, make up so
large a portion of the world's activities and engage the efforts of so
many people that the business man in commercial fields is one of the
most necessary units in the scheme of things. The lumber business, with
its various connecting industries, is a commercial relation absolutely
necessary to the development of any section. At Baraboo one of the
leading industries in this field is the Deppe-Carpenter Lumber and-
Produce Company, much of the success of which is due to the; sterling
abilities of its vice president, Sidney E. Wakefield.

Mr. Wakefield represents the type of business men who have been
the architects of their own fortunes. He was born on a farm in Adams
County, Wisconsin, August 7, 1862, and is a son of Thomas S. and Emily
(Temple) Wakefield, natives of Reading, Massachusetts, who came to
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Wisconsin in 1860 and located in Adams County. The little family circle
was broken up by the demands of the Civil war, for on August 12, 1862,
Thomas S. Wakefield enlisted for service in the Union Army, joining a
Wisconsin volunteer infantry regiment. After fighting for several years
he was granted a furlough and visited his home, but that was the last
seen of him, by his loved ones, for after he had returned to the front
he was captured in battle'by the enemy and cast into the awful prison
stockade. at Andersonville, where he succumbed to starvation and disease
and died in August, 1864. There were four children in the family:
Marian, who is the wife of H . Cornell, of Chicago; Arthur, deceased,
who as a lad of seven years was taken by his grandmother to New York,
and then on a trip around Cape Horn to Oakland, California, living
there until twenty-one years of age and then returning to Kilbourn City
where he died in 1888; Sidney E.; and Thomas, who is a well-known
pharmacist of Oak Park, Illinois. Mrs. Wakefield, who came to Sauk
County, Wisconsin, in 1866, died at the home of her son, Sidney E., at
Baraboo, in 1914.

Sidney E. Wakefield was only two years of age when his father died,
and he and his brother were reared on the farm of their grandparents in
Adams County. He was educated in the public schools and reared to
agricultural pursuits, and when not yet eighteen years of age, March 1,
1880, began working for his stepfather, Charles Pelton. He remained
in the latter's employ until his marriage, December 25, 1888, to Alice
Davenport, who was born in Sauk County. They began their married
life on a rented farm in Sauk County, on which they resided for
ten years. At the end of that time they changed their residence
to Reedsburg, where Mr. Wakefield entered the employ of the Morgan
Building Company, a concern with which he was connected for about
thirteen years. In January, 1912, Mr. Wakefield came to Baraboo
and became identified with the George Carpenter Lumber Company, and
in May of the same year, when the organization and incorporation of
the Deppe-Carpenter Lumber and Produce Company was effected, he
became vice president of the new concern and manager of the Water
Street yards, the down town department, the West Side yards being on
Second Avenue. This company deals in lumber and produce, carries a
complete stock of lumber and building material and buys produce of all
kinds. Mr. Wakefield is thoroughly experienced in his line of work and
is well known to the trade and an energetic and progressive lumber and
produce man. Mr. Wakefield is a prohibitionist, is affiliated with the
Methodist Episcopal Church, and belongs to the Modern Woodmen of
America, which he joined in 1889, and to the Sons of Veterans.

Mrs. Wakefield is a daughter of Calvin P. and Mary (Gillespie)
Davenport, the former a native of Vermont and the latter of Scot-
land. She was brought to the United States as a child of eight years
and married Mr. Davenport in New England, from which locality they
came to Sauk County as pioneers. Mr. Davenport, who passed his life as
a farmer, died about 1910, while his widow still survives and makes her
home with her daughter, Mrs. Wakefield, at Baraboo. They had five
daughters'and two sons. Prior to her marriage Mrs. Wakefield taught
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in the public schools for about six years. She is active in the work of the
Methodist Episcopal Church, the Sunday school and the Women's Chris-
tian Temperance Union. While residing at Reedsburg Mr. Wakefield
was superintendent of the Sunday school for about, ten years. He was
also the first president of the South Side Social Center Club and acted
in that capacity for two years. Mr. and Mrs. Wakefield have two sons:
Lawrence S., born January 26, 1896, now in Waco, Texas, at Camp
MeArthur with Company A, One Hundred Twenty-eighth Infantry, U. S.
N. G.; and Sidney John, born October 25, 1911.

OTTO J. DAHLKE. Sauk County has been fortunate in the class of
citizens who have made their permanent homes here and it can take a
special pride in those families who came from Germany. An excellent
representative of this class of local citizens, though himself a native of
Wisconsin, is Otto J. Dahlke of Excelsior Township. Mr. Dahlke started
as a farmer with limited capital and by hard work and good management
has made one of the excellent farm homes of his locality. He was born
in Milwaukee October 14, 1874, a son of John and Henrietta (Henke)
Dahlke. John Dahlke, who was born in Germany December 14, 1836,
was the only son of his parents, Christoph and Rose Dahlke, both of
whom died in Germany. e Henrietta Henke, who was born in Germany
July 7, 1842, was the only one of her parents' children to come to the
United States. She was a daughter of Adam and Louise (Wintland)
Henke. Her father was born December 2, 1812, and her mother in
April, 1812. Adam Henke was a shepherd in Germany. The Henke
*children were: Ernestina, deceased; Amelia, deceased; Henrietta; Peter
August, deceased; Augusta, who still lives in Germany; William, in
Germany, and Julius, deceased.

John and Henrietta Dahlke were married in Germany, September
4, 1864, and on June 1, 1873, they arrived at Milwaukee and from that
city moved to Sauk County on April 19, 1875, when Otto was about
six months old. Here the father found employment in grubbing out
stumps and brush, working as a farm hand, and in 1879 he bought the
place known as the David Jones farm of forty acres in Excelsior Town-
ship. He was a most capable man and a hard worker and through his
efforts as a farmer he provided liberally for his family. He is now
living retired at the age of eighty-one. Politically he has identified him-
self with the republican party and is a member of the German Lutheran
Church. There were eight children in the family: Bertha, deceased;
Henrietta, deceased; Augusta, deceased; Hulda; Otto J.; Emma, at home
with her parents; Mary, who died in infancy, and Julius, deceased.

Otto J. Dahlke grew up on the home of his father in Excelsior Town-
ship and at the same time benefited by regular attendance at the local
schools. Responsibilities beyond his age were early thrust upon him,
and when only thirteen he was working on a farm and milking fourteen
cows night and morning. It is very evident that the success he now
enjoys was well earned. For three years he worked on farms in Illinois,
but on F'ebruary 1, 1905, bought a hundred acres in Fairfield Township.
He has since sold twenty acres of this, and his well developed farm of
eighty acres has every evidence of thrift and good management. In
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1912 he built a good country home, and has instituted many other im-
provements, all the buildings being the result of his management, except
the barn. He is a republican without political aspirations, and he and
his family are members of the Lutheran Church at North Freedom.

On February 19, 1902, Mr. Dahlke married Miss Emma Milke, who
was born in the Township of Greenfield, Sauk County, December 3, 1879,
a daughter of Carl and Henrietta (Dickow) Milke. Her parents were
both natives of Germany, married there, and in 1876 came to Greenfield
Township of Sauk County. Here her father worked as a farm hand,
rented land for a time, and in 1881i bought a place of eighty acres in
Excelsior Township. His prosperity as a Wisconsin farmer was gained
on that farm and he died there August 4, 1905, at the age of sixty-nine.
The old homestead is now occupied by his son Gustave. The widowed
mother passed away in December, 1916, at the advanced age of eighty.
Their children were: Bertha, deceased, who married Ferdinand Effinger,
of Baraboo; Julius, deceased; Amelia, wife of August Killian, of Bara-
boo; Minnie, wife of John Ziemke, of Sauk City; Annie, the present
wife of Ferdinand Effinger, of Baraboo; Gustave, on the old homestead;
Charles, and Emma, Mrs. Dahlke.

Mr. and Mrs. Dahlke have four children, the older ones still in school,
and it has been their pride and pleasure to give them the best advantages
both at home and in local institutions. The record of this family is:
Ethel, born July 1, 1903; Lucile, born July 28, 1905; Lilah, born July
29, 1909, and Floyd, born June 3, 1915.

SAMUEL BABINGTON. A resident of Sauk County nearly half a cen-
tury, Samuel Babington earned his position in the esteem of the com-
munity by work as a hard headed and practical farmer, and after success
came to him in that line and it was possible for him to slacken somewhat
the pace he had pursued he was dignified with a number of positions
of trust and responsibility, and for many years has almost constantly
been engaged in the performance of some public duty. He is now living
retired at Prairie du Sac and is mayor of that little city.

Mr. Babington was born in Canada, June 9, 1845, of Irish parentage.
John and Ann (Marlin) Babington were both born in Ireland, the father
in 1801. After their marriage they immigrated to Canada, where John
Babington died in 1871, at the age of seventy. His widow subsequently
came to Wisconsin and died in Eau Claire in 1903, at the age of eighty-
one. John Babington was a farmer. He and his wife had eight children:
John, deceased; Elizabeth; Samuel; William; Ann, deceased; Mary;
James, deceased, and Charlotte.

His early years Samuel Babington spent in Canada on a farm. He
attended the public schools there, and was about twenty years of age
when he came to the United States in September, 1865. His first ex-
perience in this country was in the oil district around Titusville, Penn-
sylvania, but he soon went west to Illinois, and worked on a farm one
season. In November, 1866, he arrived in Wisconsin, at Mazomanie, in
Dane County. The date of his arrival in Sauk County was March 15,
1867, when he located in Troy Township. He began as a farm worker
and with growing experience and means he subsequently bought a farm
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in sections 33 and 34, township 9, range 5. That old homestead he still
owns and it is a highly productive and valuable place, consisting of
380 acres. In the earlier years of his ownership it was practically wild
land, and Mr. Ba'bington through this farm has contributed something
of lasting and permanent value to the County of Sauk. Besides making
the land productive he built substantial buildings and for all time to
come this farm is destined to produce crops that will help feed and
maintain mankind.

In 1907 Mr. Babington retired from. active farming and has since
lived retired at Prairie du Sac. He owns a good residence in that town.
He is one of Sauk County's prominent men in the creamery industry.
he has been one of the officers of the Wisconsin Creamery at Sauk
City for twenty-seven years. He was one of the organizers and the
creamery opened for business April 1, 1890.

In matters of politics Mr. Babington has always been a democrat.
He was chairman of the board in Troy Township for fourteen years and
assessor four years, and for three years side supervisor. In 1905 the
county board appointed him supervisor of assessments and he served
seven years, until the office was discontinued. In April, 1911, he was
elected mayor of Prairie du Sac and the people were thoroughly satisfied
with his administration of local affairs and kept him in office continu-
ously from that date to April, 1917. Fraternally he is a member of the
Ancient Order of United Workmen and is a member of the Presbyterian
Church.

Mr. Babington was married in March, 1872, to Miss Thomazine
Patterson. Mrs. Babington was born in New York City, March 15,
1851, a daughter of John and Mary (Thornberry) Patterson. In 1854
the Patterson family came west and located in Troy Township of Sauk
County and soon acquired the farm which Mr. Babington now owns.
Mr. Patterson died here in 1877, while his wife had passed away in 1869.
Their five children were: John H., Thomazine, Robert A., Mary Jane
and William G., all of whom are still living.

The family of Mr. and Mrs. Babington consists of six children,' all
living and most of them established in homes of their own. Their names
are: John T., Robert S., Maud M., Bruce D., Lottie Ann and Edith
Pearl.

HERMAN WEINKE has for many years cultivated some of the
broadest acres and conducted one of the finest farming establishments
in Freedom Township. While he now enjoys a large degree of pros-
perity, Mr. Weinke began life in comparatively humble circumstances
and at one time rented some of the land that he now owns.

He was born in Germany, July 13, 1851, a son of Christian and
Minnie (Schoenke) Weinke. His mother died in the old country in
1869. The father afterwards accompanied his sons to America and
spent the rest of his days in Sauk County, where he died in 1896, at
the age of eighty-four. There were five children: Charles, Herman,
Ernest, Frank and Louisa, the daughter dying at the age of twenty years.

Herman Weinke secured his early education in Germany. He was
nineteen years of age when, in 1870, he crossed the Atlantic, and soon
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afterward he came to Wisconsin, spending his first year in Caledonia:
Township, of Columbia County. He then removed to Freedom
Township, and for a time was employed with a construction gang in
building the Northwestern Railway through this township. In 1881
he rented the farm he now owns and in 1883 bought it from the firm of
Brown & Avery. He carried heavy burdens of debt for a number of
years, but each year saw him a little further ahead and nearer to the
maturing of his ambitious plans. Under his 'hands the land was cleared
and put into cultivation, substantial buildings arose, and though he
is still a hard working citizen he might retire with an ample competence
for all his future needs. Mr. Weinke has done much with thoroughbred
livestock, handling high grade Norman horses, Shorthorn cattle and
Duroc Jersey hogs.

Politically he is a republican, but has always been too busy with his
farm and business affairs to look favorably upon office holding. He and
his family are members of the Lutheran Church at North Freedom.

In 1877 Mr. Weinke married Miss Rosa Mielke. She was born in
Germany in 1859, and died at their home in Freedom Township, Novem-
ber 12, 1913. Her father, Ferdinand Mielke, came to Sauk County in
1870, locating in Freedom Township, where he and his wife spent their
last years. Mr. and Mrs. Weinke were the, parents of nine children, all
of them still living and named in order of birth, George, Mary, Herman,
Louisa, William, Sophia, Ernest, Frederick and Arthur. They have been
given liberal advantages in schools and Ernest has made an exceptional
record in school work. He finished the grade schools in North Freedom,
is a graduate of the Baraboo High School, the LaCrosse State Normal,
took the training course at Reedsburg and is now engaged to teach in
Merrimack for the year 1917-18.

FRANK MORLEY. Without undue disparagement of the labors of
others along the same line, a great deal of credit can be given to members
of the Morley family for the improvement and development of the better
and more substantial grades of livestock in Sauk County. The Morleys
have been in the livestock business for many years and through at least
two generations in this county. One of the most successful of them is
Mr. Frank Morley of Baraboo Township, who for years has had a
farm noted for its Percheron horses and Shorthorn cattle. Some of
his Percherons have taken premiums at the State Fair and his Short-
horn cattle have likewise been premium winners. Mr. Morley is an
excellent judge of thoroughbred livestock and has contributed to the
permanent advantage of the county as well as to his own profit by his
work in this line.

The Morley family have long been leaders in the dairy industry of
the county, and Mr. Frank Morley is president of the Excelsior Coopera-
tive Creamery Association of Baraboo, having held that office since the
association was organized.

He was born March 4, 1868, on the farm that he now owns in Baraboo
Township. He is a son of Nelson W. Morley. He grew up on the farm,
attended local public schools and the Baraboo High School, and for three
years was a teacher, though that was not destined to be his real vocation.

778



HISTORY OF SAUK COUNTY

For a number of years he has been farming and raising stock and in
1915 he. bought the fine old homestead of his father, consisting of 240
acres. He was one of the organizers of the Excelsior Cooperative
Creamery, of which he is president, and is also a stockholder in the Bank
of Baraboo. Politically Mr. Morley is a republican, and for about nine
years has been supervisor of Baraboo Township. He and his family
attend the Presbyterian Church.

In 1894 he married Miss Alma Knapp, who was born in Sauk County
in 1873, a daughter of C. H. and Prussia Knapp. Her people were
early settlers in Sauk County and both her parents are now deceased.
Mr. and Mrs. Morley have two children: Alvin J., born November 9,
1900, and now a student in the Baraboo High School, and Kenneth, born
August 13, 1912.

WILLIAM HASELTINE is a prosperous retired farmer residing on the

family homestead three miles south of Baraboo which his father, Rev. VW.
B., a Methodist minister, purchased in 1855. At one time Mr. Haseltine
was a well-known breeder of short horn cattle. Besides being a sub-
stantial land holder, he has investments in the Excelsior Co-operative
Creamery Company and other rural enterprises, and has served in
numerous township offices.

HENRY STELTER. On the roster of the men of Sauk County who have

won success by industry, good management and hard and well-directed
effort is found the name of Henry Stelter, whose home is now located at
Prairie du Sac. Mr. Stelter had no particular advantages in his youth,
in fact he was compelled to make his own way in the world practically
from the time when he entered his 'teens. The success that he has won
-and it is not inconsiderable-is therefore all the more creditable.
During the thirty-six years that he has been a resident of Sauk County
he has always borne an excellent reputation for honorable and straight-
forward dealing, and at Prairie du Sac, where he has lived a retired life
for the past four years, he is considered a valuable and useful citizen.

Mr. Stelter was born in 1851, in Hanover District, Germany, where
his parents, natives of that locality, spent their lives on a farm. Henry
Stelter was educated in the public schools, and at the age of seventeen
years left the parental roof and made his way to London, England, in
order to escape the enforced military service of Germany. In the English
capital he worked at whatever honorable employment he could find,
and at the end of fourteen months found himself possessed of sufficient
funds with which to take passage for the United States, where he con-
sidered opportunities better for the advancement of a young and ambi-
tious man. Shortly after his arrival in this country, in 1870, he made
his way to Platteville, Grant County, Wisconsin, and, having no capital,
hired out to a farmer as a hand. During the following eleven years he
worked faithfully and steadily for several agriculturists of that locality,
all the time carefully hoarding his earnings with the end in view of one
day becoming the proprietor of land of his own. In 1881, at the time
of his marriage, he saw his ambition come true, for in that year he
bought 160 acres of Sauk County land from Halom Baxter, for which
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he paid $45 per acre. This.farm continued to be his home during a
period of thirty-one years, and was developed from a partly improved
and not very productive tract into one of the fertile, model farms of
the district. Using modern methods, directing his energies along certain
well defined channels, and making use of every opportunity, he gradually
erected good buildings and installed improvements, so that his farm
became not only a paying investment but one of the valuable properties
of the county. In 1913, feeling that he had earned a rest from his years
of hard labor, he came to Prairie du Sac and erected a comfortable
home, in which he has since resided in retirement. At the time of
his coming he disposed of his farm, passing its labors and responsibilities
on to younger shoulders.

Mr. Stelter was married in 1881 to Miss Margaret Riechers, who was
born in 1861, in Germany, a daughter of John and Margaret (Kuehlen-
kamp) Riechers, natives of Hanover, Germany. The parents of Mrs.
Stelter came to the United States in 1865, and in the same year took up
their residence on a farm in Grant County, Wisconsin. After a short
stay there they removed to Lafayette County, Wisconsin, where they
purchased one-half section of land, in the cultivation of which Mr.
Riechers was engaged until his death December 8, 1873, at the age of
fifty-three years. The mother survived until April 11, 1899, being
seventy-eight years of age when she died. The children of Mr. and Mrs.
Riechers were as follows: John Herman, deceased, who was a resident
of Nebraska;, Justin, residing in Wisconsin; Justice, deceased; Dorothy,
who lives in Wisconsin; Dick, also a resident of this state; William,
who is deceased; John and George, who live in Wisconsin; Margaret,
now Mrs. Stelter, and Henry, who lives in Colorado.

Mr. and Mrs. Stelter are the parents of three sons and three daugh-
ters, as follows: Katherine, who is the wife of Chris Gruber, and lives
on a farm in Sauk County; Sena, who is the wife of George Kingston
and lives at Madison; Margaret, who is the wife of Arthur Wagner and
lives at Prairie du Sac; Albert, who married Leta Bernhart and' is the
proprietor of a livery business at Prairie du Sac; Clarence, who is single
and working at the carpenter trade, and Howard, who is taking a com-
mercial course in a business college at LaCrosse. Mr. and Mrs. Stelter
and their children are members of the Lutheran Church.

JESSE WILFRED FRENZ. To tireless energy and industry the inevi-
table law of destiny accords a successful career, and in no avenue of
endeavor are there greater opportunities for advancement than in the
legal profession, a vocation whose devotees must, to be successful, be
endowed with inherent talent, sterling rectitude of character, power of
resource and well-directed purpose, while equally valuable assets are
thorough training, close and careful application and broad 'general
knowledge. Among the legal men of Sauk County who fully meet all
these requirements is found Jesse Wilfred Frenz, who during his six
years of practice at the Baraboo bar has gained an enviable suc-
cess for so young a man.

Jesse W. Frenz is a native son of Wisconsin. He was born in the
City of Madison May 17, 1886, his parents being William F. and
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Mary Ann (Fauls) Frenz, natives of Dane County, Wisconsin, who

were married there and shortly thereafter located at Madison. From

the capital city they came to Baraboo in 1888 and here they have resided

ever since, being among the well known residents of this city. Mr.

Frenz, the elder, is prominently known among railroad men and has

been a passenger conductor in the service of the Chicago & Northwestern
Railroad since 1882. There were three children in the family, namely:

Jesse Wilfred, Millard A. and Lillian M., wife of Lieut. Lyle C. Clarke,

United States Army.
Jesse W. Frenz was two years of age when brought to Baraboo by

his parents and this city has been his place of residence ever since with

the exception of several years while he was gaining his education. He

first attended the public schools, being graduated from the Baraboo

High School in 1905, when nineteen years of age, and following this

entered the Beloit (Wisconsin) Business College, where he completed

a full course of study in 1906. After some preparation he began his

legal studies at the University of Michigan, at Ann Arbor, and was

graduated from the law department of that institution in 1911, with

the degree of Bachelor of Laws, and immediately returned to Bara-

boo, where he has since continued in practice. He was admitted to the

Wisconsin bar in July, 1911, and is allowed to practice in all Wis-

consin and Michigan courts. Mr. Frenz's law practice has been gen-

eral in character and his ability is evidenced in the large cases which

he has handled, for important litigated interests are never placed

in unskilled hands. His success may be said to be the outcome of

close study, a thorough preparation of his cases, a keen analysis of the

facts and a logical application of the law that bears upon and gov-

erns them. He holds membership in the Wisconsin State Bar Asso-

ciation, the American Bar Association and the Commercial Law League

of America, and occupies a high place in the esteem of his brother

practitioners.
Mr. Frenz has always taken a keen and active interest in the wel-

fare of his adopted city and has been identified with movements that

have made for its advancement and welfare. For two years he was

secretary of the Baraboo Commercial Association and in this capacity

worked energetically with other public-spirited citizens in the further-

ance of civic projects. He was reared in the faith of the Congrega-

tional Church, to the movements and work of which he contributes
liberally. Mr. Frenz is well known in fraternal circles, being a mem-

ber of Baraboo Lodge No. 34, Ancient Free and Accepted Masons, of

which he is worshipful master; Baraboo Chapter No. 49, Royal Arch

Masons; and Maraboo Commandery No. 28, Knights Templar, of the

Masonic order; and the Equitable Fraternal Union.
On September 30, 1914, Mr. Frenz was united in marriage with

Miss May E. Yager, of Madison, Wisconsin, and they are the par-

ents of two sons: William Yager and Bruce Wilfred Frenz.

FREDERICK AUGUST LANGENHAN is a veteran citizen and business

man of Ableman, now retired. For many years he was the genial vil-

lage blacksmith, and he prosecuted his labors with such effective energy
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and wisdom as to give him an ample competence for his declining
years.

The Langenhan home in Ableman is in many respects the most
interesting and conspicuous place of the village. He owns a block of
land where his home stands and he has expressed his enthusiasm for

*many years in the cultivation of flowers and rare plants. In the
grounds around his home are over 5,000 bulb plants, more than 125 rose
bushes and he is famous for his dahlias, of which he has some sixty
varieties. Around the house stand some evergreen trees which he
planted himself, and in that quiet and beautiful retreat he and his
wife have everything that make life enjoyable.

He was born in Germany November 23, 1849, and his parents spent
all their lives in the old country. He grew up in his native country,
attended the German schools, and also began learning the trade of
gunsmith with his father. When he was eighteen years of age lack-
ing a few months he arrived at the City of Baltimore, Maryland, May
1, 1867. Just a year later to the day he arrived in Sauk City, Wis-
consin. At Sauk City he completed his apprenticeship at the black-
smith's trade, and after working there a few years moved to Ableman
in 1876. He has thus been a resident of this town for over forty years.
He engaged in the general blacksmith business, had a wagon shop and
for a time was interested in a harness shop. These various interests
he prosecuted with success until he had sufficient for his future needs
and retired from business in 1904. Besides his home he owns consid-
erable other property in Ableman, including the site of his former busi-
ness enterprise.

Mr. Langenhan was one of the first trustees of the village when it
was incorporated, and for seven years was president of the school
board. He has worked for the community because it is the home where
he has meant to spend all his years, and his efforts have been from a
disinterested patriotism and loyalty. In politics he is a republican.

Mr. Langenhan was married May 1, 1877, to Miss Ida Schlegelmilth.
She was born in Sauk City, Wisconsin, February 19, 1857, and that
date indicates the pioneer place of her family in this county. She is a
daughter of Henry and Louise Schlegelmilth, who came from Ger-
many and located at Sauk City as early as 1852. Her father in the
old country followed the trade of cabinet maker, and in Wisconsin he
was chiefly a millwright. His death occurred in Sauk City in 1893
and his wife passed away there in 1885. Mrs. Langenhan was the
youngest of their three children. Her two brothers are Charles, of
Clifton, Wisconsin, and Bernhard, of St. Louis, Missouri.

Mr. and Mrs. Langenhan have three children: Walter was edu-
cated in the schools of Ableman and the Sauk City High School and
is now employed as an operator at Reedsburg, Wisconsin. Selma,
the bnly daughter, has had a brilliant scholastic career. She gradu-
ated from the Reedsburg High School, and then entered the Univer-
sity of Wisconsin, from which she has received the degrees Master
of Arts and Doctor of Philosophy. She is still pursuing her research
studies in the university. Her husband is E. J. B. Sehubring, a prom-
inent attorney of Madison, and member of the firm of Jones & Schu-

782



HISTORY OF SAUK COUNTY

bring. Henry August, the youngest child of Mr. and Mrs. Langenhan,
was graduated from the Ableman schools, attended the Reedsburg High
School, and was graduated from the University of Chicago, where he
specialized in chemistry. In 1916 he received the Master's Degree
from the University of Wisconsin in the chemistry department. He is
now employed as an instructor in the university in the pharmacy depart-
ment, and also as a chemist. Henry A. Langenhan married Bertha
Arnold, of Eau Claire, Wisconsin.

BERT GIEGERICH is one of the veteran newspaper men of Sauk
County and for many years has been editor and proprietor of the Sauk
County News at Prairie du Sac.

Mr. Giegerich is still in the prime of life, and almost his entire career
has been spent in this county. He was born at Sauk City. May 13, 1876,
a son of Bertram and Eva Giegerich, his father a native of Germany
and his mother of Switzerland. Mr. Giegerich grew up in Sauk City,
attended the public schools there, and as a boy he entered the office.
of the Pionier am Wisconsin, a German weekly newspaper published
in Sauk City. In that office he learned the printer's trade, and famil-
iarized himself with the general duties of a country newspaper. This
paper was subsequently consolidated with the Sauk City Presse, now
the Sauk City Pionier Presse. For a number of years Mr. Giegerich
worked as a compositor with this paper and subsequently had some,
experience in the book department of the Madison Democrat. In 1899
he and Mr. William P. Just bought the Sauk County News from E. J.
Browne, and they conducted the paper in partnership for ten years. In
1906 Mr. Giegerich bought Mr. Just's interest, and has since been
sole proprietor of this old and influential journal.

Mr. Giegerich is an active Mason and was master of Eureka Lodge
No. 113, Free and Accepted Masons, at Prairie du Sac in 1905 and
again in 1910-11. He is also affiliated with the Modern Woodmen
of America and the Equitable Fraternal Union. He and his wife are
members of the Prairie du Sac congregation of the Evangelical Asso-
ciation.

Mr. Giegerich was married at Sauk City May 11, 1911, to Miss Ida
Meng, ofI Sauk City, daughter of Mr. and Mrs. Jacob Meng, who were
pioneer Swiss settlers in the Town of Troy, Sauk County.

RALSA A. MORLEY. Morley is a family name in Sauk County around
which have gathered many associations due to long residence, success
in business affairs, and honorable participation in those movements and
activities which are most vitally connected with the general welfare of
the community.

A prominent member of this family was the late Ralsa A. Morley.
He was born in Lake County, Ohio, April 15, 1834. His father was
Thomas Morley, mention of whom is made in other connections in
this work. Ralsa A. Morley came to Sauk County with his people
when about sixteen years of age. He subsequently went back to Ohio
and attended Oberlin College. He and his father drove from the,
State of Ohio a band of 1,000 sheep to Excelsior Township of Sauk
County. These sheep were owned by I. W. and Russell Morley.
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Ralsa A. Morley finally joined his brother, Nelson W., and together
they bought 320 acres of land in Baraboo Township from their father and
engaged in business as farmers and stock raisers. He finally acquired
the interest of his brother and the old farm constituted the scene of
his useful activities until his death in 1896. For a number of years he
had carried on the business of dealing in stock on a large scale, and
drove many herds out of Sauk County to market at Milwaukee and
Mazomanie and frequently drove hogs to Kilbourn City. A large part
of the land owned by the Morleys in Sauk County was acquired direct
from the Government.

Ralsa A. Morley was for several years a member of the town board
and its chairman, and superintended the construction of the insane
asylum. He was a republican, and for some years served as chair-
man of Baraboo Township, being always deeply interested in politics.
He was an attendant of the Methodist Episcopal Church.

On January 2, 1866, he married Miss Rose M. Clark, who was born
in Walworth County, Wisconsin, November 19, 1842, and is still living
on the old farm with her two sons, Rollo and Robert. She is the
daughter of Charles A. and Ruth E. (Sanford) Clark. Her father
was born in Jersey City, New Jersey, May 24, 1816, and her mother
in Rensselaerville, New York, November 15, 1815. The latter came to
Walworth County in 1840. Charles A. Clark when a child went to
Indiana with his parents, Benjamin T. and Betsey M. Clark, who sub-
sequently removed to Sauk County, Wisconsin, where both of them
spent their last years. Charles A. Clark went to Walworth County
about 1840, was married there, and in 1848 he and his wife came to Bara-
boo, where they owned the first frame building in that little village.
Mr. Clark was a mason by trade. Laterhe took up a farm in Bara-
boo Township and died there May 3, 1865. Mrs. Morley's mother lived
until 1901. Their children were: Rose Mary; Caroline Augusta and
Charles Augustus, twins, both deceased; Ruth Beatrice, deceased; Bur-
gess Buell, of Carthage, Missouri.

Mr. and Mrs. Morley have three children: Rollo Clark, Ralph Fred
and Robert W.

Rollo Clark Morley was born on the old homestead in this county
September 2, 1867, attended the local schools and the Baraboo High
School, and for a number of years has lived at home with his mother,
and with his brother, Robert, has had active charge of the farm. These
brothers are well known breeders of Shorthorn cattle, an industry that
was established here by their father on October 1, 1878. They have
also bred Percheron horses. Rollo C. Morley was for ten years town-
ship assessor, and for the past twelve years has been a director of the
Farmers Mutual Insurance Company. Politically he is a republican.

Ralph Fred Morley, who was born December 12, 1872, is a graduate
of the Baraboo High School, later attended the University of Wiscon-
sin, graduated from Lake Forest University at Lake Forest, Illinois,
and also from the McCormick Theological Seminary of Chicago. He
is now a successful attorney at Tulsa, Oklahoma. He married Augusta
Moore, and they have one child, Lucile.

Robert W. Morley was born December 10, 1875, graduated from
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the Baraboo High School, and attended the University of Wisconsin
one .year before joining his brother as a stock farmer.

CHARLES H. STODDARD. At the age of eighty-six Charles H. Stod-
dard still goes about his work, active and vigorous, in a manner that
bespeaks a wonderful store of youth and vitality. Mr. Stoddard is one
of the oldest business men of Prairie du Sac, where he located over
sixty years ago. The record of his career and of his family has a most
appropriate place in the history of Sauk County.

He was born at Coldbrook, New Hampshire, July 10, 1831, and
has in his veins the stock of the sturdy New Englaider. His parents
were Asa and Sarah (Little) Stoddard. His mother died in New Hamp-
shire in 1842. She was survived by the following children: W., de-
ceased; Charles H.; Abigail and Calvin, both deceased; Emma, who
died after her marriage to Hugh Shull. Asa Stoddard subsequently
married Philanda Frizzle. By that marriage there were three daugh-
ters: Sarah, Lucinda and Fannie, Sarah being now deceased. Asa
Stoddard and his second wife came out to Sauk County in 1862 and
located at Prairie du Sac, where he lived out his remaining years. At
his death in 1884 he was eighty-two years old. His second wife died
in 1885.

Charles H. Stoddard grew up in the environment of the typical
New Hampshire home, attended the public schools there, and had his
early experiences and training for life on a farm. It was on the 14th
of July, 1855, that he obtained his first view of Prairie du Sac, the
village which has known him and honored him during all the subse-
quent years.' When a youth of nineteen, in 1850, he had become an
employe of the Grand Trunk Railroad. He took up the carpenter
trade and worked on bridges from Montreal to Island Pond and thence
to. Portland, Maine. After removing to Prairie du Sac he continued
his trade as a carpenter and also that of a mover of buildings, an occu-
pation he had already followed to some extent back in Vermont. Some
of the oldest buildings in and around Prairie du Sac testify to the
skill of Mr. Stoddard as a contractor. He is still in business, and his
work now is fortified by the many years of experience. He has kept
for years all the facilities needed for moving buildings of, every kind,
and is probably the best known man in that business in Sauk County.
For about forty-six years Mr. Stoddard has lived in one of the sub-
stantial homes of Prairie du Sac.

In politics he became a republican at the organization of that party
and was steadily affiliated with its policies and principles until recently,
when he has chosen to vote largely independently. Some years ago he
was a member of the council. For forty years he was active in the
Good Templars organization, and the principles of that order express
his own theory and practice as to the use of liquors and tobacco. His
parents were active members of the Free Will Baptist Church and Mr.
Stoddard himself has served as a supply minister of that denomina-
tion.

In 1855 he married Miss Eliza A. Clough, of New Hampshire. Mrs.
Stoddard died September 15, 1868, being survived by one son. This
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son died at Rockford, Illinois, at the age of thirty-four. He had become
a successful teacher and for a number of years conducted a commer-
cial college at Rockford, building up the school until it had an enroll-
ment of 500 students.

On July 3, 1870, Mr. Stoddard married for his second wife Miss
Florence Higday. She was born in Iowa County, Wisconsin, October
12, 1850, a daughter of George and Clarinda (Hatch) Higday. Her
mother was a daughter of Jonathan Hatch and wife, who came to Sauk
County as early as 1844 and both died at Lyons in that county. Jona-
than Hatch married for his second wife Polly Johnson, sister of Wil-
liam Johnson, the man who plowed the first furrow in Sauk County.
George Higday, father of Mrs. Stoddard, was born in New York State,
while his wife was a native of Ohio. He came to Evansville, Wis-
consin, at a very early day and was married at Prairie du Sac. Subse-
quently he located at Dover in Iowa County, and was a merchant and
manufacturer there. In .1855 he removed to LaPorte County, Indi-
ana, and while there he went into the army. He died in LaPorte
County in 1864, at the age of fifty-three. In 1865 his widow and fam-
ily returned to Prairie du Sac, and she died at the home of Mr. Stod-
dard in 1889 at the age of sixty-three. In the Higday family were
four children: Florence; Elizabeth; Caroline; and George, who died
when about five years old.

Mr. and Mrs. Stoddard have four children, Lawrence C., who was
born at Prairie du Sac November 2, 1872, married Lucy Young, and
their three children are Ralph, Cecil and Lyle. George Bruce, who
was born May 27, 1875, married Elizabeth Stillwell and has two sons,
Charles Bruce and James Henry. Roy Charles, born July 7, 1881,
married Alma Buehler and has a son, Lynn. Myrtle, born December 16,
1884, is now a proficient linotype operator in the Democrat office at
Madison. Thus in his declining years Mr. Stoddard has both the retro-
spect of an honorable business career and also a home made delightful
by children and grandchildren.

JOHN H. CLARIDGE, of Reedsburg, is a native of Franklin Townnship,
Sauk County, and came to the city when he was twenty-one years of age,
in 1881. FQr a period of twenty-four years he was: in the contracting
business with G. W. Morgan under the title of the Morgan Building Com-
pany, and the firm constructed some of the largest buildings at Reeds-
burg. Mr. Claridge was afterward engaged in the produce business and
for the last six years has been a real estate dealer. He has also been
assessor at Reedsburg for there years, and is widely known in fraternal
circles., His father, Thomas W. Claridge, is an old settler, and among
his fond and proud recollections is the part he took as one of the body
guards of the martyred Lincoln. A detailed biography of the elder
Mr. Claridge is published elsewhere. John H. Claridge has four sons-
the eldest a practicing physician and surgeon, another studying medicine
in Chicago, a third serving in the national army, the youngest a school
boy, but all anxious to "get to the front."

GEORGE J. PADDOCK. After a long life of industry and usefulness
the worthy citizen of Sauk County whose name constitutes the cap-
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tion of this sketch is now spending his declining years in comfortable
and contented retirement at Baraboo. Mr. Paddock passed his active
years as an agriculturist and was the owner of a large and well-culti-
vated farm, which he had developed through the application of intel-
ligent and well-directed methods. .He has been successful in a mate-
rial way and is looked upon as a good citizen and a representative
man of a flourishing community.

Mr. Paddock was born in Onondaga County, New York, May 17,
1843, being a son of Daniel and Jan (Van Loon) Paddock, the former a
native of New York and the latter of Pennsylvania. While a resident
of New York the father was connected with canal boating, but after
coming to the West he devoted himself to agricultural pursuits. He
was married in New York, and in 1844 brought his family to Illinois,
where he spent three years in farming, then moving on to Baraboo. He
soon succeeded in securing 160 acres of United States Government land,
which he later traded for another tract of like acreage in section 31,
Baraboo Township. There his death occurred in 1871, when he was
fifty-nine years of age, while Mrs. Paddock survived him for a long
period and passed away at the home of her son, George J., at Bara-
boo in 1897, being then eighty-four years of age. Both were members
of the Methodist Episcopal Church, and Mr. Paddock was a republi-
can. There were six children in the family: Ann, who is deceased;
George J., of this notice; Edwin B., deceased; Cynthia J.; Orlando
F. and Laura J., the last two named being deceased.

George J. Paddock's educational instruction was obtained through
attendance in the primitive log schoolhouses. of his day and locality.
He was a scholar at the first school in Baraboo Township, and was grad-.
uated from a log shanty schoolhouse, following which he returned to
the farm. When the Civil war came on his patriotism was aroused,
and after several months of fighting he offered his services, in October,
1861, and was accepted as a private of Company A, Nineteenth Reg-
iment, Wisconsin Volunteer Infantry. With this organization he fought
until September, 1865, when he received his honorable discharge. Mr.
Paddock's service was largely in Virginia and North Carolina, and in
the former state he was in the fighting around Richmond and partici-
pated in the fall of that city. In all he was in thirty-seven battles and
came through the war without a wound, although he had numerous
narrow escapes and on one occasion his hat was shot from his head.
His army record showed him to be possessed of the qualities of cour-
age, steadfastness anrd fidelity to duty, and when he returned to the
affairs of civil life he applied these qualities there, with the discipline he
had received as a military man, to the tasks which daily presented
themselves. The result was that his operations proved successful and
he eventually became the owner of the home farm. This he cultivated
prosperously until 1891, when he sold out his holdings and came to
Baraboo. Here he purchased a whole block on Ninth Avenue, where
his home is now located at No. 506. He lives a quiet, retired life, con-
tent in being able to enjoy the fruits of his enterprise and early industry
in congenial surroundings, among his many friends, and holding the
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confidence and respect of a wide acquaintance. He has never cared for
public life. With Mrs. Paddock he belongs to the Church of God.

On October 10, 1867, Mr. Paddock was married to Wealtha Force,
who was born in Dane County, Wisconsin, March 13, 1850, daugh-
ter of Daniel and Elizabeth (Kelchbaugh) Force, natives of Connecti-
cut who came to Wisconsin in 1846. After developing a good farm, Mr.
Force sold it and moved to near the home of Mr. Paddock at Bara-
boo, where he spent the rest of his life and passed away in 1884, when
eighty-five years' of age, Mrs. Force dying two years later, aged sixty-
five years. They had children as follows: John, who died during the
Civil war; Sarah; Deborah; Lydia, deceased; Wealtha; Daniel W.
and Elizabeth, deceased. Three children have been born to Mr. and
Mrs. Paddock: Edwin D., formerly a railroad man and now living
with his father; William J., an engineer, who died June 25, 1915,
aged forty-three years; and Ernest G.

Ernest G. Paddock, youngest son of George J. Paddock, was born
on the home farm in Baraboo Township, Sauk County, Wisconsin,
May 9, 1876, and was reared there, in the meantime securing his edu-
cation in the public schools. At the age of twenty years he began
railroading, subsequently took up dray work, and in 1907 went back
to the Northwestern Railroad in the capacity of locomotive fireman.
In 1912 he was promoted to engineer, a position which he still holds.
He is a republican, attends the Congregational Church and is a mem-
ber of the Brotherhood of Locomotive Firemen and Engineers and
the Order of Foresters.

In September, 1896, Mr. Paddock was married to Miss Annie Brew-
ster, who was born in Baraboo Township, Sauk County, daughter
of Uriah and Anna (Miller) Brewster, natives respectively of New
York and Germany. Mr. and Mrs. Brewster came to Wisconsin dur-
ing the Civil war period and bought a farm in Baraboo Township, on
which Mr. Brewster died March 26, 1914, aged eighty-six years. Mrs.
Brewster had died November 3, 1897, aged fifty-one years, leaving a
family of five children: Edward, Charles, Annie, Mary and Alice. To
Mr. and Mrs. Paddock five children have been born, all of whom sur-
vive: Hazel Alice, a graduate of the Baraboo High School and of the
Oshkosh State Normal School, class of 1917; Raymond, a graduate of
the public schools of Baraboo; Laura, who is in her second year of
high school; Eva, who is in seventh grade in the Baraboo schools; and
Adda May, who is in the fifth grade.

WILLIAM C. HOLTZ. Diligent and ever alert for his chance of ad-
vancement, William C. Holtz has progressed steadily along the road
to success until he is recognized today as one of the foremost farm-
ers of the younger generation in Excelsior Township. Here he is held
in high esteem by his fellow citizens, who honor him for his ability and
for his fair and straightforward career.

William C. Holtz was born in the Empire of Germany, October 17,
1881. His parents, Henry and Augusta (Schloff) Holtz, were born
and reared in Germany and there was solemnized their marriage. They
resided in the land of their birth until May 27, 1883, when they packed
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their belongings and started out with their family to face a new life
in a new country. They came direct to Wisconsin and settled in the
Village of Ableman in Sauk County. Mr. Holtz decided to take up
farming and located on a fine landed estate of 315 acres within the
city limits. He cleared his land and erected a fine house and barn, both
of which are still standing and which are now occupied by the son,
William C., subject of this review. Mr. IHoltz is now sixty-two years
of age and, having retired from active participation in business af-
fairs, he lives with his son on the old homestead. His beloved wife
died April 19, 1898, aged thirty-nine years, and she is survived by the
following children: Bertha, William, Fred, Adolph, Emma, Paul, Anna
and Walter.

When William C. Holtz arrived in Wisconsin with his parent!s he
was an infant of but two years of age. What schooling he received
as a boy came in the intervals of a rugged life of farm work and con-
sisted of such facilities as were afforded in the country schools of that
period. He was seven years old when his .father purchased the farm
on which he now lives and, being the oldest son in the family, he early
began to assist his father in its work and management. In 1909 he
bought the farm from his father and it now comprises 267 acres, of
which sixty-seven acres are within the village limits of Ableman. He
devotes his attention to general farming and stock raising and in both
those lines has won marked success.

In 1911 Mr. Holtz married Miss Amanda Behnke, a daughter of
Henry Behnke, a sketch of whose career appears elsewhere in this
edition. They have three children: Willis, Evan and Loraine.

Mr. Holtz and his family are members of the Lutheran Church in
Ableman. His interest in political questions is deep and sincere and he
gives an earnest support to republican principles, believing that the
platform of that party contains the best elements of good government.
He was assessor of Ableman for five years and served three terms as one
of the supervisors of the village. He is conscientious in the performance
of duty and is generous and sincere in his friendships.

JOHN M. KINDSCHI is well and favorably known all over Sauk
County, and for the past eighteen years has served as commissioner of
the poor. At the urgent solicitation of his fellow citizens he has ac-
cepted other places of trust and responsibility. For many years he
was a progressive farmer in Prairie du Sac Township, but is now liv-
ing retired in the Village of Prairie du Sac.

It was in Sumpter Township on a farm that he was born February
2, 1860. He is a son of Michael and Verena (Gasser) Kindschi. Both
parents were born in Switzerland, the father in 1830 and the mother
in 1833. Michael Kindschi was a son of John and Margaret (Accla)
Kindsbhi. Margaret Accola died in Switzerland. The paternal grand-
father, John Kindschi, brought his family to Sauk County in 1846,
locating at Prairie du Sac and buying the farm previously owned by
John L. Accola. John Kindschi lived out the rest of his useful life
there and died in 1884, at the age of eighty-four. He and his wife
had four children: Michael, deceased; Peter, deceased; Kate, living
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at Prairie du Sac, the widow of J. P. Felix; and Christian, of Bara-
boo.

Verena Gasser, mother of John M. Kindschi, came to Sauk County in
1856, and a year or so later she married Michael Kindsehi. They located
on a farm in Sumpter Township, and by their industry and economy
they prospered and at one time owned three farms. Michael Kindschi
spent his last years in Prairie du Sac Township, where he died March
5, 1916, at the age 'of eighty-five. His wife had passed away in 1896,
aged sixty-three. Their children were John M., Jacob, George, Christ
H., Michael J. and Mary, wife of John M. Meisser, living in Montana.

Within the limits of Sauk County John M. Kindsehi has had his
chief experiences in life and has worked out a substantial career. He
was reared and educated in the county, had a farm training, and
farming became his regular vocation. For many years he operated
succeessfully a 160 acre place in Prairie du Sac Township, and after his
children had grown up so as to relieve him of the heavier responsi-
bilities he removed to the Village of Prairie du Sac in 1915 and bought
one of the fine homes of that place, where he now enjoys every com-
fort and advantage.

In politics Mr. Kindschi has always been affiliated with the republi-
can party. He has served as township clerk, as chairman of the board
of supervisors five years, having been township clerk four years, and
since 1899 he has looked after with that carefulness ahd efficiency
which are characteristic of him the interests of the poor in his capacity
:as poor commissioner. Mr. Kindsehi and family are members of the
Evangelical Church.

He was married in 1884 to Margaret M. Ragatz. Mrs. Kindschi, who
died January 29, 1912, leaving her husband and four children, was
born in Troy Township of Sauk County in 1860, a daughter of George
and Caroline (Meyer) Ragatz. The Ragatz family were among the early
pioneer settlers of Sauk County and both parents are now deceased.
Mr. Kindsehi had four children: Ella .C., wife of Henry G. Witwen,
of 1239 North La Salle Street, Chicago, Illinois; Emma S.; Julia J.;
and Arthur H., who died October 8, 1917, at the age of twenty-two
years.

JOHN VOECK. The Voeck family has been a factor in the prosperity
.and development of certain favored portions of Sauk County for nearly
half a century. Mr. John Voeck was fifteen years of age when he
came to the county and has made his career one of great prosperity
and of substantial community influence in Freedom Township.

He was born in Germany June 24, 1853, a son of Christian and
Augusta (Krengel) Voeck. His father was born in the old country in
1813 and his mother in 1823. When they brought their family to Sauk
County in 1868 they settled in Freedom Township with a son-in-law,
William Dummer. Mr. Dummer is now living in Baraboo. Later
Christian Voeck resided with his son John and died at the latter"s farm
in 1901, having survived his wife who passed away in 1899. Both
were active members ofthe Baptist Church. They had a family of
four children: Fredericka, wife of William Dummer; Charles, a resi-
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dent of Baraboo, where for nearly forty years he has been an em-
ploye in the railroad roundhouse; John; and Minnie, deceased wife
of George Urbon.

Mr. John Voeck received all his education in Germany. On coming
to Sauk County he was able to take a hand in cultivating the fields
and doing other work, and he began his career without money and with
nothing to depend upon except his industry and an ambition to make
the most of his opportunities. He worked out by the day and the
month, was employed by a railroad for a time, and subsequently began
farming as a renter. His purchase of land was forty acres in Free-
dom Township adjoining the place where he now lives. This was sold
later and he then worked in the stave and sawmill at North Freedom,
being head sawyer. After some fifteen years of this employment he
bought the Sproul farm of 155 acres, and was owner of that well known
place for nine years. He then'sold out to the Iron Mining Company,
retaiining only ten acres on which he built a. comfortable house and a
good barn and managed it as a small farm until April, 1916, when
he traded for the place he now owns in Freedom Township, compris-
ing 120 acres. This farm is producing a big contribution to the gen-
eral agricultural total of Sauk County and he also raises considerable
stock.

Mr. Voeck is a republican and for four years was supervisor of
Freedom Township and for the past four years has been township
assessor. He is a member of the. German Baptist Church of North
Freedom.

March 1, 1880, Mr. Voeck married Miss Katie Mueller. Mrs. Voeck
represents a family of prominent pioneers in Washington County,
Wisconsin, where she was born April 10, 1862, a daughter of Henry
J. and Margaret (Swentener) Mueller. Her father was born in Ger-
many June 26, 1836, and her mother in Switzerland March 23 1837.
Her father died in August, 1900, and her mother on May 6, 1917, at the
age of eighty years. Henry Mueller came to Washington County, Wis-
consin, when a child, with his parents, Mr. and Mrs. Joseph Mueller, who
spent the rest of their lives in that county. Mrs. Veeck's mater al grand-
father was Michael Swentener and her grandmother, Kate Swentener.
The Swentener family established their home in the wilds of Washington
County in 1846, the grandparents spending the rest of their lives there.
Henry Mueller and wife were married in Washington County in April,
1856, and they have thirteen children, named Margaret. Peter, Katie,
Henry, Minnie, Lydia, Tillie, Carl, Nellie, Freda, Mary, Benjamin and
Arthur. All of these are still living except Carl, Mary and Arthur.
Mrs. Voeck's parents were active members of the Baptist Church, and
her father was a local minister in that denomination for twenty-five
years.. He enlisted with a Wisconsin regiment and served three years in
the Union army. He was a very prosperous farmer and besides his pos-
sessions in Wisconsin he owned a farm in Minnesota and also one in
Kansas.

Mr. and Mrs. Voeck have some very capable children and also some
grandchildren. The names of their children in order of birth are
Arthur, William, Lillian, Gilbert and Edna. Arthur, who was born
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February 19, 1884, married Edith Wilzewske and they have one son,
Kenneth. William, born May 14, 1887, was accidentally killed May 2,
1914. He married Alice Lange and left a son, William. The daughter
Lillian, born June 23, 1892, is the wife of Otto Wilzewske, and they have
two children, Marie and Walter. The son, Gilbert, was born December
19, 1894, and the youngest child, Edna, was born January 21, 1906,
both of them still being at home.

JOHN C. BUNN. The successful baking business of John C. Bunn,
which is now in its twenty-second year at Baraboo, has become known as
one of the reliable and substantial commercial enterprises of this thriving
Wisconsin city. The business was primarily founded upon honesty,
excellence of goods and a fair representation of the same, and this policy
has continued to be its watchword, therein lying in a large degree its
success. Its proprietor, John C. Bunn, is an industrious man of business
who has done much in a commercial way to contribute to the welfare
of his city, and who also, in the capacity of alderman, has since 1912
had a share in shaping its civic government.

John C. Bunn was born in 1865, in Germany, being a son of Christian
and Mary (Petschow) Bunn. The family came to the United States in
1884, locating at Arlington, Wisconsin, where three years later the
father died, being aged about fifty-two years. Mrs. Bunn survived until
1909, and was about seventy years of age when she passed away at Beloit,
Wisconsin. They had a family of six children, namely: John C.;
Ernest; Freda, who died in 1913; Charles; William; and Frank.

The education of John C. Bunn was secured in the schools of Ger-
many, and in that country he was apprenticed to the trade of baker, a
vocation which he learned thoroughly. In 1883 he immigrated to the
United States and first located at Arlington, where he resided for two
years, then going to Madison, where he secured employment at his trade.
During 1887 and 1888 he traveled through Minnesota, Missouri and
Kansas, working at his trade, and in the latter year returned to Wiscon-
sin and began his first independent venture, a bakery at Hartford, Wash-
ington County. After 11/2 years in this business he sold his estab-
lishment and turned his attention to farming in Columbia County,
Wisconsin, but in December, 1894, gave up agricultural pursuits and,
returning to Madison, again began working at his trade. In February,
1896, he took up his residence at Baraboo, at the same time establishing
his present business at No. 114 Walnut Street. Under his able manage-
ment this has become one of the most successful commercial enterprises in
the city and his business has grown and developed yearly until his goods
are-in demand not only throughout Baraboo, but in the surrounding
country and in a number of the smaller towns and villages nearby. He
enjoys an excellent reputation in business circles for fair and honorable
dealing, as well as for good citizenship. A democrat in politics, for some
years he has been interested in the campaigns of his party, and has
accepted public service as a part of the responsibilities of citizenship.
He served as a member of the board of county commissioners of Sauk
County for three years, and in 1912 was elected alderman of Baraboo,
a capacity in which he has since acted very efficiently. He and Mrs.
Bunn are consistent members of the Lutheran Church.
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Mr. Bunn was married in 1893 to Miss Caroline Behrend, who was
born August 25, 1870, in Germany, a daughter of W. and Mary Behrend.
Mrs. Behrend died in Germany, in 1874, and Mr. Behrend was left with
three children: Carl, Caroline and Bertha, the last named of whom,
died in September, 1884. For his second wife he married Mary Baden,
who died in 1889, in Germany, without issue, and his third wife was
Mary Buscke, by whom he had three children: Ida, who died in Ger-
many; William and Freda. Mr. and Mrs. Behrend came to the United
States and located at Madison, Wisconsin, where he continued to be
engaged in business until his death in 1907, when he was seventy-two
years of age. His widow still survives him and makes her home at
Madison. Mr. and Mrs. Bunn have no children.

STEPHEN N. KINSLEY, who is now living a retired life at Reedsburg
in his eightieth year, was one of the founders of Loganville, as will
appear by reference to the sketch of that place in the general history.
He comes of combined Vermont and New York stock, and when twenty-
two years of age migrated from the Empire State to Racine County,
Wisconsin, and then, in 1854, to the site of the Village of Loganville
near Narrows Creek, this county. He had only been preceded to that
locality by Chauncey P. Logan and R. B. Baleom. Mr. Kinsley had taken
up 200 acres of Government land in that locality, divided the water power
with Mr. Logan and at once joined him in the erection of the sawmill,
and in the following year became the first postmaster of the place. As
will conclusively appear from the historical sketch of Loganville,
Mr. Kinsley played as large a part in the development of the village as
Mr. Logan himself. IHe continued to operate the sawmill for a number
of years, improved much of the land he had purchased, and did not
dispose of his interests at Loganville until 1899. when he located at
Reedsburg. In 1856 Mr. Kinsley married Miss Lucy A. Seamans, one
of the first to teach in the county, as was he himself. His first wife died
in 1868 and he married a younger sister, Miss. Elizabeth E. Seamans,
who had also come on from New York to teach school. He has had four
children by each wife.

HON. JOHN B. QUIMBY was born in Ireland, in 1823, his family name
being Bartlett. He was a son of John Bartlett, also a native of Ireland.
John Bartlett's mother died in Ireland when the former was five years of
age, and he soon afterwards went to Canada with his father. In Canada
he was adopted by John Quimby, whose family lived in Vermont, and he
ever afterwards honored the family name of Quimby. John B. Quimby
grew to manhood in the East, was educated in the common schools, and
finally took up the study of law. .He was admitted to the bar and on
coming west, he located at Baraboo for a short time. Not finding the
opportunities he desired at the county seat, he walked across the country
to Prairie du Sac and made that his home. He also taught school in Sauk
City for a couple of years and in 1850 set up as a regular lawyer at
Sauk City. He continued in active practice until 1890, when he retired.
During these years he held the office of county clerk, was county judge
two terms and state senator six years. In 1870 he bought the old Baxter
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Farm, lying between the towns of Sauk City and Prairie du Sac, and
spent much of his time in the country. He was widely known over Sauk
County and was always active in behalf of the public welfare. He was
a strong republican, a member of the Masonic Lodge, and in younger
days was a Methodist, but later attended the Presbyterian Church. He
died February 2, 1904.

John B. Quimby married Sarah E. Leland. She was born at Peoria,
Illinois, April 10, 1837, a daughter of Cyrus and Sarah Leland, of Peoria.
When Mrs. Quimby was two years of age, in 1839, her parents moved
to Prairie du Sac, Wisconsin. They were among the first settlers there.
The surrounding country wasa total wilderness and the family endured
many privations before getting well settled. In 1843 Cyrus Leland
established a sawmill, which became the center of a small settlement
known as Leland, in his honor. After two years he removed to Sauk
City and subsequently members of the Leland family moved out to
Kansas and some of them are still found in that state. At the age of
sixteen Sarah Leland was given charge of a school at Sauk City, and
she taught until 1856, when she married John B. Quimby. She died
March 5, 1917.

The family of John B. Quimby and Sarah Quimby were eight chil-
dren: John L., of Duluth, Minnesota; Mrs. Fannie M. Boder, of St.
Joseph, Missouri; Edward B., of Spokane, Washington; Jessie A., of
Prairie du Sac, Wisconsin; Mrs. Mildred E. Ickstadt, of Mount Horeb,
Wisconsin; Cyrus L., of Sauk City, Wisconsin; Howard B., of Reeds-
burg, Wisconsin; and Herbert W., of Hunters, Washington.

OSCAR ALTPETER has been a successful business man in Baraboo for
a great many years and practically his entire career has been identified
with the bottling business. He now owns and operates one of the largest
bottling plants in Sauk County, and through his energy and business
acumen has kept the establishment up to the highest grade of quality and
extent of patronage.

The Altpeter family have been identified with Sauk County since
pioneer times. Mr. Oscar Altpeter was born. in Baraboo November 12,
1873, son of August and Catherine (Holtzinger) Altpeter, both natives
of Germany. John Holtzinger, father of Catherine, came from Germany
to Sauk County in very early times. John Holtzinger was a mason by
trade and did much of the work along that line in the early days of
Baraboo. He also owned and operated a farm, and both he and his
wife died in Baraboo. They had a large family of children. August
Altpeter came to America with his brother Philip, who afterwards located
in Milwaukee, and they were the only members of their family to become
Americans. August arrived at Milwaukee in 1851 and in 1853 came to
Baraboo. A cooper by trade, he established himself in business there
and continued his work almost uninterruptedly until his death in Aug-
ust, 1916, at the age of eighty years. His first wife, the mother of Oscar
Altpieter, died in 1881. She was the mother of the following children:
Emma and Ida, both deceased; Fred; Mary; George; Oscar, and Alvina.
August Altpeter married for his second wife, Mrs. 'Bingie, whose maiden
name was Huber. To that marriage were born two more children, Aug-
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ust and Daisy. August Altpeter was a democrat in politics and a mem-
ber of the Evangelical Church.

In the city where he was born Oscar Altpeter spent his youthful days,
attended the public schools, and was only eleven years of age when he
began earning his own living. Even as a boy he worked in bottling
works, and acquired an experience which meant more than capital when
he embarked in business for himself in 1897. He has gradually devel-
oped a firm second in importance to none in Sauk County, and his plant,
representing a large investment of capital and -equipped with all the
latest appliances, is at 217-219 Maple Street.

Mr. Altpeter is a democrat in politics. For the past eleven years he
has filled the office of alderman from the Third Ward and is one of the
most efficient of the city's governing officers. He is affiliated with Baraboo
Lodge No. 34, Ancient Free and Accepted Masons; Baraboo Chapter No.
49, Royal Arch Masons; Baraboo Commandery No. 28, Knights Templar;
with the Benevolent and Protective Order of Elks; the Woodmen of the
World; and the Knights of the Maccabees at Madison.

Mr. Altpeter has one of the comfortable homes of Baraboo, located
at 127 Maple Street. He was married in 1907 to Miss Julia Weidenkopf,
a native of Sauk County and a daughter of John Weidenkopf, a pioneer
of this section of Wisconsin. John Weidenkopf fought with the Ameri-
can armies in the Mexican war and the land warrant granted him for
his services he used to secure Government land in Sauk County. Mr.
and Mrs. Altpeter have two children: Roger, born February 26, 1909;
and Roland, born February 21, 1910.

CORWIN HIRSCHINGER is the possessor and occupant of the farm which
has been in the family possession since pioneer times. That farm is
located in Baraboo Township and Mr. Hirschinger is utilizing its; fer-
tility and resources as a general farm enterprise, and he is also a well-
known fruit grower.

He was born at Baraboo City in Sauk County November 7, 1865.
The farm he now occupies was the place originally settled upon by his
grandfather, Michael Hirschinger. Michael Hirschinger was born in
Germany in 1783 and married there Selma Beyx, who was born in 1797.
Michael Hirschinger saw active service as a solider during the Napoleonic
wars in Europe. In 1832 he left Germany, bringing his family to
America, and they were thirteen weeks on one of the old sailing vessels
that crossed the ocean. He first located at Pittsburg, Pennsylvania, sub-
sequently lived in Ohio, and in 1847 came to Sauk County. That was a
year before Wisconsin was admitted as a state and only a few clearings
had been made here and there as evidence of the presence of white men
in this county. Michael Hirschinger had bought a land warrant, and
first used it to acquire 160 acres on the present site of Baraboo. He
gave up that and located another place in section 8 of Baraboo Township,.
where he had 120'acres. He did much development work on this land
and lived there until his death in 1857. His widow survived him until
1881. They had five children: Frederick, Saloma, Michael, Jr., Jacob,
all deceased, and Charles, who is still living at Baraboo.

Mr. Corwin Hirschinger is a son of Michael and Annie (Risley)
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Hirschinger, both of whom were.also born in Germany, but were married
in Sauk County. The father was born in 1825 and the mother in 1843.
For twenty years Michael Hirschinger, Jr., was in the feed business at
Baraboo, and subsequently bought a farm near the county seat, consisting
of fifty acres, but after a few years sold that and moved to the south side
of Baraboo, where he had about sixteen acres within the corporation
limits. There he lived in comfort and ease until his death in July, 1901.
His widow is still living and makes her home with her daughter Mrs.
Edward Roser in Baraboo. There were just two children, Corwin and
Cora, wife of Mr. Roser.

In 1906 Corwin Hirschinger bought from his uncle, Charles Hirsch-
inger, the original Michael Hirschinger homestead. Seventy years have
witnessed many changes in that land since it was first acquired by the
family. He has a large orchard. Mr. Hirschinger makes something of
a specialty of fruit growing and also raises the staple crops and some
livestock. Politically he is a republican and is a member of the Metho-
dist Episcopal Church.

In 1892 he married Miss Anna Luebke, of Greenfield, Sauk County,
a daughter of Frederick Luebke, of Baraboo. Mr. and Mrs. Hirschinger
have four children, all living, their names being Robert, Gertrude, Carl
and Philip.

L. J. STEUBER, D. V. S. That most useful of all quadrupeds, the
horse, has a humane and skillful overseer of its welfare in the person of
Dr. L. J. Steuber, who has been engaged in the practice of veterinary
medicine and surgery at Prairie du Sac since shortly after his gradua-
tion from the McKillip Veterinary College in 1914. Doctor Steuber has
been engaged in a variety of vocations during his career, and first became
interested in his present profession while following agricultural pursuits
in Sauk County. He has already made marked advancement in his
chosen occupation and the scope of his practice is enlarging daily.

L. J. Steuber was born on a farm in Sauk County, Wisconsin, in
1877, being a son of Kasper and Charlotta (Schulte) Steuber, natives of
Germany. Kasper Steuber was educated in his native land, and as a
youth learned the trade of mason stonecutter, an occupation which had
come to be known as a family vocation, his father and grandfather having
followed it before him. He was employed at his trade in Germany, but
felt that he could better himself in the United States, and at the age of
thirty years came to this country and located at Prairie du Sac. At that
time this little city was enjoying an era of building activity and the
skilled young workman found plenty of employment for his ability,
many of the old stone buildings here still standing as monuments to his
skill and good workmanship. Later he went to Middletown, from whence
he removed to a farm eight miles west, in the Township of Honey Creek,
but while he lived on that property for sixteen years he continued to
work at his trade and had his stalwart sons conduct the operations of
the farm. At the end of the period mentioned he moved back to Prairie
du Sac, where he resided until his death in 1903. Mr. Steuber was a
member of the Lutheran Church and a man who was always held in the
highest esteem. He reared his children to lives of industry and honesty
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and lived to see them all well established, honored members of their
several communities and credits to their rearing and to the honorable
name they bore. Charlotta (Schulte) Steuber was fifteen years of age
when she came to the United States with her parents, Mr. and Mrs. Carl
Schulte. The family first settled at Middletown, between Sauk City and
Prairie du Sac, subsequently moved to the latter point, and then went
to Honey Creek Township, and still later to the Township of Westfield,
where Mr. Schulte engaged in farming. After the death of Mrs. Schulte
the father went to live with his son at Ableman, at whose home his demise
occurred. Mrs. Steuber lived for two years at Prairie du Sac prior to
her marriage with Mr. Steuber, by whom she had ten children, as fol-
lows: William F., a bricklayer at Madison, Wisconsin, who married
Louisa Wintemantl; Mary, who is the wife of John Wareham, of Bara-
boo; John, manager of the silk department for a wholesale house at
Superior, Wisconsin, who married Mamie Dwyer; Lena, who is the wife
of Henry Rischmueller, a farmer of Honey Creek Township; Charles,
who married Minnie Schellenberger and lives on the old homestead in
the Township of Honey Creek; Minnie, who married Fred Schellenger
and after his death, Charles Miller, and now lives in Sumpter Township,
where Mr. Miller is engaged in farming; Emma, who is the wife of
Ernest Fisher, a druggist at Baraboo; Ida, who is the wife of John J.
Gasser, a farmer of Honey Creek Township; Fred J., professor of Ger-
man in a college at St. Louis, Missouri, who married Jennette Blanchard;
and Dr. L. J., of this notice.

L. J. Steuber grew up on his father's farm, on which he remained
until he was fifteen years old, in the meantime securing his early educa-
tion in the public schools of the country district. He next attended high
school, and when he had completed his course began teaching school in
the country, a vocation which he followed for three years. The next
eight years of his career were identified with the creamery business, and
he then returned to farming in the Township of West Point. It was
during the five years that he was thus engaged that he became seriously
interested in the work which he has since made his life's occupation.
After some preliminary study and observation he went to Chicago, where
he enrolled as a student at the noted McKillip Veterinary College, and
was duly graduated therefrom in the spring of 1914. His practice was
commenced at Baraboo, but after several months he came to Prairie du
Sac, where he has since built up an excellent professional business in the
treatment of all kinds of animal diseases. In his specialty he has been
quite successful, and his ability and skill are generally recognized in the
vicinity of his home and the surrounding territory.

Doctor Steuber was married in 1899 to Miss Lois Drew, and they are
the parents of one son, Lawrence H., born in 1901, who is attending
school at Prairie du Sac. Doctor Steuber is a member of the Woodmen,
the Masons, the Beavers, the Eastern Star and the Alpha Sigma Society,
and he and Mrs. Steuber belong to the Lutheran Church.

JOHN EGERER. The practice of business farming is being more widely

applied and adapted every year, and Sauk County has a considerable
number of men who may properly be called business farmers in the
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strictest sense of that phrase. Among them is Mr. John Egerer of Free-dom Township. A few years ago he took his son into partnership, andthey now conduct their operations under the firm title of John Egerer
& Son. The father learned farming by experience and long continuedyears of work and observation combined, while the son is what many calla scientific agriculturist in the sense that he received a thorough technicaltraining in addition to the practice he acquired on the home farm.Together they are making a striking success as general farmers and arealso extensively known as breeders of high grade Holstein cattle andHampshire swine.

The farm where they conduct operations has been in the Egdrerfamily for a great many years. It was the birthplace of Mr. John Egerer,
who first saw the light of day in Freedom Township March 12, 1860.The farm is owned by Mr. John Egerer and his brother William, underthe name Egerer Brothers, but the personal property and the equipment
of the farm, including livestock, are owned by John Egerer & Son.Mr. John Egerer is a son of John and Mary (Werthmer) Egerer,both of whom were natives of Germany, the father born in 1824 and themother in 1826. John Egerer, Sr., was a son of George Egerer, whocame to Sauk County about 1857. The grandmother died here in 1860and he passed away about 1870, when eighty years of age. In the familyof George Egerer and wife were the following children: Peter, Lizzie,
George, John and Adam.

John Egerer, Sr., came to America when a young man, located inOhio in 1848, married there, and in 1854 brought his wife to SaukCounty. Here he bought forty acres near where his son John now lives,subsequently acquired another forty acres, including the present home-stead buildings, the first forty having been purchased from George Mer-ton, the second forty from John Dickey and subsequently another fortyfrom Mr. Hawk of Chicago. The last forty acres, making a total of aquarter section, was acquired from William Ode. On this farm JohnEgerer, Sr., lived until 1891, when he retired to a town home at Baraboo
and died there after a long and useful career in 1904. His widow sur-vived until 1912. John Egerer, Sr., was a democrat and an active mem-ber of the Lutheran Church. He and his wife had seven children: Bar-bara, deceased; Annie, John, Paulina, William, Gussie and Joseph.

John Egerer, Jr., grew up on the farm where he now lives and bene-fited by more or less regular attendance at the local schools. He learned
farming during his youth and for many years he and his brother haveowned the old homestead of 160 acres. This does not complete the totalof their landed possessions, and they have a farm of 195 acres in another
portion of Freedom Township and own 240 acres in Forest County,
Wisconsin.

Mr. John Egerer is a democrat in politics and is now serving as school
director and as road commissioner. He is active in the Lutheran Church
at North Freedom.

In 1892 he married Miss Mollie Armbruster, who was born in Freedom
Township of Sauk County August 26, 1869, a daughter of John andLouisa Armbruster. Her parents were early settlers in Sauk County.
Her father was a veteran of the Civil war and died in 1905, while her
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widowed mother is now living at North Freedom. Mr. and Mrs. John
Egerer have seven children: Obert John, Clarence, Alma, Chester,
Deane, LaFollette and Marie. All the children are still living and make
an effective group of young and vigorous Americans. The son, Obert
John, was educated at North Freedom, in the Baraboo Business College,
and has brought to the firm of John Egerer and Son the valuable quali-
fications of youth, agricultural enthusiasm and an ambition for success
which has already realized him a position among the most progressive
young farmers of the county.

RODNEY H. TRUE was born in Baraboo, Wisconsin, October 14, 1866,
son of John M. and Annie B. True. He was educated in the schools
of Barabool and the University of Wisconsin, graduating in 1890 in the
general science course. He received the degree of M. S. in 1892 and the
Ph. D. degree at Leipsig, Germany, in 1895. He married Katharine
McArrey, Windsor, Missouri, in 1896. He was assistant professor of
pharmacognosy, University of Wisconsin, 1896-99, lectured on botany at
Harvard University, 1900-01, and has been physiologist in the United
States Department of Agriculture since 1901. He is a member of the
Botanical Society of America and Botanical and Biological societies at
Washington. Mr. True has contributed papers on original research to
botanical and other scientific journals and is the author of Government
scientific bulletins.

EDWARD L. LUCKOW was born in Washington County, this state, April
27, 1866, and came to Baraboo in 1886. In 1895 he purchased the Sauk
County Democrat which he edited until 1913, when he was appointed
auditor of the Navy Department at Washington by President Wilson.
He is now in Washington. During his residence in Baraboo he served
the city as mayor and was active in municipal affairs. In 1915 he sold
the Democrat to R. J. Osborne.

ROBERT J. BUERKI. A conspicuous factor in the business life of Sauk
City for many years has been Robert J. Buerki, who is still active as a
merchant and has an honorable record of more than a quarter of a cen-
tury by which his standing in the community can be judged. Mr. Buerki
is a forceful and enterprising man, and has proved his ability not only
in the conduct of his private affairs but also in the management of large
and important public interests.

Mr. 'Buerki was born in Sauk County in 1860, a son of John and
Amelia (Stadelmann) Buerki. His father was born in Switzerland in
1830. His mother was born in Germany in 1836. Coming to America
in 1854, John Buerki traveled about over the country for a couple of
years, but in 1856 located at Sauk City. He was a shoemaker by trade,
having learned that vocation in Germany. Taking up his trade at Sauk
City he was a steady workman in that line and provided for his home
and family by his occupation, which he followed until about a year before
his death in 1888. He was married March 28, 1857, to Miss Amelia
Stadelmann, and they became the parents of eight children, four sons
and four daughters. John Buerki was village treasurer of Sauk City
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for several years, was affiliated with the Ancient Order of United Work-
men and a member of the German Reformed Church. Of the children,
the oldest, Matilda, who died in 1909, became the wife of Rev. Mr. Gruen-
ingen, who was for thirty-five years a minister of the Reformed Church
at Sauk City. Rev. Mr. Grueningen died in 1911. They had two chil-
dren, Paul and Rebecca. The second child of the parents is Robert J.
Buerki. Otto is a resident of Madison, but is engaged in a sanitarium at
Waukesha. He has three sons, Robin, Glen and Frederick, all living.
Emelia is the wife of August Becker, of Sauk City, a photographer, and
they have three children, Richard, Alma and Oscar. John is the active
head of the State Bank of Sauk City and married Pauline Kuoni. Salina
is the wife of Joseph Clement, a carpenter living in Sauk City. Albertine
is the wife of Louis P. Back, of Sauk City, and their children are Otto,
Paula, Rowland and Marcus. Oscar, the youngest of the children, is
associated with his brother John in the banking business, and by his
marriage to Lavona Herring has a daughter Helen.

Robert J. Buerki grew up in Sauk City, attended the public schools,
and when a boy of fifteen gained his first business experience as clerk
in a store. He continued working for other merchants until he was
thirty years of age. Then, in 1890, he entered business for himself under
the name Buerki & Becker. His partner was his brother-in-law, August
Becker. Mr. Buerki handled the general retail merchandise end of the
business while Mr. Becker, a professional photographer, looked after
the photograph gallery. In 1905 Mr. Buerki bought the interest of his
partner, and has since conducted the entire store, his son Armin being
now associated with him. Mr. Buerki has one of the leading stores in
Sauk City and his prosperity has been well earned. For the past twenty
years he has also served as a director and secretary of the Sauk City
Canning and Packing Company, and is director of the State Bank.

At the age of twenty-four Mr. Buerki married Miss Augusta Kahn,
a daughter of Andrew and Sophie (Froehlich) Kahn. Her father was
born in Germany. Her mother was one of the first white children born
in Dane County. Mrs. Buerki's grandmother came to this country from
Hamburg, Germany, while her grandfather was from Bavaria, Germany.
Mr. and Mrs. Buerki had two, children: Armin, now the business associate
of his father, married Emma Lemmn, daughter of Kasper Lemm, and
their two children are Robert, aged five years, and Frederick, aged two.
Edgar, the second child, died in 1909, when nineteen years of age.

Mr. Buerki was actively identified with the Ancient Order of United
Workmen until that organization dissolved. For about eight years he
was a member of the village board, serving consecutively, and was for
twventy-four years in succession a member of the school board. He has
for the past twelve years been a member of the County Board of Super-
visors. Much of his time and constructive efforts have been given to
the benefit of the local schools. In 1891 he was a member of the Board
and Building Committee which erected the first high school at Sauk
City. Then, in 1916, he was chosen by popular vote as chairman of the
building committee for the erection of the handsome new high school
which was completed in that year, just a quarter of a century after the
first high school was erected. For thirty years Mr. Buerki has been
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secretary of the Reformed Church and was chairman of the building
committee when the new church edifice was constructed in 1913. He and
his family are all active members of that church. Mr. Buerki in political
allegiance has made his judgment direct his choice rather than a blind
partisanship, and has always voted for the best man.

EDWIN STEIDTMANN. Many of the men who owe their early training

to the productive farms of Sauk County have outlived their home environ-
ment and developed business qualities better suited to the activity of
the city than the quiet of the country. That it is commendable to seek
that which is most congenial and, therefore, better done, is a truism
lying at the foundation of all worth-while success.

Edwin Steidtmann was born on the home farm 41/2 miles north of
Prairie du Sac, Sauk County, in 1874, and is a son of August William
and Theresia (Kuhn) Steidtmann, natives of Germany. The family
was founded in the United States in 1849, in which year the grand-
father of Edwin Steidtmann came to this country and located in Merri-
mack Township, Sauk County. In his native land he had been a butcher,
but on coming to America turned his attention to agricultural pursuits,
in which he spent the remaining years of his life. He was industrious
and possessed of the thrift of his race, developed a good property and
made a home for his family, and became one of the highly respected men
of his community. He passed away on his farm. August William Steidt-
mann was six years of age when brought by his parents to America, and
here he grew to manhood among the rapidly changing conditions.that
characterized the development of Sauk County from a wilderness to a
fertile and productive section. At his father's death he took charge of
the home farm and continued to be engaged in its operation until 1914,
in which year he retired from active labor and is now making his home
with his son at Madison, Wisconsin. Mrs. Steidtmann died on the farm
in 1905. They were the parents of four children: Two daughters who
died in infancy; Edwin, of this notice; and Edward. Edward Steidt-
mann, who is now a professor at the University of Wisconsin, at Madi-
son, married Miss Bertha Franke, daughter of Carl Franke, and they
have four children: Edward, Carl, Alice Louise and Robert, the two
older of whom are attending school at Madison.

Edwin Steidtmann was reared on the home farm north of Prairie
du Sac and attended the schools of the country until he was fourteen
years of age, at which time he went to high school for two years. Fol-
lowing this he taught school for one year, was then identified with the
drug business for a like period, and returned to his duties as a school
teacher for another term. The following three years were spent in
Louisiana, where he was engaged in farming, and he then returned to
Sauk County and for one year conducted a newspaper, the Sauk County
News, a venture in which he was associated with E. C. Brown. Return-
ing once more to agricultural operations, he located in Merrimack Town-
ship, and while there held the office of town clerk and chairman. For
some time Mr. Steidtmann had been interested in the progress being
made by the automobile industry, and, after due consideration, he became
associated with C. H. Lehmann and Roland Steuber in the automobile
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business at Prairie du Sac January 1, 1916. He is well known in the
business circles of this thriving community, where he has established a
reputation for absolute integrity and fidelity to engagements. In addi-
tion to his automobile business he still has agricultural holdings in Sauk
County and is interested in Texas lands.

Mr. Steidtmann married Miss Rosina Lehman, daughter of Carl
Lehman, a farmer of Sauk County, and they have three children: Lynda,
who married Addison D. Weese and lives on the old family homestead
in Sauk County; Violet, who will finish her education at the Baraboo
High School in 1917; and Olivia, who is attending school at Prairie du
Sac.

GOTTLIEB HENGSTLER. This is a name which has a distinctive place
in the annals of Sauk County. The Hengstler family and their relation-
ship has been identified with this section of the state since the forests
were first cleared and the task of improvement begun which has trans-
formed a large area into a landscape of splendid farms, homes, towns and
industries.

The late Gottlieb Hengstler came to Sauk County when a boy and
lived a life of purposeful energy and effectiveness until his death. He
was born in Lycoming County, Pennsylvania, August 22, 1845, a son of
Charles' Hengstler, one of the oldest and most prominent of Sauk County
pioneers. He began his education in Pennsylvania, but when nine years
of age accompanied the family to Sauk County, and here he attended
such limited schools as were in existence and also assisted his father in
the wagon-making trade.

About the time he was grown, in 1865, he bought his father's old
homestead with the exeception of forty acres. That gave him 120 acres,
and he retained that land and brought it to bountiful production. He
also bought and sold other tracts, including the forty acres where his
son Charles now lives. Gottlieb Hengstler was not only a hard worker
but a good manager, and he made ample provisions in the way of im-
provements and solid comforts. He put up first-class buildings on his
farm, cleared much of it and was busily engaged with its work until
his death on June 8, 1914, when nearly sixty-nine years of age.

In politics he was always affiliated with the republican party. For
some years he served as township supervisor and for forty-one years he
performed the duties of clerk of the school board without pay. Public
spirit was one of his strongest characteristics, and the welfare of the
local schools particularly received his attention. He attended the Metho-
dist Episcopal Church.

On October 1, 1870, he married Miss Janet Dickie, who survives him
and resides on the old farm. Mrs. Hengstler represents some of the
solid Scotch element that figured prominently in the early life of Sauk
County. She was born August 11, 1850, in the Old American House
at Milwaukee, a daughter of John and Mary (Strathern) Dickie. 'Her
parents were both born in 1828, in Scotland, and both natives of Ochil-
tree. They were married in Scotland in 1849 and two weeks after the
wedding they set out for America. For several years they lived in Mil-
waukee, where her father followed the trade of shoemaker and in 1855

802



HISTORY OF SAUK COUNTY

they arrived in the wilderness of Sauk County, where her father bought
forty acres in Freedom Township near the iron mines. This was school
land and he at once applied himself to its development and improve-
ment. Later he owned 160 acres, and had it fruitfully developed, most
of it under the plow and with good buildings. John Dickie died here
February 4, 1904, and his widow on January 5, 1912. Their children
were: Janet, Jane, Barbara, Thomas, William, Mary, Sarah, John,
Robert and Marian. The parents were members of the Presbyterian
Church.

Mr. and Mrs. Hengstler became the parents of five children: Charles
F., the oldest, was born October 9, 1871, was educated in the district
schools and the North Freedom Schools, graduated from the Baraboo
High School, and is now owner and farmer of eighty acres, half of the
homestead originally acquired by his grandfather. He is a republican in
politics, is now serving as township clerk and has been a member of the
school board and is director and treasurer of the Baraboo Mutual Insur-
ance Company. He married Edith Haynes, of Sauk County, and their
three children are Genevieve, Bernice and Gordon, these being the only
grandchildren of Mrs. Hengstler. George, the second child, was born
August 1, 1873, was educated in the public schools, and married Julia
Doppler, of Sauk County. John D., born April 22, 1881, is a graduate
of the Baraboo High School and also of the LaCrosse Business College
and is now purchasing agent for the Russ Manufacturing Company of
Cleveland. He married Miss Mame Clark, of Baraboo. Eugenie, who
was born November 10, 1887, was educated in the local schools and is
now the wife of Peter Brennan, who handles the work of the Hengstler
homestead farm. Mary, the youngest child, was born in 1891 and
received her education in the district schools and the North Freedom
High School. She is still at home.

WILLIAM H. MASH. There are many names identified with the early
settlement and agricultural development of Sauk County that are yet
among the leading ones here, and that of Mash is particularly well known
in Delton Township and also in Excelsior Township, in which latter
William H. Mash owns one of the valuable farms. He was born in
Delton Township, Sauk County, Wisconsin, June 18, 1869. His father,
William Mash, was born in Huntingdonshire, England, in 1842, and in
1854 was brought to the United States and to Sauk County, Wisconsin,
by his parents. The grandparents of William H. Mash died in Excelsior
Township, both at the age of eighty years, the grandfather in 1887 and
the grandmother in 1886.

William Mash, father of William H., was reared in Sauk County and
became a farmer. He died in the same year as his mother, 1886, when
aged forty-four years. He was married in Sauk County to Miss Emma
Spaulding, who was born in Delton Township, Sauk County, in 1850.
Two sons were born to them, William H. and Frederick, the latter of
whom resides in Delton Township, as also does the mother. The maternal
grandfather was Oliver Willard Spaulding, and both he and his wife
were born in Vermont. They came to Sauk County and afterward made
their home here, coming in 1848, among the earliest pioneers and settling
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in Delton Township on the farm now owned by William Terry. Mr.
and Mrs. Spaulding had eight children, namely: Henry, Charles, Emma,
Nettie, Albert, Hattie, John and Frank.

William H. Mash attended the public schools. He has been a farmer
all his life and is one of the well informed, practical kind who thoroughly
understands the business. He owns 159 acres and devotes it to general
farming and stockraising, and as his operations are carried on with
forethought and good judgment he has met with much success.

Mr. Mash was married in 1893 to Miss Hulda Dahlke, who was born
in Germany, December 25, 1872. Her parents, John and Henrietta
(Henke) Dahlke, came to the United States in May, 1873, and located
in the City of Milwaukee, Wisconsin, where they remained four years
and then settled on the farm in Excelsior Township, Saauk County, on
which they now live. They had eight children born to them, but three
of whom survive: Hulda, the fourth in order of birth, Otto and Emma.
Bertha, August, Nellie, Mary and Julius, are all deceased. Mr. and
Mrs. Mash have no children.

In his poltical views Mr. Mash has always been a republican and has
done his full duty to party and friends and at times has been called upon
to serve in township offices. During his term as township supervisor
many important matters came before the board, and his excellent busi-
ness judgment assisted greatly in satisfactorily settling them. Mr. and
Mrs. Mash are active members of the Lutheran Church and liberal con-
tributors to its Christian activities.

RUDOLPH BRAUN. To really comprehend the wonderful changes
which sixty years have effected in Sauk County, one should listen to the
interesting reminiscences of such an old resident as Rudolph Braun, one
of Troy Township's most highly esteemed citizens and substantial farm-
ers, who has lived through this entire period and has done his part in
developing this section and improving conditions here. He has watched
whole families come and go, has seen fine farms developed from a wilder-
ness, in the shelter of which once lurked savage beasts, together with deer
and other wild game, has noted the growth of new and useful industries
and the building of towns and cities, churches and schoolhouses, and has
lived to see, also, farm life sheared of much of its isolation and hardship
through modern inventions and discoveries. Then, too, there is one
period of his life to which Mr. Braun may refer with justifiable pride,
for during three long years he served his adopted country as a soldier
in the Union army during the Civil war and acquitted himself with
credit.

Rudolph Braun was born in 1846, in Prussia. His parents were
Johan and Eleanor (Knabe) Braun. The father was born in Prussia and
the mother in Saxony, Germany. In 1852 they crossed the Atlantic
Ocean in a sailing vessel, and after landing in the United States came
directly to Sauk City, Wisconsin. The father was a reliable workman
at the carpenter trade and this he followed for the first ten years in
Wisconsin, and then secured a small tract of land near Sauk City, on
which he started a vineyard, and during the rest of his life devoted his
attention to the growing of grapes. His death occurred in 1892 and that
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of the mother two years later. They were good people, industrious,
frugal and kind, and their memory is tenderly preserved by their sur-
viving children, four in number, the eldest, Robert, having died in 1912.
The others are: Balthasar, who is a resident of Wisconsin; Rudolph;
Emma, who is the wife of Joseph Schadde, of Minneapolis, Minnesota;
and Bertha, who is the wife of Carl Bartch, and also lives in Minne-
apolis.

Rudolph Braun was six years old when his parents brought him to
Sauk County and he remained with his people and helped his father until
he was sixteen years old, at which time the whole country was in a state
of excitement on account of the Civil war, then in its second year.
Although but a boy in years, Rudolph had settled opinions, and had the
courage of a man and this he proved by enlisting for war service in
Company K, Twenty-third Wisconsin Volunteer Infantry and going to
the front. During the succeeding three years he bore himself with the
valor of a brave soldier and, although often in great danger, survived his
three years of service and returned home after being honorably dis-
charged without any serious injury.

Soon after Mr. Braun's return to Sauk County he was married, when
nineteen years old, to Miss Katherine Hahn, and they became the parents
of six children, all of whom survive, as follows: Clara, the wife of
Robert Hoppe, lives on afarm adjoining that of her father; Bernhardt,
who lives with his family on a farm in Sumpter Township; Ida, the
wife of Fred Brooks, lives in Westfield Township; Isabel, the wife of
George Loerpabel, lives in Oregon; Udo, who lives with his family in
Westfield Township; and Alfred, who lives with his family in Troy
Township. Mrs. Braun died August 16, 1905. At the time of his mar-
riage Mr. Braun bought 160 acres of undeveloped land in Sumpter Town-
ship, Sauk County, which he subsequently cleared and improved, and he
lived on that property for fifteen years. At that time he sold and bought
his present fine farm containing 294 acres in Troy Township. For many
years he has carried on general farming and stock raising.

On May 6, 1913, Mr. Braun was united in marriage to Mrs. J. E.
Snediker, of Angola, Indiana. Mr. Braun has always been a fair-minded
citizen and has worked for the good of his neighborhood, but has never
joined any political organization, casting his vote according to his own
judgment. He has served as a school director for ten years, but other-
wise has never accepted a public office. Mr. Braun is one of the men
of whom it is said that "his word is as good as his bond."

WHITING DAY STANLEY. The name Stanley has been prominently

identified with the commercial life of Baraboo for over half a century.
A prosperous concern that was established by members of the family in
early days is now carried on by two brothers, one of whom is Whiting
Day Stanley. This is known as the Stanley Company, grocers, and their
store has been a landmark in the business district and a center for
patronage to the people of Baraboo and the surrounding country for so
many years that the old residents could not well think of Baraboo with-
out the Stanley store.

The two brothers now comprising the firm Stanley Company are sons
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of the late William Stanley. William Stanley was a son of Whiting Day
and Maria (Castle) Stanley, who came from Canandaigua, New York,
to Dane County, Wisconsin, in 1847, locating on a farm. William Stan-
ley was sixteen years of age when the family came to this state, and he'
reached his majority in Dane County. At the age of twenty-one, in 1853,
he engaged in the mercantile business with his brother Lemuel, and they
were partners until 1858.

On January 13, 1859, William Stanley married Louisa A. Hunting-
ton, daughter of Herbert N. and Amanda M. Huntington. Louisa Hunt-
ington was born in Oswego County, New York, September 16, 1839, and
when a young girl of twelve years came with her parents to Baraboo.
She finished her education in the Ladies' Seminary in that city.

In 1860 William Stanley engaged in the general merchandise business
at Baraboo with his father-in-law, under the firm name Huntington &
Stanley. From that tithe forward to the present the name Stanley has
stood for the best in the commercial life of the city. William Stanley's
business affairs prospered, and he also held many of the local offices in
Baraboo, including membership on the school board. He was a republi-
can in politics.

His old business associate and' his father-in-law, Mr. Huntington,
died in 1877, and was succeeded in the business partnership by Edwin
M. Hoag. William Stanley died in 1898, after which the firm was
changed to The Stanley Company.

The seven children of Mr. and Mrs. William Stanley were: Maria
M., born January 26, 1861, and died October 14, 1863; Ida Louisa, born
April 30, 1863, and died October 10, 1864; Herbert H., born June 6,
1866; Whiting Day, born August 11, 1868; Daniel C., born September
6, 1870, and died November 2, 1879; William Nelson, born June 21, 1872;
and Mary Grace, born July 22, 1874.

Whiting Day Stanley was born in Dane County, Wisconsin, August
11, 1868, but has spent nearly all his life in Baraboo. He and his
brother Herbert took charge of the business in 1898, at the time of their
father's death, and have succeeded in maintaining the old reputation of
the house and in greatly extending its activities and enterprises.

Mr. Stanley is a republican in politics. He was married in 1895 to
Flora Lawson. Their three children were William, Frederick and Flora.
The mother of these children died in 1901. In 1905 he married Maud
Hamilton, and by this marriage there are also three children, George,
Lawrence and Margaret.

Herbert H. Stanley married in 1890 Ethel Hoadley. He has served
as an alderman from the first ward for nine years and has taken a very
active part in republican politics. Both the brothers are members of the
First Methodist Episcopal Church.

LEWIS BIRGEN. Some of the earliest settlements of Sauk County
were made in Honey Creek Township, and it is of one of the oldest
families here that Lewis Birgen is a representative. Mr. Birgen is him-
self a native of Sauk County and was born more than sixty years ago
on the same farm where he lived until recently.

He was born in 1855, son of Michael and Elizabeth (Decker) Birgen.
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His parents were both born in the Duchy of Luxemburg, Germany, were
married there, and on leaving their native land for America came direct
to Sauk County. They made the journey by railroad as far as Madison,
where they bought a team of horses and then drove overland to their
location in Honey Creek. Michael Birgen bought land from a specu-
lator and founded a home in the midst of the heavy timber. He was a
pioneer in every sense of the term. He cleared away the forest, grubbed
out the stumps, broke the land with ox teams, and pursued a course of
unremitting toil for many years until his home and financial independ-
ence were established. In the early days he made many journeys with ox
teams to Milwaukee, hauling his wheat to market or to mill, and it
required a week to make the round trip. Michael Birgen continued to
live on the old farm until 1878, when he went out to Dakota Territory,
spent nine years on that portion of the Northwest frontier, and then
moved to Iowa, where he died in 1905, at the age of seventy-seven. His
widow passed away in 1907. They had nine children: Catherine,
deceased; Anna, Mrs. John Medel, living in Minnesota; Lewis, who was
the third in order of birth; Isabella and Mary, twins; Matthew, who is
married and living in South Dakota; Susanna, Mrs. Julius Bower living
in Montana; Peter, who is married and living at New Hampton, Iowa;
and Katie, Mrs. John Clements, of New Hampton, Iowa. All these
children were reared on the old homestead.

At the age of twenty-six Lewis Birgen married Miss Mary Steuber,
daughter of Henry Steuber, who deserves mention as one of the first
settlers of Sauk County. The Steubers came here in 1843, lived among
the Indians and in the wild woods almost isolated from white compan-
ionship for several years. He took up land in Troy Township and was
a man of substance and ability and influence. He married in 1850 and
died at the age of eighty-three in 1899, his wife having passed away in
1883.

When Lewis Birgen was twenty-two years of age he took the manage-
ment of the home farm and has lived there continuously ever since. The
original homestead comprised 180 acres,! and he has since increased its
extent to 200 acres, all well improved and cultivated. He has also
replaced the old buildings by those of modern construction and the attrac-
tive homestead stands as a monument to his industry and good manage-
ment. He was a general farmer and did considerable stock raising and
dairying. For several years Mr. Birgen served as a member of the local
school board and has always been a friend and supporter of good schools.

His four children are all daughters, named as follows: Della, Mrs.
John U. Schmidt, of Prairie du Sac; Eva, Mrs. Felix Ferber, of Honey
Creek Township; Bessie, unmarried and living at home; and Mary, wife
of Andrew Moely, and resides on the old homestead. The children were
all born on the farm, grew up there, and acquired their education in the
Honey Creek Township Schools. As a family they are active members
of the Reformed Church in Prairie du Sac. In matters of politics Mr.
Birgen is independent. In October, 1917, Mr. Birgen retired from active
farming and moved to Prairie du Sac, where he has a fine modern home.

A. L. YOUNG, who has been in the grocery business at Baraboo for the
past seventeen years, is the son of John Young, who took up land in the
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Town of Troy at an early day, and moved to the city where he was elected
sheriff of the county in 1878. He had been an active republican for
some years and in 1873 had served a term in the Legislature. For many
years he had been advancing politically through service in numerous
township offices. The son, A. L. Young, was a farmer on the old home-
stead for some years, but left it when a young man, engaged in business
in Baraboo, passed ten years in Missouri and Iowa in mercantile pur-
suits, and since then has been a grocer at the county seat. His father
died in Baraboo in 1905.

EDMOND J. TERRY. The most successful farmers in Sauk, as in other
counties, are those who are not only industrious but also well informed.
Many of these conduct all their operations according to modern and
improved methods and they are the farmers that reap large returns.
One of the prosperous farmers of Excelsior Township, Sauk County, is
Edmond J. Terry, who was born on the farm he now owns, November 12,
1863. His parents were John and Alice (Welch) Terry.

John Terry was born in County Waterford, Ireland, and from there
in young manhood came to the United States and for twelve years was
employed in iron works in Connecticut. He was married in the City of
New York to Alice Welch, who was also a native of County Waterford,
Ireland, and in 1855 they came to Wisconsin, and in May of that year
settled on the farm that their son Edmond J. now owns. At that time
it was heavily timbered and in a wild state, but Mr. Terry worked hard
and gradually cleared it and developed a fine farm, which he improved
with substantial buildings. He resided on that farm until 1898 and then
moved to Baraboo. He died in the following year on the old homestead,
having reached the unusual age of ninety-six. His widow survived him
and her death occurred in 1903, when aged eighty-four years. They
were fine people, devoted members of the Catholic Church, and were
well known all through this neighborhood. They had a family of seven
children, namely: Mary, James, Alice, Ellen, Anna, John and Edmond,
the last named being the only survivor.

Edmond J. Terry has always lived on the old home place. He
attended school in District No. 3 and afterward began farming, first
for his father and later for himself. He owns 160 acres of richly culti-
vated land and in 1901 erected a fine modern residence, while in 1909,
he built one of the best barns in the township, its dimensions being 34 by
80 feet. His stock is all high grade.

Mr. Terry was married in 1902 to Miss Ellen Mulloney, who was
born in Richland County, Wisconsin, June 12, 1870, and is a daughter
of Walter and Catherine (Harroll) Mulloney, who came to Richland
County in the late '60s, developed a farm and became people of well
known standing. Both lived to advanced age, the father dying April 6,
1914, aged eighty-nine, and the mother on March 18, 1908, when aged
eighty years. They had six children, namely: James, Eliza, William,
Johanna, Walter and Ellen, two of whom, Johanna and Walter, are
deceased.

Four children have been born to Mr. and Mrs. Terry: John, an affec-
tionate child who died at the age of twelve years, in March, 1916; Cather-

808



HISTORY OF SAUK COUNTY

ine, born February 18, 1908; Walter, born February 26, 1909; and
Helen, born July 20, 1910. Mr. Terry and his family belong to the
Catholic Church. In politics he is somewhat independent, well able to
do his own thinking on public matters, but nominally he is a democrat.
He has never been a seeker for public office.

WILLIAM EDWARDS. In passing through a, country, whether on
business or pleasure bent, travelers are very apt to notice, with the
leading, natural features, the extent and appearance of the lands and
stock in the agricultural sections, and favorable or otherwise, these
reports are carried over the country. Many a heavy investor has been
influenced entirely in this way. In no part of Wisconsin are to be found
better cared for farms or more thoroughbred stock than in Sauk County
and, it is noted also that this county stands very high in education and
good citizenship. Among the prosperous farmers and highly respected
citizens of Fairfield Township is William Edwards, a worthy representa-
tive of one of the old pioneer families here and the owner of the old
homestead which has been in the family since 1853.

William Edwards was born on the present farm in Fairfield Town-
ship, Sauk County, Wisconsin, March 22, 1863. His parents were Hugh
and Gwen (Roberts) Edwards, the former of whom was born in Wales
and the latter in New York, of Welsh ancestry. The father first came
to Wisconsin at an early day in its settlement, remained for a time at
Racine and then came to Sauk County, and here he bought 173 acres of
virgin land in Fairfield Township. At that time these fertile acres were
wild prairie, dense timber or low, swampy tracts, timber prevailing, and
it took pioneer courage and brawn to clear and prepare sufficiently for
cultivation. The story is an old one but it never lacks in interest, for the
pioneer as the forerunner of civilization belongs to the history of Ameri-
can settlement. Hugh Edwards was a hard-working, patient and thrifty
man, and during his active years made many improvements on the farm
he had produced out of the wilderness and was permitted to live and
enjoy them into old age. He was eighty-eight years old when his death
occurred in 1901 at Baraboo, Wisconsin. His wife had passed away
many years before, in 1869, when aged but thirty-six years. She was
the beloved mother of seven children: Hugh, Catherine, Edward, Rob-
ert, William, Owen and Mary.

William Edwards grew to manhood on the home farm and secured
his education in the public schools. He assisted his father on the home-
stead until 1886 and then decided to investigate western lands and the
possibility of better farming opportunities in Dakota Territory than in
Wisconsin. Finding nothing to satisfy him there he went on to Wash-
ington Territory and in 1888 took up a homestead there of 160 acres
and lived on it until 1900, and then came back to Sauk County. In
1902 he bought the old homestead in Fairfield Township and has con-
tinued to live here contentedly ever since. He now has 110 acres, having
sold sixty-three acres of the low land, and carries on general farming
and stock raising. He is a man of enterprise and thoroughly understands
his business, and the excellent condition of his farm and stock and the
general appearance of thrift in his surroundings testify to it.
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Mr. Edwards was married in 1913 to Mrs. Mary Lawrence, widow of
August Lawrence, who came to Baraboo from Vernon County. They
have three children: Leonard, Marcella and Kenneth.

The parents of Mrs. Edwards were Emil and Amelia (Brown) Shin-
nick, the former of whom was born in Germany in 1838 and the latter
in 1858. They were married in Germany and landed in New York
Harbor when they came to the United States. Their objective point was
Wisconsin, and they settled first at Sparta and then on a farm in Vernon
County, on which the mother of Mrs. Edwards died May 26, 1909. She
was a good wife and mother and was a faithful member of the Lutheran
Church, to which Mr. Shinnick also belongs. He still survives. Mrs.
Edwards was the eldest of six children, the others being: Otto, Charles,
Annie, who died in infancy, Emma and Delia.

Mrs. Edwards was reared in the Lutheran faith and the parents of
Mr. Edwards attended the Calvinistic Methodist Church, but he has never
united with any body, although he lends his influence to religious move-
ments as moral mediums. He has given hearty support to the candi-
dates and principles of the republican party all through manhood, but
has never had any desire for public office. Mr. Edwards is a successful,
practical farmer, belonging to a class of men now taking first rank in
the world's work and faithfully doing his part as becomes a true
American citizen.

FRED W. SCHULTZ. With its fortunate location adjacent to a rich
and wide agricultural territory, with proximity to the nation's finest
fruit belt and with water power inviting manufacturing of all kinds,
Baraboo, Wisconsin, has long offered much to permanent settlers in the
way of business, and here business enterprises of magnitude have been
built up by far-sighted and progressive men. While business, founded
on financial stability, has flourished, education and culture have devel-
oped equally and now no city in the state creates a more favorable im-
pression as to its residential districts or its class of people. It is no
wonder then that native sons of Baraboo take pride in having been born.
here, as have many of its representative men, and one of these is Fred W.
Schultz, who is a director of the Farmers and Merchants Bank of this
city and one of its organizers, and is also agent for the American Express
Company.

Fred W. Schultz was born at Baraboo, Wisconsin, November 2, 1868.
His parents were William and Minnie (Schulz) Schultz. The father was
born in 1826, in Saxony, Germany, and the mother, December 31, 1842,
in Pomerania, Prussia. The father came to the United States and
reached Baraboo in 1854, and here he followed the shoemaking trade for
many years, his shop being located at No. 116 Fourth Avenue. He was
an honest, upright man and a true Christian. He was one of the organ-
izers of the First Lutheran Church of Baraboo, and for many years
served in the office of church treasurer. He lived a long and blameless
life, respected by every one, retiring from business some time before
his death, which took place June 1, 1910, when his age was eighty-four
years. He was married at Baraboo to Miss Minnie Schulz, who came to
the United States some years after he arrived, and they had one child,
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Fred W. She was a faithful wife, good mother and kind neighbor. Her
death occurred May 29, 1910, her age being sixty-nine years.

Fred W. Schultz attended school in his native city and finished the
'high school course when about seventeen years of age and then felt ready
to prepare for some line of business activity. He then learned the tele-
graphic art and became an expert operator and worked with a number
of the great transportation systems. For twenty-one years he continued
at the key, working with the Western Union Company, the Northwestern,
the Wisconsin Central, the Chicago & Great Western and the Northern
Pacific railroads both as operator and station agent at different points.

In 1911 Mr. Schultz returned to Baraboo to establish his permanent
home here arid accepted work as relief agent for the American Express
Company until 1915, since which time he has filled the office of agent for
this company. He has invested capital here and was one of the four men
who organized the Farmers and Merchants Bank, a sound and popular
financial institution of Sauk County, and has continued one of its
directing board. The bank occupies handsome quarters on the corner
of Oak and Fourth streets, Baraboo.

Mr. Schultz was married in 1897 to Miss Alice M. Gilman, who was
born near Rosemount, Minnesota. They have one son, Fred W., who
was born at Stillwater, Minnesota, January 7, 1902, and is now a student
in the high school at Baraboo.

Mr. Schultz cast his first presidential vote for Hon. Benjamin F.
Harrison, the republican candidate for the presidency, and ever since
has maintained his allegiance to the republican party. He has never
consented to accept any political office but is ever ready to assist his
friends and to lend his influence to every public spirited measure that
appeals to his sense of right and justice. He belongs to Cataract Lodge
No. 2, Free and Accepted Masons, at Minneapolis. Courteous and oblig-
ing, prompt and reliable, Mr. Schultz has always made friends wherever
he has lived and he has a wide circle at Baraboo.

WILLIAM ALWIN is one of the native sons of Sauk County, and has
ordered his life along the pleasant and not unprofitable lines of agricul-
ture and owns one of the notable farms of Baraboo Township.

He was born in Honey Creek Township of Sauk County July 4, 1861,
a son of Martin and Caroline (Radel) Alwin. His parents were born
in Germany, were married there, and in 1856 crossed the Atlantic and
came to Sauk County, Wisconsin. In Honey Creek Township they
acquired a tract of land and developed it into a farm which has been
in the family possession ever since. It is now owned by their son,
Herman Alwin. They also acquired another farm about, a mile away,
and on that _second place Martin Alwin spent his last years. He died
in 1896, at the age of sixty-nine, and his widow passed away in 1903,
aged sixty-nine. Martin Alwin began voting as a republican but sub-
sequently became affiliated with the democratic party. He and his
family were active members of the German Lutheran Church at
Leland in Honey Creek Township. Their children were nine in number:
Fred, Julious, Augusta, William, Herman, Martin, Amelia, Louisa and
August, the last three being deceased.
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Mr. William Alwin grew up on the old homestead farm. He at-
tended the local public schools and also the Sauk City High School.
For over thirty years he has been prosperously and -actively engaged
in farming on his own account and is now the owner of a place of
260 acres in Baraboo Township. He has thrifty and well tended fields
and does considerable stock raising. He also owns a block of stock
in the Excelsior Cooperative Creamery Company of Baraboo.

Politically Mr. Alwin is a republican, but active merely as a voter
and never an aspirant for office. He is a member of the Lutheran
Church at Baraboo.

On October 22, 1890, he married Miss Bertha Graf, who was born
in Sumpter Township of Sauk County August 30, 1871, a daughter
of Christian and Louisa (Diebel) Graf. Both her parents were born
in Germany but came to this country and to Wisconsin when young
and were married in Sumpter Township. Her mother was thirteen
years of age when she came to Sauk County with her parents, Martin
and Christiana (Hansen) Diebel. That was in 1848. Martin Diebel
and wife spent their last years in Sumpter Township on their farm.
Christian Graf was a carpenter by trade and located in Sumpter
Township in 1855. Mrs. Alwin's mother had first married Carl Schied,
and by that marriage there were two children: Christina, wife of Frank
Eschenbeck, and Fred, now deceased. Mrs. Alwin was one of six chil-
dren: Henry, Louisa, Charles, Herman, Bertha and William, Charles
and William being deceased. Mrs. Alwin's father died at Prairie du
Sac in 1908, at the age of eighty-three, and her mother passed away
October 29, 1910, at the age of seventy-five.

/Mr. and Mrs. Alwin have six children, William C., Selma, Caroline,
Martin, Esther and Rodger. Selma married Fred Kuntzelnan and
their two children are Lasetta and Harold. Caroline graduated from
the Sauk County Normal and for the past four years has taught at
Baraboo Township. The youngest child, Rodger, though only fourteen
years of age, is now in the third year of the Baraboo High School.

ANDREW MOELY has known Sauk County from his earliest recollec-
tions. He is a native of Prairie du Sac Township and since attaining
his majority he has acquired a worthy success as a practical farmer and
business man in that locality and has also shown a spirit of helpfulness
in all matters of community concern.

He was born in Prairie du Sac Township in 1862. His parents then
lived in the west part of the township. He is a son of Conrad and
Clara (Banhard) Moely, both of whom were natives of Switzerland.
His father came to America five years before the mother and they were
married in Prairie du Sac Township. Conrad Moely died eleven years
after his marriage. He was a farmer and on coming to Sauk County
he took up 140 acres of land from the Government and was indus-
triously engaged in its clearing and cultivation until his death. His
widow survived him until about six years ago. There were seven chil-
dren in the family: Lizzie, who married William Schoephorster and
died three years ago; Barbara, Mrs. Anton Norwald, lives in Sauk
City; Andrew; Mary, wife of William Cook, a Texas rancher; Lola,
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wife of Chris Plots, of Prairie du Sac; Martin, who is married and
lives in Sumpter Township; and Conrad, who lives in Prairie du Sac
and is married and has a family.

Andrew Moely grew up on the home farm and resided there until
he was twenty-two years of age. For several years he worked the
homestead for his mother, and then acquired the place where he now re-
sides. This contains 270 acres and is a place of excellent improvements
and has been brought to a high state of cultivation under his capable
management. For the first four years after buying this farm Mr.
Moely had his sister Mary as housekeeper. He then married Miss Kate
Caflich, who was born in Switzerland. Her parents died in the old
country and later she and her brother John, now deceased, set out for
America and came to Sauk County. Mr. and Mrs. Moely have six chil-
dren: Walter, who lives on a farm in Prairie du Sac Township and
is married; John, unmarried, lives at home with his father; Leona,
wife of Henry Detrick, of Madison, Wisconsin, who married Marion
Bergen and is living on the Bergen Farm; Emma, who attends college at
Madison; and Aaron, still at home.

Mr. Moely does general farming and stock raising and for a number
of years has kept one of the good dairies of the county. He has been
active in public affairs, having served seventeen years on the township
board, eighteen years as school clerk, and in politics is an independent
republican. He and his family are members of the Reformed Church
of Prairie du Sac and he has been an officer in that church since he was
twenty-one years of age.

AUGUST RUDY. A thrifty representative farmer in the fine agricul-
tural community of Excelsior Township, August Rudy has lived in Sauk
County more than forty years. He started life at the bottom so far as
financial circumstances were concerned, and by his own work and well
directed endeavor has acquired one of the good farms of the county.

His birth occurred in Germany September 20, 1848. His parents
were Martin and Rose Rudy, the maiden name of his mother being
Henke. She died in Germany in 1873, and in the following year the
father came with his children to America and settled in Sauk County.
Here the rest of his life was spent in the quiet vocation of agriculture
and he died about thirty years ago at the age of seventy-two. The chil-
dren were: William and Caroline, both deceased; Julia; Rose, wife of
Gottlieb Jungerman; August; Mena, wife of Gottlieb Jesse; Nettie, who
lives in Caledonia, Wisconsin, widow of W. Seifert; and Fred, who lives
near Lavalle in Sauk County.

August Rudy grew up in his native land, acquired a substantial edu-
cation, and was about twenty-six years of age when he came with his
father in 1874 to Wisconsin. Here he worked as a farm hand and sev-
eral winters he spent as an employe of the railroad. Later he became
a farm renter and then for five years he was employed by Risley Morley.
About 1883 Mr. Rudy bought forty acres included in his present farm.
As his means increased he bought another tract of twenty acres, then
twenty acres more, so that his present homestead comprises eighty acres
of well improved and fertile land. He also owns forty acres of timber
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in Excelsior Township near his home farm. All this represents his sturdy
endeavors since he came to Sauk County and he has improved his farmwith good buildings. His first house there, in which he and his familylived for several years, is now used as a granary. Mr. Rudy has fol-
lowed the plan of general farming and stock raising, and he has longbeen considered one of the substantial men of Excelsior Township. Inpolitics he is a republican and is a member of the Lutheran Church atNorth Freedom.

In 1887 he married Miss Albertine Kepp. She was also a native ofGermany, and was a most capable and thrifty wife and homemaker. Herdeath occurred in 1909, after twenty-two years of married companion-
ship. She was the mother of one child, Ida, who is now the wife ofAugust Jungermann.

August Jungermann, who has the active management of the RudyFarm, was born in Germany February 21, 1866, a son of Gottlieb andGustina Jungermann. His mother died in April, 1886, and his fathersubsequently married Rose Rudy, a sister of August Rudy, and they nowlive in Baraboo. August Jungermann and wife are the parents of four
children: Anna, Arthur, Martha and August Frederick.

The parents of August Jungermann came to Sauk County in 1872and bought eighty acres of land in Greenfield Township, which was theirhome until the death of the first Mrs. Jungermann in' 1886. Of theirchildren, August is now the only survivor. His sisters Julia and Ameliaand his brother Fred have all been dead for several years. August
Jungermann was six years of age when he came to Sauk County with hisparents and he acquired his literary education in the Greenfield PublicSchools and has always pursued the vocation of farming. He came tothe Rudy Farm on November 24, 1910, and has given his best energiesto its cultivation and management.

WILLIAM P. BASSETT, a retired farmer of Sumpter Township andmanufacturer of Baraboo, now a resident of the county seat, is the sonof a well-known pioneer couple of Sauk County. His parents came toBarabooin 1852 when he was seven years old, migrating from Virginia
his native state. The father, P. A. Bassett, had visited Baraboo the yearbefore, and when he located with his family built a flour mill, lateropened a store with M. J. Drown, and for a number of years was quite
a factor in the development of the village. He died in 1885. William P.Bassett, the son, received his education in the private schools and at theCollegiate Institute of Baraboo. For about twenty years he was a manu-facturer of staves and a merchant, and later became a farmer in Sumpter
Township. In 1914 he retired from active work and became a resident
of Baraboo.

ARTHUR ATTRIDGE. One of the widely known and highly respectedcitizens of Sauk County is found in Arthur Attridge, whose valuable
farm of 190 acres lies in Fairfield Township. Mr. Attridge is a repre-
sentative of an old county family and one, on the maternal side, of mili-tary distinction, and in his own person is an honored veteran of America's
great Civil war. He was born at Rochester in Monroe County, New
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York, June 8, 1838. His parents were Robert and Eliza (Malloy)
Attridge, both of whom were born in Ireland.

Bartholomew Malloy, the maternal grandfather, came in his daugh-
ter's infancy to the United States with his father, John B. Malloy, and
they took part in the Seminole Indian war. Another son of John B.
Malloy served in the Civil war. Bartholomew Malloy, with his sons
Richard, Bartholomew and Ralph, came to Sauk County, and Adam,
who served in the Mexican war, came later to Milwaukee. Adam was a
drummer boy with the troops on Governor's Island and later at Fort
Winnebago, and when sent to Mexico was a soldier in the Sixth United
States Infantry and served through the entire war. At the opening of
the Civil war he raised Company A, Sixth Wisconsin Infantry, at Bara-
boo, of which he was made captain, and later the governor of the state
made him lieutenant-colonel of the Seventeenth, which was called the
Irish Brigade, and later he was brevetted brigadier-general. General
Malloy died in California in 1914, at the age of eighty-two years.

The parents of Arthur Attridge passed the most of their married life
at Rochester, New York, and it was in that city that the father, Robert
Attridge, met with an accidental death on the railroad in 1844, after
which the mother came to Sauk County with her three sons: Arthur;
Richard, who was killed in the battle of South Mountain during the
Civil war; and Robert, who is a resident of the City of Baraboo, Wis-
consin. Her second marriage was to a Mr. Wardwill, to which three
children were born: Eliza, who died at Baraboo in 1915; Henry and

-Dora, of Delton Township, Sauk County.
Arthur Attridge went to school at Rochester, New York, but after-

ward had but few school advantages. He was only ten years old when
he accompanied his mother, his brothers and his grandfather, Bartholo-
mew Malloy, to Milwaukee, reaching that county July 6, 1848. In 1852
he came to Sauk County and for two years lived at Baraboo, and then
went to Prairie du Sac and started to learn the shoemaking trade with
Thomas Baker. Later on he and his brother Robert decided to strike
out for themselves and started for Hannibal, Missouri, by water, going
down the Wisconsin and later the Mississippi River. They stopped at
St. Joseph and at other points, including Fort Leavenworth, and even
went on to Kansas City, at each place trying to find remunerative em-
ployment. At that time Kansas City was but a small town. When they
reached Lexington Mr. Attridge found work as a shoemaker, but did
not remain long, returning then to Prairie du Sac and to his old em-
ployer, Thomas Baker, working in his shop until in August, 1862, when
he enlisted for service in the Civil war. He became a member of Com-
pany K, Twenty-third Wisconsin Volunteer Infantry, in which he was
brave, true and faithful until he was honorably discharged March 13.
1865, after a service of two years and seven months.

Mr. Attridge returned then to Prairie du Sac in time to cast his
vote for Abraham Lincoln. By this time he had some capital and decided
to invest it in land, and together with his brother Robert bought eighty
acres in Fairfield Township, and brought his mother and grandfather to
this new home. Here his mother lived until the time of her death in
1890, at the age of seventy-three years. At that time the land was still
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virgin soil and it took many years of hard work to convert it into a
profitable property, but Mr. Attridge not only accomplished that but
gradually kept adding to his possessions until they amounted to 190
acres. Since Mr. Attridge retired from active work his son William
operates the farm. It is well located as to markets, and because of the
care that has always been given it it is very productive land, returning
rich yields for the thorough cultivation bestowed.

Mr. Attridge was married November 25, 1877, to Miss Wilhelmina
Zeigler, who was born in Germany, January 27, 1857, and is a daughter
of William and Caroline (Wiesman) Zeigler. They were born in Ger-
many, reared and married there, and in June, 1869, came to the United
States and located first at Portage in Columbia County, Wisconsin, com-
ing to Sauk County from there in September following. For three years
afterward Mr. Zeigler worked for Albert G. Tuttle, but in 1873 bought
thirty acres, to which he later added ten acres, all timber land at that
time. He cleared off his thirty acres and later made many substantial
improvements, dying on the land he had so efficiently developed and
after many years of enjoyment of it, June 10, 1906, when aged eighty-
four years, having survived his wife since 1874. Their family numbered
eight children, four of whom died in Germany, three accompanied them
to Sauk County, and one was born here: Wilhelmina (Minnie), who is
the wife of Arthur Attridge; Carl, who lives at Valley Junction; Aug-
ust, who owns the old homestead; and William, who was born in Sauk
County.

August Zeigler, who not only owns the old Ziegler home place but
a farm of ninety acres in Fairfield Township, carries on general farming
and stockraising, keeping a first class grade of cattle and stock and
making a specialty of dairying. Mr. Zeigler is a republican in politics,
and in his religious views is liberal. His father was a member of the
Evangelical and his mother of the Lutheran Church. On March 26, 1884,
he was married to Miss Ella Malloy, who was born in Fairfield Town-
ship in 1863, and whose parents were Bartholomew and Isabel Malloy,
early settlers who both died in Fairfield Township. Mr. and Mrs. Zeigler
have three children: George, who lives in Baraboo, married Amanda
Braun, and they have one daughter, Mildred; Otto, who is a farmer in
Monroe, married Marela Jones; and John, who assists his father, mar-
ried Sebe Lusby. August Zeigler was born December 19, 1860, and
thus has been a resident of the United States since he was nine years
old.

Four children were born to Mr. and Mrs. Attridge, as follows: Mary;
Elizabeth, who is a graduate of the Baraboo High School and the Platte-
ville State Normal School, and also spent two years at Mendota College,
Illinois, and still furthered her liberal education through a Chicago
correspondence school, and has been a very acceptable teacher at Mon-
roe, Wisconsin, for some years; Ella, who resides at home; and William,
who is in charge of the home farm.

In politics Mr. Attridge has always been a republican, and further
than that has always been a conscientious citizen. His good judgment
has many times been acknowledged by his fellow citizens and they have
elected him to township offices, such as road master and school director,
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and during one year he served as clerk of the school board. He has
never lost interest in his old comrades of army days and belongs to
the post at Baraboo of the Grand Army of the Republic. Mr. Attridge's
name belongs to the list that most creditably represent Sauk County
people.

ROBERT BRUCE CURRY. One of the well-to-do families of Sauk County
is represented by Robert Bruce Curry, whose home has been here over
thirty-five years and who has long been enjoying the splendid fruits of
his early toil and industry. He began his career here without special
advantages or capital, and has relied entirely upon hard work and good
judgment to put him ahead in the world.

Mr. Curry was born in Canada March 6, 1862, a son of Samuel and
Jane (Crosley) Curry. His father was a native of England, came to
New York State in early life and from there moved to Canada, where he
followed farming until his death about 1870. His widow passed away
in Canada in 1899. They had a large family of thirteen children,
Robert B. being the youngest of the sons. The others in order of age
were Lizzie, Annie, Jennie, Addie, James, Catherine, Fannie, Sadie,
Edward, Robert, Hattie, Margaret, and Trina Louisa.

Robert Bruce Curry grew up on the farm in Canada and was only
eight years old when his father died. He received a modest amount ot
education, and at the age of eighteen he came to Sauk County. Here he
worked as a farm hand and through that work saved the money by which
he was able to buy a farm of eighty acres in Freedom Township. He
kept that place and worked it for a number of years, but in April, 1915,
sold. and bought one of the well improved places in Baraboo Township,
consisting of eighty acres. Here Mr. Curry may be found industriously
occupied with his work as a general farmer and stock raiser.

May 19, 1891, he married Miss Luella Eggleston. Mrs. Curry was
born at Prairie du Sac, Wisconsin, June 22, 1875, daughter of Edward
and Henrietta (Ambler) Eggelson. Her parents were early settlers at
Prairie du Sac. She was a small child when her mother died and she
grew up in the home of her Grandmother Ambler. Mrs. Curry died
April 7, 1912, the mother of nine children, all of whom are living.
Archie Bruce, the oldest, is now in the signal corps of the United States
Army at Fort Bliss, Texas. The other children in order of birth are
Mildred Luella, wife of Gustav Kleinschmidt, Cecil George, Lyle Edward,
Sadie Manzaneta, Robert Claire, Theodore, Thelma Viola and Clifford
Crosley.

HENRY K. DILLENBECK. Among the thriving business enterprises of
the prosperous City of Baraboo, one which has grown to be a leader in
its line under its present management, is the cigar and tobacco store
conducted by Henry K. Dillenbeck. The proprietor of this business is
a product of the agricultural community of Wisconsin, a former railroad
man and for some years connected with the grain trade. In his present
line of business he has made many friends at Baraboo and has firmly
established himself in public confidence as a reliable and capable man
of affairs.

817



HISTORY OF SAUK COUNTY

Mr. Dillenbeck was born at Janesville, Wisconsin, August 26, 1870,
and is a son of Ezra and Jennie (Pritchard) Dillenbeck. His father,
born in 1836 in the Mohawk Valley of New York, was nineteen years
of age when he came to Wisconsin in 1855, settling in the vicinity of
Janesville on a Rock County farm. Being enterprising, capable and
industrious, he succeeded well in his agricultural undertakings, devel-
oped an excellent property, and accumulated a competence that enabled
him to retire in the evening of life and to pass his closing years in com-
fort at Janesville, at which city his death occurred February 14, 1916.
Mr. Dillenbeck was not only an energetic' and able agriculturist, but also
made a place for himself as a helpful and public-spirited citizen. Rec-
ognizing his general worth and sterling integrity, his fellow citizens
frequently called upon him to serve in positions of public responsibility,
and after acting as assessor of the Township of Harmony for nine years
he was elected township chairman and retained that office three years.
He was a republican in his political views, and wielded something of an
influence in the ranks of his party in his locality. During a period of
twenty-seven years he faithfully discharged the duties of the office of
treasurer of the Farmers Mutual Fire Insurance Company, and the
members of that organization placed the most implicit confidence in his
honesty and judgment. He was an attendant of the Congregational
Church, and was fraternally affiliated with the local lodge of the Inde-
pendent Order of Odd Fellows. Mrs. Dillenbeck, who was born in 1837,
did not survive her husband long, as her death occurred December 27,
1916, only ten months after he had passed away. She was a faithful
member of the Congregational Church and a woman of many excellencies
of mind and heart. There were four children in the family: Emma;
Albert, whose death occurred in 1915; Henry K., of this notice; and
May.

Henry K. Dillenbeck was reared on the home farm until he was
seventeen years of age, in the meantime attending the graded and high
schools of Janesville. Subsequently he took a course in the select school
of Mrs. C. A. Hunt, having for a classmate Judge Stevens, and in 1891,
at the time of attaining his majority, came to Baraboo and entered upon
his career as a fireman in the employ of the Northwestern Railroad.
After four years with this line Mr. Dillenbeck went to North Dakota,
where for eight years he was engaged in the grain business. His first
location was at Hatton, subsequently he moved to Northwood, and from
the latter place went to Sharon, where he remained until 1903. In that
year he disposed of his interests at that point and returned to Baraboo,
where he sought a suitable location in la business way. Eventually he
purchased the cigar business of B. W. Brewer, and here he has since
built up an excellent trade. Mr. Dillenbeck, like his father, is a repub-
lican, but unlike the elder man has never been an aspirant for office of
a political character. He is widely known in fraternal circles, being a
member of Baraboo Lodge No. 34, Free and Accepted Masons; Baraboo
Chapter No. 49, Royal Arch Masons; Baraboo Commandery, Knights
Templar; the Knights of Pythias; land the Modern Woodmen of
America, and is treasurer of Baraboo Local of the Brotherhood of Loco-
motive Firemen and Engineers.
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Mr. Dillenbeck was married in August, 1899, to Miss Emily Hender-
son, who was born in 1871, in England, a daughter of Robert and Eliza-
beth Henderson. Mrs. Dillenbeck was brought to the United States by
her parents in 1874, the family settling first in Chicago, from whence
they soon came to Baraboo, Mr. Henderson being foreman of the black-
smith shop of the Northwestern Railroad for a period of twenty-seven
years. His death occurred in 1911, at which time Baraboo lost a depend-
able and useful citizen. To Mr. and Mrs. Dillenbeck there have been
born three children, namely: Henry John, who died at the age of seven
years; Robert E., who died in infancy; and Marjorie, born in March,
1906.

CARL W. WICHERN. The younger element of the agricultural indus-
try in Sauk County, upon which must come the work that will insure the
future prosperity of this wonderfully fertile region, is ably represented
by Carl W. Wichern, who is carrying on operations in Greenfield Town-
ship. Mr. Wichern also has the distinction of belonging to one of the
old and honored families of the county, being a son of Mathias Wichern
and a brother of Louis M. Wichern, in whose sketch on another page of
this work will be found the family history.

Carl W. Wichern has had an essentially agricultural career. His life
has been passed in the country, amid the surroundings of the farm and
out of his opportunities he has acquired success. Born on the old home-
stead place in Baraboo Township September 23, 1880, he was given good
educational advantages in his youth, first attending the public schools
of Sauk County and later completing his agricultural training by a
course in the agricultural department of the University of Wisconsin.
On his return from the university Mr. Wichern at once began to work
at his chosen vocation and shortly thereafter he and his brother Louis
M. secured a farm in Barron County, which they sold later. They oper-
ated the old homestead in Baraboo for six years and this partnership
continued until November, 1914, when their association was mutually
dissolved. At that time Carl W. Wichern bought a farm of eighty
acres located in Greenfield Township, to which he first added twenty
acres and later forty acres more, now having 140 acres of some of the
finest land to be found in the township. He has installed first-class im-
provements and built a set of fine, commodious, modern buildings, his
machinery and appliances are of the latest manufacture, and the gen-
eral air of prosperity hovering over the farm indicates the presence of
able and progressive management. In addition to carrying on general
farming operations Mr. Wichern has met with very satisfying success
as a breeder of livestock, making a specialty of pure-bred Guernsey cattle
and Poland-China hogs. He is a stockholder in the Excelsior Co-opera-
tive Creamery Company of Baraboo, and has a number of other inter-
ests. He is a republican, but has not found time to engage actively in
political affairs, although he takes a good citizen's interest in matters
of importance affecting the welfare and advancement of his community
and its people and gives his support to such measures as he believes will
be beneficial.

Mr. Wichern was married in June, 1915, to Miss Nettie Kimball, who
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was born December 28, 1889, at Baraboo, Wisconsin, daughter of Willard
and Lizzie (Gerofski) Kimball, of Lyons, Wisconsin, and granddaughter
of Daniel and Harriet Kimball, pioneers of Sauk County, who died here.
Mrs. Willard Kimball was born in Germany and was a child when
brought by her parents to the United States, the family first settling in
Illinois, later removing to Dane County and then going to New York,
where the maternal grandparents of Mrs. Wichern passed away. Mr.
and Mrs. Wichern are the parents of one daughter, Ethel Mae.

MRS. ROBERT SCHLAG, widow of the late Robert Schlag, has her home
in Prairie du Sac and represents some of the pioneer elements of German
citizenship in Sauk County.

Mrs. Schlag is a daughter of Frederick and Barabara (Frank) Wieg-
low. Both her parents were born in Germany. Her father died il
1912 and her mother in 1889. They came to America when still single,
were married in New York State and coming westward, settled in Merri-
mack Township of Sauk County on a farm. They lived on that place
for a number of years and finally sold it to Mr. Palmer of Baraboo.
The mother died on the old farm, and the father lived retired for eight
years in Baraboo.

Mrs. Schlag was one of eleven children: Frederick, married and
living in Baraboo; Caroline, Mrs. Orlando Gottminkle, of Baraboo;
Bertha, Mrs. William Clark, of Baraboo; Anna, who died in March, 1906,
married Frank Hewer, of Belvidere, Illinois; Charles, who is married
and living in South Dakota; Mrs. Schlag; Frances, wife of John Cox,
living in Baraboo; Ida, who died in 1885, after her marriage to Ernest
Thomas; Oscar, who is married and living in Baraboo; Minnie, the
widow of William Graff; and DeGraw, who is married and living in
Baraboo. These children all grew up and received their early educational
training in Merrimack Township.

Mr. and Mrs. Schlag were married March 8, 1879. To their marriage
were born two children. Lena Dell, the older, is now Mrs. Fred Scheuf-
ler, and they live in Merrimack Township and have two children, Doris
Gladys, aged twelve years, and Elmer Dell, aged nineteen months. The
son, Rudolph, is married and living on the old homestead farm in
Sumpter Township of Sauk County.

The late Robert Schlag was a son of John G. Schlag, who came from
Germany in 1844 and was one of the earliest residents in Sumpter Town-
ship, the land he took up and developed now being occupied by his son
Rudolph. John G. SchIag married Wilhelmina Steidtman, and on the
same day they set sail for America. Their first stop was Milwaukee,
and from there they went to Bear Creek and then settled on their farm
in Sumpter Township. John G. Schlag and wife had nine children:
Rudolph, deceased; Lena, who died after her marriage in 1901; Andrew,
deceased; Susan, Mrs. Herman Matthews, living in Baraboo; Paul, who
is married and living in Sumpter Township; Herman, of Prairie du
Sac; Eliza, Mrs. August Ocherhaurer, of Baraboo; Robert; Alexander,
who is married and living in Baraboo. These children all grew up on
the farm in Sumpter Township except the two youngest, who were chil-
dren when their parents removed to Baraboo. John G. Schlag, after
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leaving the farm became proprietor of the Wisconsin House in Baraboo,
an old hostelry occupying the site now filled by the Ringling Theatre.
Some years later the old farm was sold to Robert Schlag, and he in turn
sold it to his son Rudolph. John G. Schlag continued to run the Wis-
consin House until his death.

Robert Schlag moved to Baraboo with his parents, but after a couple
of years there became discontented and returned to the farm, where he
lived with his father's tenant, at the same time attending school. After
his marriage he went to Minnesota, took up a homestead claim, and
during the five years they spent there they proved up on the land and
were then able to sell out at a good profit. Returning to Sumpter Town-
ship, Mr. Schlag bought his father's place and made it his home until
two years before his death, when he sold it to his son Rudolph and then
moved to Prairie du Sac, where his death occurred in July, 1916. He
was an honored citizen of the county, was generous, upright and had a
host of friends. For four years he served on the school board, and in
politics was a republican. His parents were members of the Lutheran
Church, but most of the present generation are free thinkers in matters
of religion.

EDWARD N. MARSH (deceased) was, for many years, a photographer
and hotel keeper at Devil's Lake. He built the first hotel in that locality,
which was known as the Minnewaukee House. He conducted it for a
number of years, sold it and moved to Elkhart Lake, where he erected
and managed the Swiss Cottage for some time. His next move was to
Fairplay, Colorado, where he also was engaged in the hotel business;
then he took up a homestead in South Dakota., located at Baraboo and
there engaged in the real estate business until his death in 1910.
Mr. Marsh was a Civil war veteran. His wife and living widow (nee
Mary Ann Blake) came to Baraboo, with her parents in 1850, when twelve
years of age, and attended the first village school in a log house. She
was married to Mr. Marsh in 1855.

GEORGE W. HACKETT. While it may offend his natural modesty to
make the statement, there is no question that George W. Hackett of North
Freedom is one of the foremost authorities on poultry in the State of
Wisconsin. What he has accomplished in that line as a practical poultry-
man and the recognition paid to his abilities both in this state and else-
where serves as a voucher of his leadership.

For seven years Mr. Hackett has been poultry lecturer at farmers'
institutes throughout the state. He is editor of the poultry department
for the Wisconsin Agriculturist, published at Racine, and is also super-
intendent of the poultry department of the Wisconsin State Fair. Mr.
Hackett is member of one of the oldest and best known families of Sauk
County. The farm which he now owns and occupies at North Freedom
was the scene of his birth on December 17, 1867. His grandfather was
Samuel Hackett, who founded the family in Sauk County in 1848.
Samuel Hackett was born in New Jersey in 1805, and after his marriage
moved to Canada, but in 1839 returned to the United States, locating
in Illinois, and from there coming to Sauk County in 1848. His descend-
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ants are now numerous both in this state and elsewhere. The Hackett
family has held annual reunions for the past thirty-five years, and Mr.
George W. Hackett is secretary of the Hackett Family Reunion Asso-
ciation.

His parents were Frank S. and Ann E. (Loomis) Hackett. Frank
S. Hackett, a son of the pioneer Samuel Hackett, was born in Boone
County, Illinois, July 24, 1840, and was eight years of age when brought
to Sauk County. He received the limited advantages of the public
schools of that day, and grew up on a farm and made it his steady
vocation. He had a place of forty acres in North Township and owned
forty acres in the Village of North Freedom. He finally retired to his
home in North Freedom and lived there until his death on October 15,
1916. He was one of the honored old citizens and for some years served
as justice of the peace, also as street commissioner, and was a member of
the village board. He also had a military record, having enlisted during
the Civil war in Company F of the Third Wisconsin Cavalry. After a brief
service he was discharged on account of disability. Frank S. Hackett mar-
ried for his first wife Pauline Wiggins. The one child of that marriage
is W. J. Hackett, of Tennessee. On February 10, 1867, Frank S. Hackett
married Miss Ann Elizabeth Loomis, who was born in the State ot
Michigan August 8, 1848. She was a daughter of Jerome and Harriet
(Chittenden) Loomis. Her mother was a cousin of a former secretary
of the United States Treasury. Jerome Loomis came to Sauk County
in the early '50s, locating in Freedom Township in the "Hill settlement."
He was one of the early farmers there. In 1885 he moved out to Dakota
Territory, but subsequently located at Valley Junction in Monroe
County, Wisconsin, where he died. His wife died in North Freedom.
Jerome Loomis and wife had the following children: Ann Elizabeth;
Helen, deceased; William; Thomas; Jay B.; Francis; Mina; and
Douglas. Frank S. Hackett was a republican in politics, and he and his
wife and their respective parents were members of the Latter Day Saints
Church. The children of Frank S. Hackett by his second wife were:
George W., Joseph F., Samuel J., Joshua T., Mary Ann, John M., Jacob
A., Martha E., Laura, Arthur J. and Ethel M. All these are living
except John M., who died July 18, 1892.

Mr. George W. Hackett grew up in the rural surroundings of Free-
dom Township. Besides the local public schools he attended the Rock-
ford, Illinois, Commercial College. For a number of years he followed
general farming and for seven years conducted a meat market at North
Freedom. About 1892 he began breeding poultry as a practical enter-
prise. He had always been interested in this department of farm activ-
ity and for many years has been a close student and observer of every-
thing connected with the subject. His own experience might constitute
him an authority on several special lines of poultry, while his extensive
associations with poultrymen have done much to improve his judgment
and his ability as a demonstrator and judge. For the past twelve years
Mr. Hackett has given his entire business attention to the breeding of
poultry. His special breeds are the Barred Rock, the Partridge Rock
and the Rhode Island Reds. For the past ten years his services have
been in great demand as a judge of good poultry, he having officiated
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at such shows as the Great Mid-West Show at Chicago, and the best shows

of the Middle West. He has been officially identified with the Wisconsin

State Poultry Breeders' Association, and has done much for more and

better poultry in Wisconsin. He had charge of securing and assembling

the poultry exhibits of Wisconsin at the Panama Exhibition in San

Francisco. ;fHis own Partridge Rock fowls exhibited there won the first

special premium.
Mr. Hackett has also been a leader in public affairs. He is independ-

ent in politics and is a strong and active force for temperance. For

several terms he served as mayor of North Freedom, and was also village

clerk and assessor for two years, and assessor of Freedom Township two

years. For fourteen years he was clerk of the school board and president

of the county board of education two years. Fraternally he is affiliated

with North Freedom Lodge No. 284, Ancient Free and Accepted Masons,

and also belongs to the Modern Woodmen of America.

On December 28, 1892, Mr. Hackett married Miss Diantha Gertrude

Call. Mrs. Hackett was born in Rock County, Wisconsin, June 29, 1869,

a daughter of Charles Frederick and Mary (Sanborn) Call. Her father

was born in the State of Maine in 1840, while her mother was born in

Walworth County, Wisconsin, in February, 1849. Her father died at

North Freedom in 1913 and her mother is now living at Rockford, Illi-

nois. Mrs. Hackett is an influence for good outside her own household,

and is now serving as president of the North Freedom Library Board

and as county secretary of the Women's Christian Temperance Union.

To Mr. and Mrs. Hackett were born four children: Gerald A. and

Harold'W., twins, were born in August, 1894. Gerald died at the age

of six years. Harold W. is ,a graduate of the North Freedom graded

schools and the Baraboo High School, and then entered Berea College

at Berea, Kentucky, where he took his bachelor's degree in June, 1915.

He also pursued graduate study at Columbia University, New York

City, in 1916. He is still at Berea, acting as cashier of the treasury

department of the college. Howard Lloyd, the third child, was born

March 30, 1899, was graduated from the Reedsburg High School with

the class of 1917, and entered Wabash College, Crawfordsville, Indiana,

in September, 1917. Ralph Waldo Emerson, the youngest, was born

January 1, 1904, and graduated in the eighth grade in June, 1917, enter-

ing high school the following fall. He has marked talent for drawing

and cartooning and is now taking a special course in that work.

EDWARD R. THOMAS. The career of Edward R. Thomas reflects prac-

tical and useful ideals and its range of activities has included the pro-

motion of agriculture, education, politics and insurance. Primarily a

farmer, with large landed interests, he has also been prominent in busi-

ness affairs of the community of Fairfield Township, and for many years

has been an active factor in the civic life of the community, having been

frequently elected to represent his fellow citizens in official positions of

trust and responsibility. Mr. Thomas was born April 27, 185p, in Dane

County, Wisconsin, and is a son of William and Lydia (Wineland)

Thomas.
William Thomas was born in New Jersey, but as a young man
vol. II-17
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removed to Eastern Pennsylvania, where he became a teacher in an
academy. While there he married Lydia Wineland, who was born in
the Keystone State, and in 1856 they came to Wisconsin and settled on
a farm in Dane County. There they made their home until 1881, when
they came to Fairfield Township, Sauk County, and began agricultural
operations on the farm now owned by their son, B. F. Thomas. William
Thomas continued to be an energetic and progressive farmer and highly
esteemed citizen here during the remainder of his life, and died in 1894,
having rounded out an honorable career of eighty-five years, while Mrs.
Thomas passed away in 1895, when eighty years of age. They were
faithful members of the Methodist Episcopal Church and the parents
of the following eleven children: Maria, who died in 1915; Ann Eliza-
beth, a resident of Savannah, Georgia; George, who fought for 41/2 years
of the Civil war as a member of the Third Wisconsin Infantry,. and is
now a resident of Taft, Florida; William, who was a soldier of the
Twenty-third Wisconsin Volunteer Infantry during the war between
the North and the South; Charles, who was a member of the Eleventh
Wisconsin Volunteer Infantry and met' a soldier's death during the
Civil war; Martha, whose death occurred in Nebraska; Jefferson, who
died when twenty-two years of age; Emma, who is the wife of James J.
Bray, a veteran of the Civil war; John, who died in infancy; Benjamin
Franklin, who owns the old homestead and resides at Baraboo; and
Edward R., of this review.

The youngest of his parents' children, Edward R. Thomas received
good educational advantages in his youth while being reared on the home
farm. He first attended the public schools of Dane County, then went to
the Oshkosh and Baraboo High schools, and completed his education
at the Oshkosh Normal School, following which for several terms he was
engaged in teaching school in Sauk County. In 1880 he began agricul-
tural work on a farm of 113 acres situated in Fairfield Township, to
which he has since added 153 acres and on which he has made improve-
ments of a modern character. His farm is one of the model tracts of
the community and its buildings are substantially constructed and hand-
some in appearance. In addition to general farming he gives some atten-
tion to the raising of live stock, and has made a specialty of Holstein
cattle. For some years Mr. Thomas has been identified with important
business enterprises. At this time he is treasurer and a director of the
Excelsior Co-operative Creamery Company of Baraboo; for twenty years
has been a director of the Baraboo Farmers Mutual Insurance Company,
of which he has been president for the past fifteen years; and is a
director of the Wisconsin Tornado Insurance Company of Evansville,
Wisconsin. Among his business associates he is accounted a man of,
shrewd judgment and great foresight, possessing the qualities that make
for leadership and executive ability.

Politically Mr. Thomas has always been independent in his views,
relying upon his own judgment in the selection of candidates. During
the past twenty-two years he has served as township clerk of Fairfield
Township, for several years was clerk of the school board, and during
the past nine years has been chairman of the township board of trustees.
He has always given his best abilities to the discharge of his official
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duties and has been an important factor in securing numerous improve-
ments for his community. Mr. Thomas attends the Methodist Episcopal
Church, of which Mrs. Thomas is a member.

In 1879 Mr. Thomas was married to Miss Carrie F. Ayers, who was
born in Fairfield Township, Sauk County, January 30, 1857, a daughter
of Royal and Amelia (Jackson) Ayers, early settlers of that township.
Mr. Ayers, who was a farmer by vocation, was active in political affairs,
and was for several years chairman of the township board of trustees.
He died about the year 1890 and Mrs. Ayers survived him for six years.
To Mr. and Mrs. Thomas the following children have been born: Charles,
who died in August, 1914, married Jennie Pinneo, of Baraboo, and ' had
five children, Arthur, Edward, Theodore, Ruth and Bessie, the widow and
children now making their home with the family of Edward R. Thomas;
Millicent, who is the wife of George Caflisch, of Baraboo, and the mother
of seven children, Roger, Bryan, Robert, Rodney, Donald, Lucille and
Wilbur; Herbert, who married Fern Porter and has two children, Audrey
and Donald; Frank, a farmer of Fairfield Township, who married Eva
Davis and has one child, Phyllis; Neal, who died in infancy; Della, who
is the wife of Harry Filer, of Pipestone, Minnesota, and has two children,
Francis and Mary; Donald, who died in infancy; Percy, who resides
on the home farm and is assisting his father in its operation; and
Lucy, who was engaged in teaching in the public schools of Reedsburg,
is now the wife of Rollo Webster and lives on a farm in Fairfield Town-
ship.

CHARLES A. CARPENTER is one of the veterans in the service of the
Chicago Northwestern Railway Company. .He has been in the train
service for over forty years and for the greater part of that time has
had one of the passenger runs as a conductor through Baraboo. He is a
popular man in the Order of Railway Conductors and has a host of
friends in his home city and among the traveling public generally.

Mr. Carpenter was born in Westchester County, New York, March
3, 1853. Three years later, in 1856, his parents, Alonzo B. and Phoebe
Jane (Smith) Carpenter, came west and located in Richland County,
Wisconsin. Their place of settlement was in Ithaca Township on Bear
Creek. Here Alonzo B. Carpenter took up a tract of Government land
and followed farming actively for a number of years. He also served
one term as county superintendent. He had eighty acres of land and
was in a fair way to prosperity when his good wife died on that farm
February 21, 1865, at the age of thirty-one years, two months, twenty-
five days. She was survived by five young children: Charles A., Char-
lotta, now deceased; Eugenia, Benjamin F. and Nellie. Charles was
then twelve years of age. The father took his little family back to New
York State for one year and then returned to Richland County, Wis-
consin, and married for his second wife Miss Elizabeth Waterman. There
was one child by the second wife, who was born in Iowa. Alonzo Car-
penter followed the lumber business in Iowa for a number of years and
died there May 16, 1885, at the age of fifty-four years, eight months,
seventeen days. He was a well educated man, having gained his educa-
tion in New York State. He became a pharmacist and was also a skilled
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accountant. Politically he was a republican and a member of the
Masonic Order. The family on both sides were for generations connected
with the Friends or Quaker Church.

Charles A. Carpenter began his education in Richmond County,
attending the public schools, and also for one year attended school at
Ossining in Westchester County, New York. He returned to Richmond
County with his father and subsequently began working as a farm em-
ploye in Walworth County. He had a variety of experiences, and from
an early age was dependent upon his own resources. During one sum-
mer he worked on a Government steamboat running on the Wisconsin
River. For one or two winters he was employed in the pine woods.

It was in 1873 that Mr. Carpenter began his service with the Chicago
Northwestern Railway ,and with headquarters at Baraboo. At first he
was employed in the bridge department, but in 1876 secured a job as
freight brakeman, and in 1881 was promoted to freight conductor. After
ten years in that capacity he was promoted to passenger conductor in.
1891, and for over a quarter of a century has had chargei of some of
the passenger trains of the Northwestern Railway.

In 1895 Mr. Carpenter built one of the handsomest homes of Baraboo
at 407 Second Street. He and his family have lived there for many
years and have surrounded themselves with the comforts and also with
many social pleasures. Politically Mr. Carpenter is a republican but has
confined his work in politics to voting.

On February 6, 1879, he married Miss Frances Stone. Mrs. Car-
penter was born in Columbia County, Wisconsin, November 13 1854,
daughter of John and Esther (Sharp) Stone. Her parents were pioneers
in Columbia County, but subsequently removed to Baraboo, where they
.spent their last years. Her mother died in 1900. Mr. and Mrs. Carpenter
had one daughter, Perliett C., who was born June 26, 1883, was well
educated in the Baraboo High School and was just at the entrance of a
beautiful young womanhood when she was taken away by death August
22, 1901.

REV. HENRY MUELLER, who is now minister of the Evangelical Luth-
eran Church at Baraboo, represents a family which have been pioneers
in the establishment of the Lutheran religion in Wisconsin and in various
other parts of America. The Evangelical Lutheran Church 'at Baraboo is
one of the finest in that city, and it is also one of the largest congrega-
tions of religious worshipers. Rev. Henry Mueller has done a great deal
of constructive and organizing work in the ministry, and is very pleased
with his church and its people and they in turn give much credit to his
spiritual leadership in the community.

Rev. Mr. Mueller is a native of Wisconsin, and was born at Freis-
tadt, Thiensville, June 4, 1865. His parents were Frederick and Julia
(Rohr) Mueller, both natives of Germany. The father was born in
1808 and the mother in 1836. The maternal grandfather, Henry. Rohr,
and his wife Julia came to America in 1841, locating first at Buffalo,
New York. Henry Rohr was a minister, but in Germany had served as
an officer of the King's Guard. On coming to the United States he
brought twelve congregations of people of his own faith and located them
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in New York and Wisconsin. Frederick Mueller and Henry Rohr organ-

ized the first Lutheran churches in Wisconsin, and thousands of Lutheran

people came to this state partly under their guidance. Rev. Henry

Rohr died in New York in 1876.
Frederick Mueller also came to the United States in 1841, locating at

Buffalo, New York, and was a minister for upwards of thirty years. For

two years he preached in Canada, then returned to New York, and was

active in his profession both in that state and in Wisconsin. He was one

of the early settlers at Freistadt, Wisconsin, and served as minister there

eighteen years. He and his wife were the parents of five children: Julia,

Beata, John, Reverend Henry and Ella. John died in infancy.

Rev. Henry Mueller soon after his birth was taken' to New York,

where he lived until eleven years of age. In 1876 the family located

at Manitowoc, Wisconsin, where he continued his education in t e

parochial and public schools. He was also partly educated at Water-

town, Wisconsin, and attended Northwestern College there and the

Lutheran Seminary, at Milwaukee, from which he was graduated in

1889. For fourteen years he was a minister in Manitowoc County, and

while there he erected a fine church. In 1903 he came to his present

charge, the St. John's Evangelical Lutheran Church at Baraboo, and

under his leadership the congregation completed in 1914 the handsome

church edifice at East Avenue and Fifth Street. This church was dedi-

cated February 28, 1915. It is a fine structure, built of red brick, and

with rich and beautiful interior. His congregation numbers about 700

people and 140 families.
Rev. Mr. Mueller was married in 1893 to Miss Emma Buss of Fond

du Lac, Wisconsin. They have one daughter, Adelia, who has been edu-

cated in the public schools of Baraboo.

WILLIAM H. PREMO. One of the substantial men of Sauk County

is William H. Premo, who is a well-known representative of the farm

and stock interests, particularly in Greenfield Township, in which, adja-

cent to Baraboo, lies his valuable farm of 113 acres. Mr. Premo belongs

to an old pioneer family of this county and was born in Merrimack Town-

ship, Sauk County, May 19, 1867. His parents were Charles and Eliza

(Astle) Prem.o.
Charles Premo was born in 1835, in the State of New York, and died

on his farm in Sumpter Township, Sauk County, in 1901. He was a

son of Joseph and Melvina (Delergie) Premo, both of whom were born

in France. In 1850 they came to Sauk County from New York, and

lived for one year in Sumpter Township and then moved to Merrimack

Township, land there Joseph Premo bought and improved a farm, on

which his death occurred in 1877 and that of his wife in 1880. Charles

Premo purchased a farm in Sumpter Township, removing to it in 1877.

He married Eliza Astle, who was born in England in 1837, a daughter

of William Astle, a pioneer in Sank County, and she died in Sumpter

Township in 1905. Of their family of eight children three survive,

namely: Stephen, Joseph and William H., and the following are

deceased: Sarah, Elizabeth, Herman, Ada and John.
William H. Premo was reared on a farm and all his life he has been
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interested in agricultural pursuits. He attended the public schools dur-ing boyhood, is a well informed man along many other than agriculturallines, but he early chose the life and business of a farmer and stock-raiser and his success has justified him. He owned the homestead inSumpter Township and additional land that aggregated 225 acres, andthis large property he continued to manage and operate until 1912, whenhe sold it. On March 7th of the same year he bought his present valuablefarm, consisting of 113 acres in Greenfield Township, which adjoins thecorporate limits of Baraboo, where he maintains his residence. Hedevotes his attention mainly to the breeding of Aberdeen Angus cattle,and experts say that his present herd of thirty-five are among the finestspecimens of this breed in the state. His farm structures are modernand adequate and all the surroundings indicate excellent managementresulting in prosperity.
In 1895 Mr. Premo was united in marriage with Miss Nellie J. Shaw,who was born in Sauk County in 1874. She is a daughter of Henry andMary Shaw, both now deceased. The father of Mrs. Premo served as asoldier in the Civil war for three years, nine months and eighteen days.He came to Sauk County among the pioneers. His death occurred in1915, at the home of Mr. and Mrs. Premo. To them have been born fourchildren: Lavantia, a graduate of the Baraboo High School, is a studentin the Platteville State Normlal School; and George, Lilah and Stanley.The family belongs to the Methodist Episcopal Church. In politicsMr. Premo is a republican.

RICHARD B. GRIGGS is an old business man of Baraboo, having beena resident and merchant of the city since 1874. He had previously beenengaged in various lines at Waukegan and Chicago, for several years.Since 1912 he has been retired from the clothing business, his brother andnephew having succeeded him. Mr. Griggs has been prominent in theprohibition movement for many years, and has been a leader in otherfields. In 1895 he assisted in the organization of the Baraboo MutualFire Insurance Company, of which he was president for some time, andis now its secretary. He also held the secretaryship of the Sauk CountyAgricultural Association for a time.

HENRY L. HALE. One of the best known among Sauk County's citi-zens is Henry L. Hale, county sheriff, former city treasurer and long aresident of Baraboo. Coming to this city forty years ago, for thirty-threeyears he was connected in various. capacities with railroad work, andwhether as railroad man or county official he has always had the esteemand friendship of these among whom his labors have brought him.Henry L. Hale was born at Easton, Adams County, Wisconsin,February 2, 1857, being a son of Fred L. and Mary E. (Willis) Hale,natives of New York. They came to Wisconsin as a young marriedcouple and settled on a farm in the viciinitv of Easton, where Fred L.Hale carried on agricultural operations until 1860. In that year he wentto Racine and secured work in a factory and was thus employed until1863, when he enlisted at Milwaukee in a Wisconsin volunteer infantryregiment for service in the Union army during the Civil war. While
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wearing his country's uniform he contracted a disease which necessitated
his removal to the army hospital at Keokuk, Iowa, and there his death
occurred. Mrs. Hale, who still survives her husband, is a resident of
Fond du Lac, and is now in her eighty-third year. There were four
children in the family: Henry L.; Emma, who is the wife of George
Vetter, of Racine; Fred L., also a resident of that city; and Nettie, wife
of Nelson McDonald, chief clerk in the sash, door and blind factory at
Fond du Lac, Wisconsin.

Henry L. Hale received a common school education in the rural dis-

tricts of Wisconsin and has been a resident of the state all of his life. He
began his career as a farm hand, but an agricultural life did not appeal
to the young man, and at the age of twenty years he came to Baraboo and

secured employment as a section hand in the service of the Chicago &
North-Western Railroad. After one year of this kind of work he was
promoted to train service and became a brakeman, a vocation which he

followed two years. His next promotion was to the position of fireman,
and after fourteen months of firing he was entrusted with an engine
and continued to manipulate the throttle until August 5, 1905. Mr. Hale

was one of the best liked men on the road, as well as one of the most

trusted men in the service, and his retirement as an engineer came only

as a result of the loss of sight in his right eye, which incapacitated him
for further service in that direction. He did not leave the employ of the
company, however, as his past services had convinced his employers. of

his value, and he was transferred to the round house at Baraboo, where
he was put in charge as foreman. He remained in that capacity until
May 5, 1910. Following this, Mr. Hale engaged in the insurance busi-

ness, a line in which he continued for two, years. In the meantime he

had become interested in politics, and in 1912 was elected on the republi-
can ticket as city treasurer of Baraboo. He served in that office for two

years, or until April, 1914, and established a splendid record in the

handling of the city's finances. On January 1, 1915, he was the success-
ful candidate of his party for the office of sheriff of Sauk C'ounty, being

elected for a term of two years. In the shrievalty, as in the treasurer's
office, he discharged his duties in a highly acceptable and conscientious
manner, and no stain or blemish mars his record. While a republican,
Mr. Hale is a great admirer of President Wilson and his policies.

Mr. Hale joined the Brotherhood of Locomotive Engineers in 1886

and is still a member of that great body, and during the past eight years
has been secretary and treasurer of the Baraboo Local of the organization.
He was one of the charter members of Baraboo Lodge of the Independent
Order of Foresters and still holds, membership in that fraternity. An
enthusiastic motorist, during the past twenty-two months ending in

December, 1916, Mr. Hale has traveled by automobile no less than 11,000

miles in Sauk County. While his greatest friendships are probably to

be found among trainmen, he is also well known to the people in other
vocations and few men possess more friends.

On September 7, 1878, Mr. Hale was united in marriage with Miss
Vina B. Hill, who was born at Fond du Lac, Wisconsin, daughter of

Thomas B. Hill, an early settler of Wisconsin. To this union there have

been born three sons and one daughter: LeRoy W., who is a resident
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of Detroit, Michigan.; Ethel M., who resides with her parents; and two
sons who died in infancy.

H. O. KLEINER. The well-cultivated farm, with its substantial group
of buildings, where Mr. Kleiner now lives in Prairie du Sac Township,
has been his home since birth and in that one environment he has worked
out life's problems and utilized its opportunities.

Mr. Kleiner was born in Prairie du Sac Township in 1872, a son ofSamuel and Mary (Sutter) Kleiner. His parents were both natives of
the Canton Zurich, Switzerland, his father born in 1830 and his motherin 1832. After their marriage they came to America in 1854 and first
located in Sauk City. After four years there they went to Troy Town-
ship and in 1873 moved to Prairie du Sac Township and bought theland now owned by their son, H. O. Kleiner. Twenty-two years ago theparents movedinto Sauk City, where they retired and where the father
died November 9, 1890, and the mother on December 15, 1898. Samuel
Kleiner began life at the bottom of the ladder. In the old country hehad taught school for a couple of years, but was a farmer by training
and vocation. On coming to Sauk County he secured employment inmills, and he got his real start by farming a place in partnership withWilliam Fisher in Troy Township. In 1863 he bought 120 acres in.Prairie du Sac Township and in time he had it all under cultivation
except twelve acres. The present buildings on the farm were erected
by Mr. H. O. Kleiner, who has owned and occupied the homestead forthe'piast twenty-two years.

Samuel Kleiner and wife had a large family of fourteen children,
and those still living are all married. The names of this family are:
Samuel, who lived at Eau Claire, Wisconsin, and died at the age ofthirty-five; Jacob and Rudolph, both residents of Eau Claire; Carl and
Anna, who died young; William and Fred, living in Eau Claire; Louisa,
Mrs. George Ament, of Chicago; Emma, twin sister of Louisa, wife ofEdmund Tausend, living in Iowa; Charles, a resident of Utah; Mary,
who died young; H. O. Kleiner, who was the twelfth in order of birth;
George, who lived in Illinois, where he died two years ago; and Albert.

Mr. H. O. Kleiner has made his success as a general farmer and stock
raiser. He served fifteen years as town clerk and was clerk of the school
board for three different terms. He and his family are members of theFirst Reformed Church and in politics he is a, republican and fraternally
is identified with the Modern Woodmen of America and the Equitable
Fraternal Union at Sauk City.

He married in 1894 Miss Elizabeth Kleinert, daughter of Henry W.
and Caroline (Schoephoerster) Kleinert. Her parents were natives of'
Germany. Her father was brought to America at the age of seven
years. They lived in the Township of Troy, where her father died
February 23, 1916. Her mother is still living in Prairie du Sac.

Mr. and Mrs. Kleiner have three children, all unmarried and all
were well educated in Sauk City and the township schools. Their names
are Nellie, Lillian and Irene.

CHARLES C. ALLEN. Old age is honorable and worthy of veneration
when viewed as the climax of a virtuous and well spent life. To have
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lived to the verge of three-score and fifteen years is primarily the result
of a careful observance of the laws of nature, and to have reached that
advanced stage in the earthly journey with all the receding years
unmarred by reproach is indeed a consummation devoutly to be wished.
Crowned with honor and upheld by a sustaining faith is he who can look
back over so long a career in the serene consciousness that he has faith-
fully discharged his duties to his God, his country and his fellowmen.
Among the few to whom such a retrospect is possible may be counted the
venerable and greatly esteemed Charles C. Allen, one of the best known
among Baraboo's retired citizens.

Mr. Allen belongs to an old and honored American family, and is a
descendant of the great Revolutionary patriot and hero, Col. Ethan
Allen. He was born in Washington Township, Erie County, Pennsyl-
vania, June 16, 1841, a son of Levi and Cynthia Elizabeth (Walden)
Allen, the former a native of Massachusetts, born in 1818, and the latter
of Connecticut, born in 1814. They were married in Massachusetts, went
next to Erie County, Pennsylvania, then to Chenango County, New
York, and in 1847 came to Wisconsin, locating first at Milwaukee. Sub-
sequently they moved into Dane County, at Grand Springs, and in 1849
removed to Washington Township, Sauk County, Where they received
Government land. This 160-acre tract they later sold and removed to
the Township of Reedsburg, where they took the John Babb Farm and
resided thereon until 1873. Mr. Allen then took his family to Nebraska,
where he took up a farm from the Government and proved up on a
homestead, on which he spent the remainder of his life, his death occur-
ring in 1900, at Alina, the county seat of Harding County. Mrs. Allen
passed away there in 1901. They were the parents of the following
children: Charles C., of this notice; Albert, who was.a member for one
year of the Fiftieth Regiment, Wisconsin Volunteer Infantry, and died
in December, 1915; Myron F., who lived for some years on the old home-
stead in Nebraska, a part of which is owned by his wife, but who died in
Montana; Hiram, who is a retired farmer and lives at Cambridge,
Nebraska; Edward N., who went to Nebraska in 1871 and took up Gov-
ernment land, built a schoolhouse on his claim and was county superin-
tendent of schools three terms, taught school for some years, was a hard-
ware merchant at Arapo, Nebraska, then was sent to the state senate,
and finally went to Seattle, Washington, where he died about 1906, and
two sons and one daughter who died while young.

Charles C. Allen was reared in Sauk County and secured his educa-
tion in the Washington and Reedsburg Township schools and the public
schools of Baraboo. About the year 1858 he went to Dane County to
secure employment, but did not remain there long, but instead took a
boat down the Mississippi River. When the Civil war broke out he was
on Island 63. He was seized by the authorities and taken to Memphis,
Tennessee, but after some examination was allowed to leave the state,
and went to Springfield, Illinois, where in 1861 he enlisted in the State
Guards. Later he was sworn into the United States Army as a member
of Company I, Fourteenth Regiment, Illinois Volunteer Infantry, with
which organization he served three years and twenty-six days, re-enlist-
ing in 1865 in the Ninth United States Veteran Volunteer Infantry
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Corps. He received his final honorable discharge April 16, 1866, at
Detroit, Michigan. After the war closed the brave young soldier returned
to Sauk County and located on a 40-acre farm in Excelsior Township,
which he had purchased before. This he disposed of in 1872, when he
went to Nebraska, in which state he proved up on a farm of 320 acres.
Returning to Sauk County in 1880 he bought a farm in Fairfield Town-
ship and resided thereon until 1904, when he retired from active labor.
He came to Baraboo in that year, purchased a lot, and erected a modern
home at 215 Eleventh Street. Mr. Alien is a valued member of the
Grand Army of the Republic. Since 1880 his political views have coin-
cided with those of the prohibition party..

Mr. Allen was married September 30, 1866, to Miss Lilah Whitney, and
they celebrated their golden wedding anniversary September 30, 1916.
She was born at Grafton, Vermont, May 11, 1846, a daughter of Seneca
and Charlotte (Lacy) Whitney. The family came to Sauk County in
1852 and settled on a farm in Baraboo Township, but in 1866 removed to
Lyons Village, and after some years to North Freedom, where Mr. Whit-
ney died in 1894 and his wife in 1895. They were the parents of four
children: Harriet, who is deceased; Sarah, the widow of A. J. Spahr,
of Baraboo; Lilah; and Charlotte, the wife of Yoss Harseim, of Baraboo
Township. Mr. and Mrs. Allen have had five children: Hiram, who
died when four years of age;' Whitney, a farmer of Bara.boo Township,
married Mabel Thomas and has. three children, Myrtle, Cecil and Mil-
dred; Carrie, who died in Nebraska at the age of three years; Edith,
who is the wife of James Karns, of Kilbourn, Wisconsin; and C. Lotta,
who is the wife of Roy Steele, of Delton Township, Sauk County, a
farmer, and has three children, LaVeta, Dean and Elmer.

GUSTAV SEILS. One cannot follow the long career of Gustav Seils
without renewed appreciation of those homely, sterling qualities which,
when allied with practical business sense, lift men from obscurity to
influence and from poverty to affluence. This Fairfield Township farmer
has been a resident of Sauk County for more than forty-five years, and
during this period has been a witness to and a participant in the won-
derful advancement which has taken place in this rich agricultural com-
munity. His own fortunes have increased with the prosperity of the
county, and his actions have been helpful in bringing about a number
of movements which have added to Sauk's prestige.

Mr. Seils was born in Germany, March 13, 1853, and is a son of
John and Lena Seils, natives of that country. The family had resided
in Germany for many years, and while the name was an honored one
the fortunes of the family were not large, and the activities of the mem-
bers were largely confined to farming on small plots which yielded but a
meager living. With a desire to establish themselves in a comfortable
home, where they might hope to attain a competence for their declining
years and afford their children better educational advantages and other
opportunities, the parents came to the United States in 1870 and located
in Sauk County, where they settled on a farm in Baraboo Township.
Here they spent the remaining years of their lives, both rounding out
full and useful careers. John Seils died on the homestead in June, 1894,

832



HISTORY OF SAUK COUNTY

when seventy-two years old, while Mrs. Seils passed away at the same
age in 1896. They were the parents'of six children: Gustav, of this
review; Mary, who is deceased; Lena, Herman, Bertha and John. The
parents were good church members of the Methodist Episcopal faith and
reared their children to lives of industry and honesty, fitting them as
far as lay in their power to take their rightful, honored places in the
world. The children have all been reasonably successful and have grown
up to be a credit to themselves, to their family, and to the kind and
loving training given them in their youth.

Gustav Sells secured his early education in the schools of his native
land and was brought up in a home where industry and economy were
considered cardinal virtues. He early learned the value of labor and
of honesty and a naturally ambitious nature led him to endeavor to
master any subject to which he applied himself. He was seventeen years
of age at the time he accompanied the family to the United States, and
here in Sauk County he attended the public schools and thus secured
his education in English. It was twelve years before he was able to
secure a property of his own, but in the meantime he was gaining valu-
able experience on his father's farm and becoming thoroughly acquainted
with farming methods, machinery and appliances. In 1882 he bought
eighty acres of land in Fairfield Township, where he now resides, as well
as fifteen acres in Greenfield Township, and most of this property he
cleared himself, putting in modern improvements and erecting good
buildings. These latter include a conmmodious and comfortable resi-
dence, a splendid barn and a large up-to-date silo. He has adopted the
latest methods of cultivating the soil and is a student of the science of
farming, thus being able to make his land pay him well for the labor
he puts into its operation. In addition to general farming he has met
with success in the breeding of livestock, and his graded Holstein cattle
find a ready market wherever shown. M\r. Seils is a stockholder in the
Excelsior Co-operative Creamery Company. Politically a republican,
he has not taken any particularly active part in the work of his party,
but has supported good community movements and has lent his support,
moral and financial, to those things which have been promoted for the
best interests of the public in general. With his family he belongs to
the Methodist Episcopal Church.

Mr. Seils was married in 1880 to Miss Rose Laukenberg, and they
became the parents of three children, namely: Edward, Albert and
Ferdinand. The mother of these children died in 1892, and in the fol-
lowing year Mr. Seils was united in marriage with Miss Minnie Liver-
entz, who was born in Germany, where her parents died. Mr. and Mrs.
Seils are the parents of four children, all of whom are living: Otto,
Lena, Bertha and Henry.

EDWIN J. FARR. Whether it was chance or fate that led the parents
of Edwin J. Farr to Prairie du Sac in 1856, it is certain that the little
growing Wisconsin city gained thereby one who was to prove a valuable
citizen, and at the same time in the little village there came to the youth
excellent business opportunities, the improvement of which brought him
to a prominent position among the successful business men of the locality.
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The period of Edwin J. Farr's residence here has covered sixty-one years,
durifig which time the little straggling town has been converted into a
live and thriving commercial center. For many years he kept pace with
the business development of Prairie du Sac, and it has only been within
recent years that he has partially retired from active participation in
affairs. But while as a business man he has won and deserved success,
he is also known as one who has helped to secure things of material bene-
fit to the community and as a public official who has always merited the
confidence of his fellow citizens, as evidenced in his quarter of a century
of incumbency in the office of justice of the peace.

Edwin J. Farr was born in 1849, at Corinth, Orange County, Ver-
mont, a son of Amos and Sally (Taplin) Farr, natives of the Green
Mountain State. His father was a carpenter by trade, and followed that
vocation throughout the period of his active career. He was ia member
of the Masonic fraternity and of the Unitarian Church, and in politics
was a whig until the formation of the republican party, after which he
gave his vote to the latter organization. Born in 1811, he had reached
the advanced age of ninety-one years, lacking eleven days, when he
passed away in 1902. Mrs. Farr's people had resided in New England
for many years, where the family was principally engaged in the pursuits
of agriculture.

Edwin J. Farr was about seven years of age when he came with his
parents to Wisconsin, arriving at Prairie du Sac July 1, 1856. At that
time the town covered about half a mile square, and, approximately,
there were sixty houses and five barns, with one schoolhouse and one
church. While growing to sturdy young manhood Mr. Farr attended the
first school, and when ready to ,enter upon his own career chose the hard-
ware business as the medium through which to work out his success. He
was twenty-two years of age when he embarked in this venture, conduct-
ing a store for four years with a moderate measure of success, and then
disposing of his interests to turn his attention to the pdultry business with
his father and in connection with his uncle, J. F. Lamson, of Boston,
Mr. Farr bought the poultry in the surrounding country and shipped
it to Boston, and while during his first year he secured less than a ton
all winter, during the latter part of his experience in this business he
shipped his product in carload lots. When he embarked in this line
poultry was worth about eight or nine cents per pound, with ten cents
for turkeys; it is interesting to compare these prices with the ones of
today. After fifteen years spent in this field of endeavor Mr. Farr trans-
ferred, his energies to participation in the implement business, which at
that time offered a much broader and more remunerative field than at
the present. He remained identified therewith for something like six
years, and then disposed of his holdings and became connected with the
creamery business, one of the first ones opened in the village and owned
by Biekford & Lampson. His identification with the creamery covered
a period of five years, and at the end of that time he bought out the
hardware business of J. A. Moore, which he carried on successfully for
five years and then sold to Stoddard & Fay. At that time Mr. Farr took
up the fire and life insurance business, with which he has been connected
more or less actively to this time.
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Mr. Farr has been connected with the official life of Prairie du Sac
for many years and in a number of capacities. For twenty-five years he
has served 'as justice of the peace, and during this time has been the
means of satisfactorily adjusting countless disputes and controversies,
many of which have come to a conclusion even before they reached the
court. His first case was tried before him September 21, 1892. Judge
Farr has also been president of the village seven times, giving its citizens
a good and clean administration each term, and has been on the board
of trustees several times. He has shown himself one of the most useful
and energetic workers in the cause of securing local improvements, and
was a member of the board at the time the first cement sidewalks were
laid in the city, an improvement which necessitated a hard fight to land.
He has been a steadfast republican from the outset of his voting career,
and in religious matters is a Universalist. Fraternally he belongs to the
Masons, having held the office of worshipful master in the lodge at
Prairie du Sac for eight years; and is a member of the Woodmen, the
Royal Neighbors. and the Eastern Star.

Judge Farr was married January 10, 1872, to Emma L. Dodd, daugh-
ter of Garrous and Emeline (Baldwin) Dodd, natives of New Jersey.
Her father was engaged in farming until twelve years prior to his
death, at which time he took up work as a toll-keeper. Mrs. Farr died
in February, 1916, leaving one daughter, Sarah Evelyn, who was born
in October, 1874. She was educated in the public schools, and in 1895
was married to A. E. Fey, by whom she had four children : Berenice,
Raymond, Alice and Winifred, who have enjoyed good educational
advantages at Prairie du Sac and Viola., and the last two of whom are
now going to school at Monroe. Mrs. Fey's first husband died, and she
married for her second husband Henry E. White, of Monroe, Wisconsin,
a cement contractor and well known business man of that place. They
are the parents of two children, Mary Emma and Henry Edwin.

WILLIAM H. ATON. A business career which has always been looked
upon as an important asset to the City of Baraboo is that of William H.
Aton. Mr. Aton is progressive, enterprising and industrious from youth
up and has developed one of the leading musical instrument houses in
Sauk County.

His family is of old American ancestry and dates back to early days
in Sank County, through Mr. Aton himself is a native of Michigan, in
which state he was born August 10, 1870. His parents were James
G. and Marietta (Spencer) Aton. James G. Aton was born in Pennsyl-
vania in 1844, and when a boy came to Sauk County, Wisconsin, with his
uncle, John Aton, who was one of the pioneer farmers. James G. Aton
grew up in this county, and developed and for many years operated a
fine farm on Sauk Prairie. In 1885 he moved into the City of Baraboo
and became identified with the sewing machine and organ business and
gradually concentrated all his attention on piano selling, which he con-
tinued until his death in 1900. His widow, who now lives in Sioux City,
Iowa., was born in New York State in 1846, a daughter of Thomas Hardy
and Nancy (Maynard) Spencer. Thomas H. Spencer was born at Say-
brook in Middlesex County, Conneeticut, in 1813, while his wife was born
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in Lennox, Madison County, New York, February 15, 1819. Three
Spencer brothers came from New England in the year 1640, one of them
settling at Saybrook, Connecticut. Thus this branch of the family history
goes back for nearly three centuries in America. Marietta Aton's great-
grandfather, Samuel Spencer, was a faithful soldier in the Revolutionary-
war. Thomas H. Spencer was married at Brownsville in Jefferson
County, New York, in 1841 and in 1849 came to Waukesha County, Wis-
consin, and soon afterwards to Baraboo Township, where he located on
a farm. His wife died there in 1887 and he died in Baraboo in 1900.
He was a republican and he and his wife were both Methodists, and they
reared a family of eleven children, eight of whom are still living, as.
follows: Charles, who was a soldier in the Civil war; Julia, deceased;
Mrs. Marietta Aton; Louisa, deceased; Jane; Laura; Cynthia; Martha;
John and Milton, twins, the former deceased; and Mary.

James G. Aton and wife were married in Sauk County August 23,.
1868. They had four children: William H.; Belle, wife of George
Munderloh, of Chicago; Robert, of Sauk Prairie; and Lewis, of Sioux:
City, Iowa. The father of these children was a republican in politics,
and both parents were members of the Methodist Church.

William H. Aton grew up on a farm in Sauk County, attended the
public schools, and in 1885, at the age of fifteen, came to Baraboo, and
after a course in the. high school, engaged in business with his father
under the firm name of James G. Aton & Son. When his father died
he continued the business and in 1911 organized the W. H. Aton Piano
Company, which continued very successfully for five years. Since then
Mr. Aton has associated himself with the Marquette Piano Company of
Chicago. He has offices and salesrooms at 1118 Oak. Street.

Mr. Aton is a republican, land is affiliated with Baraboo, Lodge No. 34,
Ancient Free and Accepted M asons; Baraboo Chapter No. 49, Royal
Arch M:asons; Baraboo Commandery No. 28, Knights Templar; and
with the Knights of Pythias and the Modern Woodmen of America.

He has been happily married for many years. He was married
February 19, 1891, to Martha O. Bishop. Mrs. Aton was born near
Reedsburg in Sauk County January 8, 1871, a daughter of Thomas
Keyes and Catherine (Vernoy) Bishop, both of whom were natives of
New York. Her father settled on a farm west of Reedsburg, Wisconsin,
about 1854 and lived there until his death in 1878. His widow spent
her last years with Mr. and Mrs. Aton and died at their home in May,
1916, at the age of eighty-four. The children in the Bishop family were
fivein number: James, of Reedsburg; Naomi; Helen; Effie, deceased;
and Martha 0. Mr. and Mrs. Aton have four children: Elsie, after-
completing her education in the local grammar and high schools married
Hallet Wickus, who died in May, 1916, leaving a son and daughter, James
William and Elsie Elizabeth; Catherine C., who has finished her high
school course at Baraboo; and James Keyes and Elizabeth Ross.

AUGUST PLATT. Prominent among the business men of the leading
cities of Sauk County are found many who had their earliest training
on the farm, and whose agricultural experiences formed the foundation
upon which has been built the successful structure of their commercial
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operations. In this class is found August Platt, of Baraboo, who formore than two decades has been the proprietor of a thriving ice business,
but who prior to that time was a farmer of Sauk County. The characterof a town or community depends almost wholly upon the standing of
its business men, their degree of reliability, push, enterprise, integrityand fidelity to contracts and agreements being, in most instances, a meas-ure of the prosperity of the town. It is generally found that the menwho have had their upbringing among agricultural surroundings form aclass of men who do their community proud, and in having a number ofsuch men included in its business class Baraboo is decidedly fortunate.

August Platt was born in Baraboo Township, Sauk County, Wis-
consin, March 5, 1864, being a son of Henry and Catherine (Bender)Platt, natives of Germany. The grandfather of Mr. Platt, AndrewPlatt, after losing his wife by death in Germany, immigrated to theUnited States in 1849 and settled in Baraboo Township, where he con-tinued to be engaged in agricultural pursuits until his death, which
occurred about 1871. While he was past the age of military service,he fought for the land of his adoption during the Civil war, and always
showed himself a good and public-spirited citizen. He was the father ofthe following children: Jacob, who died while wearing the Union blueduring the Civil war; Conrad, who also met a soldier's death during
that struggle; George, who met an accidental death in California, being
killed while operating a threshing machine; Louis, who died at Baraboo;
Andrew, who was killed in a runaway accident; and Henry.

Henry Platt was still a youth when brought by his father to theUnited States, and his education was secured in the primitive schools
of his day and locality, while he was reared amid agricultural sur-roundings and to the hard work of the farm. He grew to manhood onthe home place, in the ownership of which he succeeded his father, andcontinued to be a farmer throughout his life and one of his community's
highly-respected citizens. He was a republican and he and Mrs. Plattbelonged to the Lutheran Church, in the faith of which she died in1895 and he March 18, 1915, aged eighty-one years, ten months andeleven days. They were the parents of nine children, namely: Lena,George, August, Charley, Emil, Minnie, Mary, Ida and Adolph. All the
children are still living.

August Platt was reared on the home farm in Baraboo Township andeducated in the public schools. As before noted, his earlier years were
passed on the farm, he continuing as an agriculturist until 1891, in which
year he came to Baraboo and established himself in the ice business, anenterprise in which he has been very successful. While he gives the
greater part. of his attention to the business which he has so laboriously
and painstakingly built up from small proportions to an important com-
mercial asset of the city, he has been variously interested in other direc-
tions and is a well known figure in business circles of the city, where
he bears an excellent reputation for fair dealing and honorable conduct.
Politically a republican,' he served two years as alderman from the
second ward. With his family he belongs to the German Methodist
Church.

Mr. Platt was married December 31, 1889, to Miss Augusta Link,
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who was born at Prairie du Sac, Wisconsin, March 12, 1865, a daughter
of John C. and Fredericka (Wedewart) Link, natives of Germany. Mr.
Link was eighteen years of age when he located in Sauk County, while
Mrs. Link came here when a girl of twelve, and here they met and mar-
ried. In 1874 they went to Juneau County, Wisconsin, but in 1879
returned to Sauk County and located at Baraboo. Here Mr. Link died
in his seventy-ninth year, December 25, 1914, Mrs. Link having passed

away in 1898, when fifty-seven years of age. They were the parents of
the following children, all of whom are still living: Augusta, John,
William, Lena, Frank and Charley. Mrs. Platt was given good educa-
tional advantages, attending the Prairie du Sac public schools and the

Baraboo High School, and for several years prior to her marriage was

one of the popular teachers of Sauk County. She and Mr. Platt have
had the following children: Lydia, a graduate, of the Baraboo High
School and now the wife of Paul Bittrich, of Freedom Township; Alfie,
who died at the age of three years; Fern, a graduate of the Barabpo
High school; Harold, alto educated in that institution; Viva, who is a

student in the eighth grade; and Cecil, who is in the second year of high
school.

NATHANIEL DARROW, now a retired citizen of Reedsburg, was county

surveyor for many years. His father, Henry A. Darrow, settled with

the family (Nathaniel was then ten years old) in Winfield Township
during the year 1851. He improved his property, became locally promi-
nent and named the township after it was organized in honor of Winfield

Scott. He died on the old homestead in 1887, and in 1902 his son,
Nathaniel, sold it and retired to Reedsburg.

LEONARD C. ROSER. The growth of intelligence and sound optimism

has advanced farming to a combination of science and vocation, the

profound possibilities of which can be but imperfectly mastered by one

man during his comparatively brief span of years. With his faith pinned

to the soil, and with delight and reward using its stored fertility for the

most enlightened needs of' civilization, man has brought agriculture

to a stage of usefulness unequaled in any other walk of life. To such

must come the greatest material satisfaction also, as witnessed in all

prosperous farming communities, of which Sauk County is a good ex-

ample. Since the early history of this part of the state certain families
have been connected with its continuous advancement, lending color

and enthusiasm and splendid purpose to its unfolding prosperity. Of

these one of the best and most favorably known is that which is rep-

resented by Leonard C. Roser, a resident of Sauk County for sixty-

two years, and now living in Baraboo Township, where he still pursues

the vocations of farmer and stock raiser.
Mr. Roser was born in Germany, May 10, 1849, a son of Christian

and Louise (Welcher) Roser, both of whom were natives of that country.
There they were educated, reared and married, and there several of

their children were born, the family living on a small farm which the

father cultivated with only medium success. Like many others of his

countrymen, he became convinced that in his native land he could only
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hope for a life of hard Work, without much chance of the attainment of
success, and finally decided to risk his capital in a trip to America in
.an endeavor to find prosperity. Accordingly, in 1855, he brought his
family to this country and settled in Sauk County, investing his re-
maining means in forty acres of land in Freedom Township. The first
several years of his residence here were very hard ones, as he was un-
familiar with the customs of this country, the methods used in agricul-
ture, or even the language, but he was persevering and thrifty, economical
and industrious, and as he saw his prospects brightening visibly before
him he was stimulated to renewed effort that eventually brought suc-
cess. Mr. Roser spent ten years on his original farm in Freedom
Township, but in 1865 disposed of that land and moved to Baraboo
Township, where he purchased eighty acres. This he cultivated and
improved, established a more comfortable home for himself and family,
and by adding to his acreage eventually became the proprietor of a
valuable and handsome country estate. There he passed the remaining
years of his life and died in 1884, at the age of eighty-two years. Mrs.
Roser, who was born June 16, 1821, survived until September, 1903,
being also eighty-two years old at the time of her demise. They were
faithful members of the Methodist Episcopal Church, and Mr. Roser
was a republican. While he took no active part in public or political
life, he was a man of influence in his community, and his sober judgment
and intelligent views were frequently relied upon in movements of im-
portance affecting the welfare of the community. By his first marriage,
to a wife who died in Germany, he had three children: Christian and
Gottlieb, who are deceased; and Henry, who is now a resident of Bara-
boo. Five children were born to him and his second wife: Frederick,
Leonard C., John, Louisa and Samuel, the last named of whom is now
deceased.

Leonard C. Roser was a lad of six years when he accompanied his
parents on the long and perilous journey across the Atlantic and the
subsequent trip across this country to Wisconsin, and his boyhood expe-
riences included all of the hard work and harder play incident to life
in a new farming community. He found his education in the country
schools of Freedom Township, but his career as a farmer, for which
vocation he had been carefully trained, began in Baraboo Township,
where his entire career has been passed since 1865. At the present time
he is the owner of the old homestead, a tract of eighty acres, which
boasts numerous modern improvements and a. set of substantial and
attractive buildings, and in addition to carrying on general farming
operations, he is also a skilled and successful breeder of Aberdeen-Angus
cattle. For several years he was a stockholder in the Sumpter Creamery
Company. Politically he is a republican and has taken an active inter-
est and participation in the work and government of the community.
For a long term of years he served in the capacity of supervisor of
Baraboo Township, was a member and clerk of the school board for a
long period, and is now a member of the board of school directors. With
his family he belongs to the Methodist Episcopal Church.

On November 20, 1890, Mr. Roser was married to Miss Lucetta
Arnold, who was born near her present home in Baraboo Township
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March 29, 1864, a daughter of John and Elizabeth (Brenner) Arnold,
natives of Germany. As young people they came to the United States
and were married in New York, from whence they came to Sank County,
where they took up Government land in Baraboo Township, later buying
forty acres, which they cleared and improved. Mr. Arnold, was a
republican, and he and Mrs.. Arnold belonged to the Lutheran Church.
He was born in 1824 and died in November, 1908, and she was born in
1832 and died in November, 1897. They had four children: George,
Adam, John, deceased, and Mrs. Roser. Mr. and Mrs. Roser are the
parents of two children: Bernice, born November 19, 1891, a graduate
of the Baraboo High School, who taught one year in Sauk County and

, one year in North Dakota, and is now the wife of Walter Rodewald;
and Howard, born August 18, 1899, who was educated in the public
schools and is now engaged in assisting his father in the work of the
home farm.

HENRY KOENIG was one of the liberal minded and progressive busi-
ness men and industrial factors in Sauk County for many years. By
trade he was a millwright, an expert in mill construction and other lines
as well, and spent the best years of his life as an owner and operator of
flour and saw mills.

He was born in Germany and came to Sauk County at the age of
thirty-two. He was first identified with the lumber business, running
a sawmill. From that he got into the flour and feed mill business and
for twenty years was the leading miller at Leland. He sold out there in
1882, and for fifteen years lived at, Sauk City, and from there bought
the Lodde Mills, now owned and operated by his widow. He and Mr.
Pagel conducted a sawmill at Leland for ten years and then converted
it into a flour and feed mill. Mr. Henry Koenig died in 1907, and besides
the substantial fortune he left he also left an honored name in business
and civic affairs. For twenty years he served as school clerk at Leland
and was a member of the village board at Sauk City. Politically he was
a republican.

Mrs. Henry Koenig is a daughter of Martin and Christiana (Zeh)
Lodde. Her parents were both born in Germany and, coming to America,
locating in Milwaukee in 1850, where they were married. The father
was nineteen and the mother was thirteen years of age when they came to
America. Her father was born in 1824 an'd died in 1903, and her
mother was born in 1836 and died in 1905. After a brief residence in
Milwaukee the parents removed to Sauk County and became residents
of Sauk City. Her father. was a millwright and built many mills in
this county and elsewhere in Wisconsin. In 1872 he bought the water
rights and constructed what was known as the Lodde Mills, now the
Sauk City Mills, which he operated until 1897, when he sold them to
Mr. Henry Koenig. After that he retired from business.

Mr. and Mrs. Martin Lodde had the following children: Henry,
who lives in Sauk County; George, a resident of Louisville, Kentucky;
Anna, Mrs. Dr. Von Hiddessen, who died at Sauk City in December,
1916; Mary, wife of Walter Taylor, living at West Allis, Wisconsin;
Christina, Mrs. Henry Koenig; Katie, unmarried and living at Sauk
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City; Miss Millie, living at West Allis; and August, who died at the age
of four years.

Mr. and Mrs. Henry Koenig were married in Sauk City in 1893.
Mrs. Koenig is the mother of four sons: Ernest, twenty-two years old,
who is unmarried and is manager of the Bank City Rolling Mills for his
mother; Henry, nineteen years of age, who conducts the home farm
and is also in the mill and is living with his mother; Herbert, seventeen
years old, a student in the University of Wisconsin in the civil engineer-
ing course; and Gerhard, thirteen years old and. attending township
school.

JULIUS HOPPE. The qualities of energy, adaptability, perseverance
and integrity have combined in the character of Julius Hoppe in such
a manner as to ensure him success in business life and to give him
standing among his fellow citizens. He has been a resident of Baraboo
for thirty-three years, a period in which has occurred the greatest
growth and development of the city, and in this time he has built up
the leading merchant tailoring and clothing business here, while at the
same time doing his part to aid the city's progress.

Mr. Hoppe was born in Germany, November 11, 1851, being a son of
Carl and Wilhelmina (Cline) Hoppe. His father passed his entire life
in the country of his birth, dying when his son Julius was but four
years of age, but the mother survived for many years, and in the evening
of life came to the United States and settled at Chicago, where her death
occurred in 1905. Julius Hoppe, as noted, was but a small lad when
he lost his father by death and his education was only the ordinary one
obtainable in the public schools. He had hardly left boyhood behind
when he assumed man's responsibilities, becoming apprenticed to the
trade of tailor, a vocation which he thoroughly mastered. For some
years he worked at that occupation as a journeyman in Germany, but
in 1872, at the time he attained his majority, crossed the Atlantic to
seek his fortune in America, believing that in this country he could find
more and greater opportunities to satisfy his ambitions than in the
fatherland. His first location was in Chicago, where he spent some
hard years while learning the manners, customs, language and business
methods of this land, but through perseverance and industry he won
through to success. He established his own shops for manufacturing
clothing. By the year 1884 he had decided to find a smaller town, where
he could establish himself in a retail clothing business. In the meantime
he had prepared himself thoroughly and was the possessor of some small
capital, saved through frugality and hard work. Accordingly, in look-
ing about for a location, he saw an opportunity in the growing city of
Baraboo, and, coming to this place, established himself in business as the
proprietor of a clothing store and as a merchant tailor. Since locating
here he has moved but once. His present location he has occupied for
the past twenty-four years. He has always maintained the same policy,
that of fair dealing and honest treatment. His present. place, at No.
518 Oak Street, is a commodious store, with a large display of up-to-date
goods, and is the center of a most representative and lucrative trade.
It is the leading establishment of its kind at Baraboo and deserves to
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be, as a reward for Mr. Hoppe's years of faithful work and undeviating
integrity. His handsome residence is located at No. 739 Fifth Street.
Mr. Hoppe has a numer of other business connections and is a director
of the First National Bank. Fraternally he is connected with Baraboo
Lodge No. 34, Free and Accepted Masons; Baraboo Chapter, Royal
Arch Masons; and Baraboo Commandery, Knights Templar. With his
family he belongs to the German Lutheran Church.

Mr. Hoppe was married in 1875 to Miss Augusta Schroeder, who
was born in Germany, June 12, 1857, a daughter of Daniel and Henrietta
(DeBall) Schroeder. Mrs. Schroeder died in her native land in 1860,
and in 1869 Mr. Schroeder came to the United States, settling at Chi-
cago, where his death occurred in 1892. Six children have been born to
Mr. and Mrs. Hoppe: Anna and Julius, both deceased; Henrietta, born
at Chicago in 1880, and now the wife of Raymond McCoy, who, with
Peter Lind, assist Mr. Hoppe in the clothing store, Mr. and Mrs. McCoy
being the parents of two children, Roger and Kathleen; Wilhelmina,
born at Chicago in 1883, is the wife of Peter Lind and has three chil-
dren, Genevieve, Audrey and Elizabeth Jane; Julia, born at Baraboo
April 13, 1888, and a graduate of Baraboo High School and of Beloit
College, is now a teacher in the public schools; and Emma, born at
Baraboo July 29, 1893, is graduate of the Baraboo High School, and
now the wife of Henry L. Block, an engineer on the North Western Rail-
road. They had one child, Henry Julius, born November 29, 1916, who
died in infancy.

HERMAN SCHUBRING. There are a few of the pioneers of'fifty years
back still remaining in Sauk County but marny have passed out of life.
Some left behind them, together with an honorable name, material proof
of their industry and good management during life in the shape of
extensive farms that they literally had carved out of the wilderness.
When such people as the Schubrings and the Kruegers first settled in
the county there was great need of such men as they, men of industry,
resourcefulness and perseverance, and the county in general profited
bytheir example. One of the finest farms in Greenfield Township be-
longs to Herman Schubring, who is a worthy representative of a sturdy
old pioneer family.

Herman Schubring was born in Merrimac Township, Sauk County,
Wisconsin, March 16, 1871. His parents were August Herman and
Minnie (Krueger) Sehubring. The father was born in Germany, Septem-
ber 17, 1836, and there his father died. In 1859 he came to the United
States and to Sauk County, Wisconsin, with his mother, Mrs. Sophia
Schubring, who died in Merrimac Township, Sauk County. August
Herman Schubring was married in 1863 to Minnie Krueger, who was
born in Germany September 17, 1842. She was eleven years old when
she accompanied her parents, William and Augusta Krueger, to Merri-
mac Township, Sauk County, and there her mother died in 1857 and
her father many years later. William Krueger lived for one year at
Chicago and then went to Chippewa Falls, Wisconsin, where he was in
the business of tanning hides and traded with the Indians for furs.
These he manufactured into mittens. After he settled on a farm in
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Merrimac Township, Sauk County, Mr. Krueger continued his fur busi-
ness and further developed it and made in addition to mittens hand-
some robes and fur coats. He was a man of a great deal of enterprise.

August Herman Schubring served for six months during the Civil
war as a member of the Forty-fifth Wisconsin Volunteer Infantry, but
the rest of his life was spent as a farmer. When he came to Greenfield
Township he bought eighty acres of wild land and immediately began
to clear it off, no light task in those days, as it was done without the
help of machinery that would be available today. 'Later he bought a

tract of 160 acres, to which he subsequently added another eighty acres
and still later an additional eighty, aggregating 400 acres by that time.
During his lifetime the greater part of this land was cleared and he put
up substantial buildings. His death occurred on the farm owned by
his son Herman in 1912. He was a fine man and was universally re-
speeted. His children were: Minnie and Amelia, both of whom died
in infancy; Frances, who married Peter Kramer, and they have had

four children, Irvin, Oscar, Dora and an infant deceased; Herman;
and Fred William, who is a farmer in Greenfield Township.

Herman Schubring obtained his education in the public schools and

ever since has been engaged in farming and stockraising on the land
once owned by his father, 240 acres of which is now his own. This land

is well adapted both for cropping and stockraising, and in both indus-
tries Mr. Schubring has proved himself very capable. He has always
taken a good citizen's interest in public fnatters because that is right

and sensible, but he has not desired public office and has never united

with either of the great political parties. He is a man of intelligence,
and when he casts his vote it is for a candidate that has proved accept-
able in his own judgment. Like all other members of his family, he
belongs to the Lutheran Church.

Louis ULRICH has spent his life since childhood in Sauk County,

and owns one of 'the many excellent farms found in Freedomn Township.
While he never attended a scientific school of agriculture, he has made

a thorough study of agricultural methods and in a successful practical
fashion has adapted himself to the environment and has made every
year's results a lesson for the next following.

Mr. Ulrich is a native of Germany, where he was born, August 23,

1877, a son of Rheinholt and Augusta Ulrich. Six years after his birth,

in 1883, the family crossed the ocean and settled in Sauk County, at first

at Ableman, then lived four years at North Freedom, and then on a farm

in Freedom Township. The father subsequently sold that place and is

now living retired in North Freedom. He came to Sauk County with
practically nothing, and by industry and good judgment has come to be

rated as one of the well-to-do citizens. He and his wife had six children:
Louis, Richard, Frank, William, Meta and Ella. All are living except
Frank.

Louis Ulrich grew up on his father's farm in Freedom Township
and secured his education in the local schools. In 1900 he bought a

hundred and sixty acres in Freedom Township, and for the past seven-

teen years that has been the scene of his progressive enterprise as an
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agriculturist. He has made many improvements, including the erection
of a fine barn, 32 by 60 feet. He combines the raising of crops with live-
stock and with a man of his substantial character every year leaves
something to his profit and advancement. He is a republican and a
member of the Lutheran Church at North Freedom.

Mr. Ulrich married April 5, 1900, Miss Mary Voss. She was born
at North Freedom October 20, 1883, a daughter of Christ Voss, one of
the early settlers of Sauk County. Mr. and Mrs. Ulrich have four
children, Walter, Rheinhart, Arthur and Lawrence.

VALLOO V. MOORE has lived in Sauk County all his life, for over
sixty years, and is bound by many ties of loyalty to this section. His
father was one of the hieal founders of Baraboo as an industrial center,
and Mr. Moore has always endeavored to follow the worthy example of
his sire and assist in every undertaking that would increase Baraboo's
advantages as a residence and business center.

Mr. Moore was born a mile east of Devil's Lake in Sauk County,
September 23, 1855. His parents were Levi and Deborah (Stevens)
Moore. His father was born in New York State in 1807, while his mother
was a native of Indiana, where she was born in 1828.

Levi Moore left New York State in early life and went to Ohio.
He married there for his first wife a Miss Titus, and about 1838 he
came into the wilderness of Wisconsin Territory, first locating at Port-
age. His first wife died there, and only one child grew up, Erastus,
who lost his life while a Union soldier in the Civil war. Levi Moore
became one of the very first settlers of Sauk County. He came into that
vicinity in the early '40s. He and Abe Wood were long associated in
their varied enterprises. They established the dam and built the mill in
Baraboo on the present site of the McFetridge factory. That was about
1842. Levi Moore was engaged in the sawmilling business the greater
part of his active career. As early as 1850 he also became interested in
brick making and was associated' with Mr. Case in a brick yard near
Baraboo. About 1855 he built a mill on. Black River and gave it his
personal supervision for several years. On returning to Baraboo in
the fall of 1860 he reconstructed the dam above the McFetridge dam
and used the power for the operation of a lumber mill. About 1866 he
also started a brick yard, which he operated for some six years. He
and Mr. Griswold later operated a brick plant about two miles west
of Baraboo. Another business to which Levi Moore's attention and
capital were directed was the growing of cranberries when that was an
important industry of this section of Wisconsin. He acquired several
hundred acres of land notheast of Tomah, Wisconsin, and developed it
as a cranberry marsh.

Levi Moore was a true New Englander in his spirit of enterprise.
He was always working and always had his mind intent upon some
enterprise that meant more than his individual prosperity. While in
Ohio he had learned the ship carpenter's trade, and he built several
boats. He was also a sailor and became captain of his own vessel when
about nineteen years of age. During that period of his career he took
a cargo of lumber to Chicago. After selling it he found opportunity to
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make some good investments, but like many others he could not foresee
the destiny of the great metropolis of the West. He was also much
interested in early affairs in Sauk County and was one of the men
influential in securing the location of the court house at Baraboo.

The death of this honored old timer occurred at Baraboo November
17, 1899. For his second wife he married Deborah Stevens, who died
October 4, 1916. Her father, James Stevens, married a Miss Watts,
who died when Deborah was a small child. James Stevens afterwards
came to Sauk County, owned a farm and died there about 1865. Levi
Moore and his second wife" were married at Baraboo in the fall of
1847, and they lived together to celebrate their golden wedding anniver-
sary and then for two years longer. They were the parents of six chil-
dren: Jeanette, deceased; Eugene, who was drowned in the Baraboo
River at the age of four years; Margaret, now Mrs. Charles Williams;
Valloo V.; Carrie, wife of F. F. Slocum; and Edith, who died in 1893.
Levi Moore was a democrat in politics and he attended the Unitarian
Church.

Valloo V. Moore, who has never married, grew up in close associa-
tion with his father and the latter's varied interests and acquired his
education in the Baraboo public schools. When about twenty-two years
of age he left home and took up a homestead claim in Pipestone County,
Minnesota. He lived there and farmed for eleven years, but returned
to Baraboo, since his parents were getting old, and took a lively interest
in the various investments of his father. He also did some farming
near Baraboo and has wisely conserved his father's estate and has
turned it to excellent usage in the community. His father and Abe
Wood at one time owned 150 acres of land in what is now the City of
Baraboo, and Mr. Moore has cleared up part of this estate and developed
it for farming and other purposes. For the past eighteen years. his home
has been at 625 Second Avenue, not far from his father's old place. He
built the house in which he now lives. Mr. Moore is independent in
politics, and is a man of genial disposition with a host of friends and
admirers.

WILLIAM L. FRESE is one of the principal farmers and stockraisers
in Merrimack Township, and his home has been in this county through-
out his life. His parents were among the very early pioneers of Sauk
County.

Mr. Frese was born May 28, 1863, a son of George and Johannette
(Goette) Frese. Both parents were born in Waldeck, Germany, and
arrived in this country in October, 1850. They soon afterwards settled
in the Township of Sumpter or Kingston, as it was then known, and
here George Frese bought forty acres as the nucleus of his homestead
and subsequently acquired through the profits of his work and his farm-
ing enough to give him a farm of 140 acres. That old homestead George
Frese occupied as a place of residence from 1852 until his death in 1910.
He was born in 1824 and lived to be eighty-six years of age. His wife
died in November, 1875. George Frese was a carpenter by trade, having
learned that art in Germany, and he followed it until coming to Amer-
ica. While he was a practical farmer in Sauk County he also did car-
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pentry work at odd times and combined the two vocations until about
fifteen years before his death. He was a hard worker and continued
diligently at his business as long as he was able. He was also a man of
influence in the community, served as a member of the town board for
about eight years and also as treasurer of the school board for a long
time. He was a democrat and a member of the Lutheran Church.

He and his wife have five children, William L. being the youngest.
Christina is Mrs. Charles Graff, living in the village of Merrimack, and
they have three living children and one deceased. Bertha is a widow,
Mrs. Herman Roick, living at Prairie due Sac. She has no children.
George is a farmer at Nora Springs, Iowa, and is married and has five
children, named Fred, George, Ruby, Dora and Margaret, all single
except Fred. Ida is Mrs. John Hartwig, and they have four children,
Herbert, Lola, John and Cora, all of whom are unmarried and living
with their parents on a farm at Nora Springs, Iowa.

William L. Frese was married in 1896 to Ella Steuber, daughter of
John and Louisa (Schwartz) Steuber. They have two children: Louis,
born in 1899; and Mabel, born in 1903. Both are still at home and
Louis is attending the high school at Prairie du Sac, while Mabel is
still in the district school.

Mr. W. L. Frese grew up on a farm, learned' the vocation very thor-
oughly before he took it up as an independent occupation, and for the
past eight years has owned the old homestead of 120 acres in Merrimack
Township. It has responded to his. efforts as a practical farmer and
for three years he has given his entire time to its management. He
is also a member of the Farmers Mutual Fire Insurance Company. Mr.
Frese gets his profits as a general farmer, stockraiser and dairyman.
His family are all members of the M/ethodist Church and he is a demo-
crat in politics.

HERMAN SCHLAG. Among the retired agriculturists of Sauk County,
one who has won success and independence through his own industry
is Herman Schlag, now a resident of the thriving little city of Prairie
du Sac. Mr. Schlag has 'passed his entire life within the limits of the
county where he now lives. Here he was educated, here he received
his training as a farmer, and here he prosecuted his labors to such good
effect that he is able to pass his declining years in quiet and comfort,
secure in the knowledge of a life well spent and of a respected name in
the community.

Mr. Schlag was born on his father's farm in the Township of Sump-
ter, Sank County, Wisconsin, in 1852, being a son of John G. and Wil-
helmina (Stiedtman) Schlag. His parents were born in Germany, and
in the year 1844 left their land for the United States, making a long and
perilous voyage across the Atlantic in a frail sailing vessel. Arrived
in this country, they made their way to Milwaukee, from whence they
came by wagon to what is now the town of Sauk City, then a little settle-
ment of but a few houses. In that community they remained while the
father completed negotiations for the purchase of government land on
Otto Creek, in Sauk County, to which they soon removed. Several years
later they went to Sumpter Township and again took up land from the
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government, and there continued to be engaged in agricultural oper-
ations until 1870. In that year they took up their residence at Baraboo,.
where John G. Schlag died in 1895, the mother surviving until 1900.
Mr. Schlag was a republican, although not a politician, and he and Mrs.
Schlag belonged to the Lutheran Church. They had six sons and three
daughters, of whom two daughters are living in Baraboo and one is
deceased, while two sons are deceased, and Herman, Paul and Alexander
survive.

Herman Schlag was given his educational training in the country
schools of Sauk County, and was reared to the vocation of farming,
which he made his occupation throughout the active period of his
career. He remained with his parents until he was twenty-five years
of age, at which time he was married, started housekeeping and com-
menced operations on his own account. He proved a good and indus-
trious tiller of the soil, used modern methods in his work, and brought
his land to a high state of development, so that in later years he was:
able to retire from active labor and since that time has been living in
quiet retirement at Prairie du Sac. In 1877 Mr. Schlag was married
to Miss Dell Elizabeth Vandemark, who was born in 1857 in Freedom
Township, Sauk County, a daughter of Peter and Rebecca (Odell)
Vandemark. Her parents came from New York to Wisconsin in 1854
and settled in the Township of Freedom, but later moved to the Town of
Baraboo, and lived there until 1878, when they went to Minnesota.
There, in Big Stone County, Mr. Vandemark carried on farming until
his death in 1895. Mrs. Vandemark met her death during a cyclone
which struck her home near Clinton, Minnesota, in 1908. There were
the following children in the family: Erwin and Ella, of Minnesota;
Dell Elizabeth, now Mrs. Schlag; Myra, of Minnesota; Kate and Marie,
deceased; and Will, of Minnesota.

Mr. and .Mrs. Schlag have three children: Wilhelmina is the wife
of Robert Aton. Dr. Rex Alexander, who graduated from Baraboo
High School, attended Rush Medical College, Chicago, for three years,
completed his medical preparation at Denver, Colorado, where he re-
mained for two years, commenced practice at Monroe, Iowa, and there
continued about four years, and in 1909 opened an office at Prairie du
Sac, where he has since had a large and constantly increasing practice.
·He married Louise Swanson, of Cambridge, Nebraska, and has one son,
ten years of age. R. H. Schlag graduated from the Baraboo High
School and for five years has been a railway mail clerk running out of..
the offices at Chicago. He is now in the marine service for the Govern-
ment.

Mr. Schlag is a republican, and while he has not sought preferment
in his community in the way of public office, has always taken a prom-
inent part in movements for local improvements and the general wel-
fare of his town and county. He fraternizes with the local lodge of.
the Modern Woodmen of America and has numerous friends and well
wishers in the community.

MORTIMER HOOVER has lived in Sauk County most of his life and has:
witnessed the development of this region from a wilderness to a county]
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of some of the finest farms and some of the most prosperous communities
in the State of Wisconsin. He has borne his own share-in that develop-
ment and for many years was an active farmer and is now living retired
at Baraboo.

Mr. Hoover was born in Sumpter Township of Sauk County May
16, 1847, a son of John and Arletta (Releford) Hoover. His father
was a native of Ohio. The parents came to Sauk County when Wiscon-
sin was still a territory and acquired a tract of Government land 200
acres in extent in this county. A log house was the first home of the
Hoovers, and John Hoover went ahead improving and clearing his land
and lived there the rest of his days. His first wife died in 1847, her
four children being named Hulda, Marion, Almira and Mortimer. For
his second wife John Hoover married Rosalind Jackson, of Sauk County,
and by that marriage there were seven children: Rogene and Josephine,
both deceased; Gertrude; Ida, deceased; May; Sigel; and Eva. John
Hoover was a republican from the organization of that party. He was
a good, hard working citizen and at one time served as overseer of the
West Sauk Road. A Methodist, he assisted in building the church of
that denomination in Sumpter Township.

Mortimer Hoover grew up on the old homestead and lived there until
he was fifteen years of age. He attended the public schools and he gave
up the comforts of home life and the advantages of school to carry out
his ardent desire to become a soldier.

Though only sixteen years of age at the time, he enlisted in 1863 in
Company E of the Forty-first Wisconsin Infantry. He served the
hundred day period for which he enlisted and then re-enlisted in Com-
pany G of the Forty-seventh Wisconsin Volunteer Infantry and was
with that organization through all its campaigns until the close of the
war.

Having thus fulfilled his duties to the nation in time of her need, he
returned home and began working on a farm. He had to make his own
way in the world, and it was through hard work that he earned his
financial independence. He finally bought a farm of eighty-five acres in
Sumpter Township, improved it with good buildings, and the farm is
still in the family. Afterwards he bought a place of eighty acres at
Kings Corners, in Sumpter Township, which is also still in the family.
On the second farm he lived and prospered for many years until 1903,
when he came into Baraboo and bought his home on the south side, on
Second Avenue. He now enjoys the comforts of a substantial brick
house and has all that a man of his quiet and simple tastes could
desire for a happy old age. He sold his farm to his son Roy.

Mr. Hoover is a republican but has never sought any official distine-
tion. He is a member of the Grand Army of the Republic and of the
Guardians of Liberty. February 12, 1871, he married Miss Sarah J.
Francis. Mrs. Hoover was born in Bennington, Wyoming County, New
York, April 26, 1853, daughter of Charles and Cynthia (Hemstreet)
Francis, who camie toi Wisconsin in 1862, firsit locating in Dodge
County, and in 1865 moving to Sumpter Township in Sauk County.
Her father bought a farm at Kings Corners and that farm was sub-
sequently acquired by Mr. Hoover and 'is now owned by Roy Hoover.
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Charles Francis and wife spent their last years on the old homestead.
They had five children: Zina, John, Oscar, Sarah and Elmer, all of
whom are deceased except Mrs. Hoover.

Mr. and Mrs. Hoover now enjoy the solace of both children and
grandchildren. Their oldest child is Blanche, wife of George Weiden-
kopf, of Baraboo, and their two children are named Vane and Arlene.
Royden J., the second child and only son, has the old homestead farm,
and by his marriage to Myrtle Kellogg has a daughter, Lucile, now a
student in the Baraboo High School. Maud, the third child, is the wife
of Archie Cook, a farmer of Greenfield Township.

ALBERT KOERTH. A fine family are the Koerths of Sauk County,
and they have lived here for almost a half century. They have been
agriculturists in the main and through their excellent farming-methods
and careful stock selection have become some of the most substantial
people of the county and have added to its agricultural wealth in no
small degree. Albert Koerth, one of the younger generation of farmers,
and who has recently purchased his father's fine homestead in Green-
field Township, was born on this place July 16, 1886. His parents are
Louis and Annie (Putz) Koerth.

Louis Koerth was born in Germany, September 1, 1843, a son of
Michael and Wilhelmina Koerth, who immigrated to the United States
and settled first in Waukesha County, Wisconsin, and in 1870 came to
Sauk County. They both died on the farm of their son Louis in Green-
field Township, the father in 1888 and the mother in 1889. They had
two children, a son and daughter, Louis and Amelia, the latter being the
wife of William Putz, who is a farmer in Greenfield Township. Louis
Koerth attended the public schools in Germany until old enough to enter.
the army, in which he served the number, of years required by law.
His desire was to become a farmer, and thus he was led to come to
America, where farm land could be secured for a moderate price. In
1868 he reached Waukesha County, Wisconsin, and from there in 1870
he came to Sauk County and bought the farm which became the family
home and which is now the property of his youngest son. For forty-
seven years Mr. Koerth has successfully carried on his agricultural
operations in Greenfield Township, in the meanwhile making excellent
improvements on his property. Mr. Koerth is one of the township's most
respected citizens, a man of upright character and good intention. He
is one of the leading members of the Lutheran Church, in which faith
his family has been reared. In politics he is a republican.

Louis Koerth was married in 1869, in Waukesha County, Wisconsin,
to Miss Annie Putz, who was born in Germany in 1844. Her mother
died in Germany but her father, Christ Putz, came to the United States
and to Wisconsin, and after coming to Sauk County lived with his son,
Michael Putz, until his death. Ten children were born to Louis Koerth
and wife, as follows: Emma, Minnie, Otto, Edward, Hulda, Matilda,
Rose, Lena, Albert and Hannah.

Albert Koerth attended the public schools through boyhood and had
excellent training for his life business under his father. He assisted
on the homestead and has always lived here and in 1917.purchased the
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property from his father. He is a capable general farmer and gives
a great deal of attention to growing fine Shorthorn cattle, his herds
making an excellent showing in any stock exhibition. Interested in-
tensely in his farm enterprises, Mr. Koerth keeps abreast of the times in
relation to newly discovered methods on the farm, and makes use of
the best machinery that can be procured. His is a model modern farm
and his undertakings are proving very profitable.

Albert Koerth was married in 1908 to Miss Lena Neuman, who was
born in Greenfield Township, Sauk County, in 1884. Her parents, Carl
and Helena (Zuch) Neuman, came from Germany to Waukesha County
in 1869 and to Sauk County in 1871. The mother of Mrs. Koerth died
here in October, 1915, aged seventy-six years. She was a kind and
careful mother and a good neighbor. The father of Mrs. Koerth resides
in Greenfield Township and has reached his eighty-fourth year. His
children are: Minnie, Gustav, Amelia, Charles, John, Jacob and Lena.
Mr. and Mrs. Koerth have two children, a son and daughter, John and
Adeline. Mr. Koerth has no political ambition but is a good citizen and
ever ready to help in public movements.needful or beneficial in his
township, and casts his vote with the republican party. He and wife
are members of the Lutheran Church.

Louis SCHREIBER. The fine farms and general prosperity noted in
Sauk County proves that there are capable farmers in this section of
Wisconsin, and one of the representative ones of Greenfield Township
is found in Louis Schreiber, whose well improved farm of 109 acres is
situated here. He has been a farmer and stockraiser during all his
business life and the result of his experience is evident in his productive
fields and his healthy stock.

Louis Schreiber was born in Germany, June 10, 1845. His father
died in Germany, and his mother, Mrs. Mary Schreiber, married John
Kelinow and in 1873 they came to the United States and to Waukesha
County, Wisconsin, where he died three days later. After that the
mother of Louis Schreiber came to live with him and continued a-mem-
ber of his family until her death on September 22, 1899. Mr. Schreiber
attended scholol in his native land and was. a farmer there. On account
of better opportunities being offered in the United States in the way
of securing land and founding a home, he came to the United States and
in 1871 to Waukesha County, Wisconsin,. and from there in 1886 to
Sauk County. Here he decided to locate permanently and with this
end in view purchased 109 acres of land situated in Greenfield Town-
ship. This farm through his industry and efficient management has be-
come one of the best in the township and his improvements in the way
of substantial buildings have added still further to its value. He raises
a good grade of stock, which command high prices when marketed. His
cattle are kept in sanitary surroundings and he can sell all the milk and
cream his'cows produce to the Excelsior Cooper Creamery.

In Waukesha County Mr. Schreib,er was married on February 3,
1878, to Miss Anna Ludwig, who was born in Germany in 1859, and
their children have been as follows: William, August and Kate, both of
whom are deceased; Regina, Louis, Annie, Amanda, Amy, Minnie,
Esther and Lucy.
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The parents of Mrs. Schreiber were John and Mary Ludwig, who

were born in Germany and came to the United States and to Waukesha

County in 1872. The father was an industrious and successful farmer

and died in Waukesha County in 1889. The mother lived until March,

1906. Beside Mrs. Schreiber they had four children, namely: Christ,

who lives in Lyons, Wisconsin; Hannah, who is deceased, was the wife

of John Lange; Christina, who is deceased; and August, who is a farmer

in Burlington Township, Racine County. Mr. Schreiber was the only

child of his parents, but two children were born to his mother's second
marriage, John and Christ, both of whom are deceased.

Mr. Schreiber has given his children all the advantages in his power

and as a whole it is a family to be proud of. One son, Louis, is an

unusually intellectual young man and is widely known and has many

friends in different sections. He is a graduate of the University of Wis-

consin and was teaching school at Sun Prairie when the state militia, to

which he belongs, was sent to Texas. After completing his military'

duties there he returned to Wisconsin and then went to Arkansas and
taught school in that state. Evidently there is a future for him in the

educational field. In politics Mr. Schreiber is a republican. His parents

were Lutherans but he has united with the Evangelical Church since

coming to Sauk County. As a good farmer, kind and obliging neighbor

and honest and sturdy citizen, Mr. Schreiber is held in high regard in

Greenfield Township.

STEPHEN D. PERKINS. Now living retired at Prairie du Sac, Stephen

D. Perkins has had a very long and active career, and has known Sauk

County since boyhood for upwards of three score and ten years.
He is of New England birth and ancestry. He was born in the State

of New Hampshire, May 4, 1843, a son of Hiram and Elizabeth (Drawn)
Perkins. In the family were just two sons. At the age of five years

Stephen Perkins came to Wisconsin with his parents and grew to man-

hood in Sauk County. He attended the district and high schools there,

and on leaving school had a practical experience in a store at Prairie du

Sac. That experience gave him his start in life, and he subsequently

became a hotel proprietor at Berlin, Wisconsin. For six years he was

in the woolen mill business at Sioux Falls, South Dakota, and for a

time was in that industry with his brother, L. A. Perkins. He then

returned to Wisconsin and engaged in flour milling, but finally opened

and operated a hotel at Madison. His next location was at Mount

Vernon, Wisconsin, where for two years he handled a creamery and

also conducted a hotel. From Wisconsin he moved to Ashton, .Iowa,

where he combined the hotel and creamery business for about five years.

Mr. Perkins was for many years a recognized expert in the creamery

business and he spent a year installing creameries in various points in

the State of Minnesota. During that year he lived at Worthington.
Returning to Ashton, Iowa, and then to Wisconsin, he finally settled

at Prairie du Sac in 1908. For three years he conducted a hotel, and

since 1911 has lived retired except for the management of his private

affairs. He formerly owned the hotel at Prairie du Sac and had a num-

ber of other investments in the town.
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Mr. Perkins is affiliated with the Masonic Lodge at Prairie du Sac
and the Odd Fellows in the same city. Politically he is a democrat, but
has been more or less independent and a voter for the best man. His
family were long members of the Universalist Church and he belonged to
the same faith when young but later attended the Congregational.

Mr. Perkins started out for himself at the age of twenty-one and
married and gained a home of his own. His first wife was Addie
Haynes, daughter of Moody Haynes. To this marriage were born four
children: Lucy U., who lives in Oregon on a ranch; Merrell D., who
is manager of a lumber yard; William W., who conducts a wholesale
supply house at Seattle, Washington; and Nathaniel W., who is living
on a ranch in Oregon. The two older sons are married and also the
daughter Lucy. The mother of these children died in 1894. In 1897
Mr. Perkins married Mabel Randle, of Watertown, Wisconsin, daughter
of Silas E. Randle, formerly a prominent implement dealer at Water-

'town. Mrs. Perkins' mother was Martha Kein.

RICHARD METCALF. One of the well remembered citizens of Sauk
County, now gone to his reward, was the late Richard Metcalf, who rep-
resented a pioneer family here and for many years was identified with
the service of.the North Western Railroad Company.

Mr. Metcalf was born at Wappinger Falls in New York State August
26, 1847. His parents were Thomas and Mary (Warrener) Metcalf.
His father was born in Yorkshire, England, in 1821, and his mother at
Kilburn, England, in 1826. They were married in the old country and
on immigrating to America they arrived in New'York City April, 1847.
For a few years they lived in Dutchess County, New York, and while
there the son Richard was born only a few months after their arrival
in this country. In April, 1852, when Richard Metcalf was five years
of age, the family arrived in Excelsior Township of Sauk County, and
here the mother died in 1859. Thomas Metcalf, who lived to the year
1899, was a progressive farmer and developed'some land from a state
of wilderness. He was a republican and an active member of the
Methodist Episcopal Church. He and his wife had only two children
who reached maturity. The older was Richard and the daughter was
Alice.

Richard Metcalf grew up on his father's farm in Excelsior Town-
ship, was educated in the local schools, and finally left the farm to be-
come an employe of M. J. Drown in the latter's business at Baraboo.
From that he entered the service of the North Western Railway Com-
pany and by various promotions remained in the work until his death,
which occurred January 20, 1885. He had been for several years yard-
master at Baraboo.

Mr. Metcalf was a loyal democrat, and was an active and well-
thought-of member of Baraboo Lodge No. 34, Free ,and Accepted
Masons, Baraboo Chapter No. 49, Royal Arch Masons, and also belonged
to the Knights Templar Commandery. His wife and daughter Alice
are members of the Eastern Star.

Mr. Metcalf was married in 1867 to Miss Mary Elizabeth Britton.
Mrs. Metcalf, who is still living at Baraboo, was born in Providence,
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Rhode Island, December 5, 1849. She was brought to Sauk County
when a small child, was educated in Excelsior Township, and lived there
until her marriage to Mr. Metcalf. Of the three children born to Mr.
and Mrs. Metcalf only one is now living. Louis E., the only son, was
born in Excelsior Township in 1868, also entered the railroad service,
and for a number of years was a locomotive engineer with the North
Western and died in 1912. His widow, whose maiden name was Cora
Le May, is still living at Baraboo. They had four children, Doris,
Muriel, Lou and Richard. Mabel, the second child of Mrs. Metcalf, was
born in 1874, was graduated from the Baraboo High School, and taught
school in Dane and Sauk counties until her death on February 4, 1916.
Mary Alice, the only surviving child, was born in 1878, is a graduate of
the Baraboo High School and also attended the Whitewater Normal
School, and is now a teaeher in the second grade of the First Ward
School at Baraboo. She and her mother own and occupy a comfortable
home at 308 Lake Street.

Mrs. Metcalf is a daughter of Isaac and Elizabeth (Hudson) Britton,
the former a native of Bristol and the latter of Chorley, England. They
were married in England, and Mrs. Britton was born in the old country.
In 1847 Mr. and Mrs. Britton came to Rhode Island, and from there in
1854 moved to Sauk County, Wisconsin. Isaac Britton bought a farm
and by trade was a stationary engineer. For a time he operated the
engine for Colonel Ableman at Ableman, in this county, but in 1863 he
went to Colorado in a party guarding mule and ox teams, and spent
several years on the frontier. He finally returned to Baraboo and lived
in that city until his death in 1890. His wife, who is also deceased, was
the daughter of W. T. and Elizabeth (Brindle) Hudson, and they
deserve mention also as Sauk County pioneers. Both were born in
England and in 1847 came to Massachusetts, locating at Danvers, later
removed to Philadelphia, and from there to Sauk County in 1853. W. T.
Hudson died at Baraboo and his widow died. near Waterville in the State
of Washington. W. T. Hudson and wife had the following children:
Elizabeth; Alice, wife of Nelson Bowen; Hugh, who died near Water-
ville, Washington, and his widow, whose maiden name was Alice Kay,
and her children live near Hudson in the State of Washington.

Mrs. Metcalf was the oldest in a family of five children, the others
being named: William, Albert, Alfred, and Bell, the last named the
wife of Abner Carpenter, of Crandon, Wisconsin.

ARTHUR CHARLES HILLS. The Hills family has been identified with
Sauk County since pioneer times, over sixty years. They have con-
tributed their share of the heavy labor required for clearing away the
forest, grubbing out stumps, and putting the land into cultivation. Mr.
Arthur C. Hills is one of the oldest native sons of the county and for
many years has been industriously engaged in looking after a well
developed farm in the Township of Merrimack.

He was born in the year 1865 in West Merrimack Township, a son
of Charles A. and Elizabeth (Phillips) Hills. His father was born in
1830 in the southern part of England, while his mother was born in
Southern Wales in 1827. They came to New York State in 1854, were
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soon afterwards married and in 1855 came to Sauk County and located
in Merrimack Township, where their son Arthur C. was born the same
year. There were three other children, mentioned as follows: Eliza-
beth, Mrs. John Humphreys, living in Iowa County, Wisconsin; George
J., who is married and lives in Nebraska; and Alice, wife of Arthur
Chalfant, living in California.

On coming to Sauk County Charles A. Hills located in Merrimack
'Township and for nine years lived in the Village of Merrimack, where
the mother was employed in the old tavern owned by Walter P. Flanders,
while the father worked on Mr. Flanders' dairy farm. After three
years he rented a farm and finally moved from the Village of Merrimack
to the Farnsworth farm, four miles west. He was there one year and
in 1866 came to a part of the farm now owned and occupied by Arthur
C. Hills. Charles A. Hills died in 1880 and his widow is still living,
past the age of ninety.

Arthur C. Hills grew up and received his early schooling in Merri-
mack Township. He has never married and since 1883 has given his
time to the working of the old farm which his father bought in 1866.
His father first bought eighty acres and the son has since increased the
holdings until it now represents an estate of 240 acres, 180 acres of which
are under cultivation. Mr. Hills has cleared up and grubbed out forty
acres of this land by his own effort. He is successfully engaged in gen-
eral farming and stock raising, and has a great deal to show for his life
of well-directed enterprise. He lives with his widowed mother. In
the early days the Hills family did their farm work with oxen and with
the other limited facilities of the time. Mr. Hills and his mother are
active members of the Methodist Church and he has been superintendent
of the Sunday School of Merrimack for twenty years. His father was
a republican, while he himself votes the prohibition ticket.

JOHN J. HATZ. The name Hatz has always signified a great deal in
the Prairie du Sac locality of Sauk County. The family of that name
came as pioneers, when nearly all of Sauk County was a wilderness, and
by their industry and their integrity they not only made themselves
masters of a goodly quantity of land but also lived so as to command
the respect and esteem of every one who knew them. Mr. John J. Hatz
represents the second generation of the family and is now living retired
at Prairie du Sac.

His father, Jacob HIatz, was born in Switzerland in 1816 and came
as a pioneer to Wisconsin in 1844, four years before the territory be-
came a state. He at that time located in Sauk County, and he brought
with him his young wife. Her maiden name was Dorothy Accola, and
she was born in Switzerland in 1814. Their home for the first two years
was in Prairie du Sac Township, and then Jacob Hatz moved to the place
he had acquired from the Government in Sumpter Township. Jacob
Hatz while living in Switzerland had followed the trade of carpenter
and mechanic, but in Sauk County his work was as a farmer. He con-
tinued to live on the old homestead until the spring of 1880, when he
moved to town and he died in the fall of that year. His widow survived
him until 1891. They were active members of the Evangelical Church
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and reared their children in the same faith. These children were eight
in number, all born in Sumpter Township: Jacob, Casper, Luzie,
Erhart, now deceased, Florian, of Yankton, South Dakota, Kate and
Dorothy, both deceased, and John.

Mr. John J. Hatz was born on the old home place in Sumpter Town-
ship of Sauk County, April 9, 1857. He lived there continuously until
1915, a period of fifty-eight years. His education came from the local
schools of that community and as soon as he was old enough he took
an active part in the labors of the home farm and finally succeeded to
its ownership, and on the land where his father had provided for his
children John J. Hatz lived and prospered and reared a family. Mr.
Hatz and his family are supporting members of the Evangelical Church.
He was prominent in his country community, spending seven years as a
member of the town board and clerk of the school districts twenty-seven
years.

Mr. Hatz has five children: Lillian, who married Herman Wilhelm;
Kate R., wife of Arno Woffanschmidt; Jacob A., who married Ruth
Gasser; Obert J., whose wife is Ina Hatz; and Lyman, unmarried. The
old homestead is now being run by Jacob, and Jacob's son is the fourth
generation of the family in that one place, and members of three gen-
erations were born there.

JOHN ROONEY was a fighting young Irishman in the Civil war, is
one of the few surviving veterans of that conflict .still living in Sauk
County, and one of the worthiest men upon whom the Government ever
bestowed a pension.

He was born in Ireland August 15, 1844, but has been an American
since early infancy. His parents, James and Ann (McManus) Rooney,
were born and married in Ireland and in 1847 brought their family to
America, locating in Dolphin County, Pennisylvania. There James
Rooney died on August 15, 1852, when his son John was only eight
years old. In 1853 the widow and her family removed to Muskingum
County, Ohio, and in 1854 she was married there to George Sullivan.
In 1855 the family came on to Wisconsin, first locating near Elkhorn,
in Walworth County, later going to Cross Plains in Dane County, and
in 1856 to Green County. In 1857 the Sullivans and the Rooneys came
to Sank County and established their homes in Honey Creek Township.
The mother of John Rooney spent her last years in Freedom Town-
ship. She died December 28, 1885. By her marriage with James
Rooney she had six children: Mary and Patrick, deceased; John; Mar-
garet, deceased; Ann; and Elizabeth. By her marriage to Mr. Sullivan
she was the mother of four children: Edward and Joseph, deceased;
George; and Michael.

John Rooney received all his early education in the public schools
of Wisconsin. As a boy he learned how to be independent through hard
work, and at one time he was employed during the construction of the
railroad between Madison and Prairie du Chien and also on the line
between Monroe and Janesville. This work furnished him occupation
during the summer and for four winters he attended school in Sauk
County, in Honey Creek and Sumpter townships. He also worked as a
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farm hand for a Mr. Lock in Westfield and for another farmer in
Sumpter Township.

In 1862, at the age of eighteen Mr. Rooney enlisted in Company K
of the Twenty-third Wisconsin Infantry. He was in the army until his
honorable discharge on June 27, 1865. He carried a musket and fought
alongside his comrades during the earlier campaigns and at Port Gibson
was injured by a spent ball. He was afterwards assigned to the com-
missary department, but was finally compelled to go to the hospital and
remained there until discharged. His injuries were such that for
twenty-seven years he has been an invalid and for seventeen of those
years has been confined to his bed. Mr. Rooney has the cheerful disposi-
tion and nature of the true Irishman, and though bedridden for so many
years maintains a cheerful outlook. A great factor in his happiness has
been his devoted wife, who has stayed with him and comforted his de-
clining years and has made life worth living.

After the war Mr. Rooney returned to Westfield Township, rented
a farm, and in 1869 bought a place in Freedom Township. In 1885 he
came to the farm he now owns near Baraboo, buying fifteen acres within
the corporation limits of that city.

Mr. Rooney is independent in political matters. He is a loyal and
popular member of John Fowler Post of the Grand Army of the Re-
public in North Freedom Township.

On May 24, 1869, he married Miss Sarah M. Lamb, who was born
in Huron County, Ohio, March 10, 1846, a daughter of James Chauncey
and Abbie (Petteys) Lamb. In 1857 the Lamb family came to Freedom
Township, in Sauk County, and located in the midst of the heavy woods.
Mrs. Rooney's father developed a farm from a portion of the wilder-
ness but subsequently sold this property and he and his wife spent
their last years in the home of Mr. and Mrs. Rooney, where her mother
died in 1887 and her father in 1889. Mrs. Rooney was the second of
three children. Her brother George D. died at Madison, Wisconsin, in
1864, just one month after he had enlisted for service in the Union
army. Her sister Emma died December 20, 1916. Mr. and Mrs. Rooney
have two children. Edward James, still living on the farm with his
parents, married Theresa Picker. Their four sons, grandsons of Mr.
and Mrs. Rooney, are named Sylvan J., Arthur M., Harold Leo Frank,
and Lloyd Henry. The daughter of Mr. and Mrs. Rooney is Alice M.,
wife of Edward J. Curry, now head machinist in the woolen mills at
Baraboo. Mr. and Mrs. Curry have a son, Rollo McKinley.

ALGERNON FRY. While many vocations seem necessary to carry on
the activities and industries that make a nation happy, comfortable and
contented, there is after all but one that is absolutely indispensable to
life, and that is agriculture. The teeming millions must be fed and their
food must come from the soil. Those sections of old Mother Earth in
which farming and stockraising have been encouraged and dignified are
today the hope of nations, and the American farmer has, through cir-
cumstances, become the most important factor in the world's commerce.
Wisconsin has never taken a backward step in agricultural develop-
ment since her early pioneer homeseekers came and settled in her rich
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wilderness, and Sauk County well represents her agricultural wealth
at present, as well as her finest citizenship.

Algernon Fry, one of Sauk County's leading men and one of her
honored Civil war veterans, was born in Lycoming County, Pennsyl-
vania, January 1, 1846. His parents were Isaiah and Elizabeth (Wil-
son) Fry, both of whom were born in Pennsylvania, the latter being a
daughter of John and Hannah (Harrington) Wilson, who came to Sauk
County in 1850 and lived for one winter in Baraboo and then settled
permanently on Webster Prairie. Both lived into old age, Mr. Wilson
being ninety-three at the time of death and his wife was aged eighty-
seven years.

The parents of Algernon Fry came with the Wilsons to Sauk County
in 1850 and after a short stay in Baraboo -also moved to Webster Prairie,
but subsequently went to South Dakota and took up a land claim in
Lake County, near Wentworth, and there they passed the rest of their
lives. They were the parents of the following children: Algernon,
Ziba, John W., David, Joel, Henry, Charles, Elizabeth, Mary, Frank
and Ernest. The parents were quiet, frugal, law-abiding people and
governed their lives according to the peaceful precepts of the Society
of Friends.

Algernon Fry had such educational advantages as were afforded at
the time in the neighborhood of his father's farm, the first school he at-
tended being in the Village of Lyons and was taught by Doctor Cran-
dall, a well known resident. Mr. Fry gave his time and attention to
the business of farming until, in the course of time, he became the owner
of a farm on Webster Prairie, on which he continued to reside until
1898, when he traded that farm for one containing 104 acres which lies
in Greenfield Township. On this place he has done the greater part of
the improving and has a valuable property. He carries on general
farming and is one of the county's large raisers of stock. He has had
a large fund of agricultural experience to draw on and his industries
are carried on with very satisfying results. While Mr. Fry has been
busy as boy and man on his farm, he had not yet attained manhood when
he proved that following the plow and herding the stock were not the
only important facts in a Wisconsin youth's conception of life. When
tlle Civil war came on he soon discovered an unexpected spirit of loyalty
and love of a united country and this led to his enlistment, in February,
1864, in Company A, Nineteenth Wisconsin Volunteer Infantry, in
which he served with commendable valor until his honorable discharge
on August 9, 1865. The Nineteenth was the third regiment to enter the
captured capital of the Confederacy and its flag was the first to be raised
over Richmond's state house. He was never wounded nor was he made
a prisoner, although he participated in such hard fought battles as Fair
Oaks and Petersburg and numberous sharp skirmishes. He is a valued
member of the Grand Army Post at Baraboo, of which he has been com-
mander.

In 1868 Mr. Fry was married to Miss Elizabeth Devine, who was
born in Ohio and died in Wisconsin in March, 1896. She was a daughter
of John and Effie Devine, who were early settlers in Sauk County.
Four children were born to the above marriage, namely: Effie, who
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is the wife of Edward W. Donney, a train dispatcher at Chicago and a
well known railroad man, and they have one daughter, Ruth; Allie, who
is the wife of John Gillny, of Portland, Oregon; John, who is deceased;
and Howard, who is a resident of Belvidere, Illinois, married Viola
Kramer and they have two children, Olive and Lester. In 1897 Mr. Fry
was married to Miss Maria Lee, who was born in Delton Township, Sauk
County, Wisconsin, December 22, 1856. Her parents were Lathrop L.
and Hannah G. (Gardiner) Lee, the former of whom was born in New
York in 1823 and the latter in 1830. Mr. Lee came to Sauk County
in 1848 and after providing a home went back to New York in the fol-
lowing year and when he returned was accompanied by his wife. They
located first in Greenfield Township but later moved to Delton Town-
ship and then to Baraboo Township, where Mr. Lee died in 1904. Mrs.
Lee resides with Mr. and Mrs. Fry. To this marriage five children were
born, as follows: Frank, who is deceased; Maria; Mary, who is deceased;
and Charles and Harriet.

In politics Mr. Fry has always been a republican. As a man of fine
business ability and of sterling honesty, on many occasions his fellow
citizens have shown appreciation by electing him to public office, espe-
cially in relation to educational affairs. For sixteen years he served
on the school board in Delton Township and for a little over nine years
has been chairman of the Greenfield Township Board. His acquaintance
over the county is wide and his name is held in respect by all.

CHARLES E. PALMER. Prominent among the members of the retired
colony at Baraboo is found Charles E. Palmer, who has had a successful
career as business man and farmer and is now enjoying the fruits of his
years of labor. With the exception of short periods when he was fight-
ing as a soldier of the Union during the Civil war, Mr. Palmer has re-
sided at Baraboo and in Sauk County continuously since 1856, and
during this time has aided in the progress and development which have
characterized the community's growth.

Mr. Palmer was born in Eaton Township, Madison County, New
York, February 21, 1847, being a son of J. Gilbert and Eliza (Crandall)
Palmer. J. Gilbert Palmer was born at Athens, Windham County,
Vermont, December 12, 1818, and as a young man went to Madison,
New York, where he was married September 18, 1844, to Miss Eliza
Crandall, who was born at Sangerfield, Oneida County,. New York,
September 19, 1824. The family came to Baraboo, Wisconsin, in 1856,
and here J. Gilbert Palmer followed the trade of plasterer for some
years, but later turned his attention to agricultural pursuits and be-
came the owner of a farm in Delton Township, Sauk County. His death
occurred on this property in 1902, Mrs. Palmer having passed away
there in January, 1900. There were four children in the family, namely:
Charles E.; Clementine Ruth, born January 23, 1850, at Stockbridge,
Madison County, New York; Marion C., born January 24, 1854, who
died in infancy; and Effie Lucinda, born at Baraboo in 1858, and now
the wife of S. DeKolyer, of Delton Township.

Charles E. Palmer received his early education in the schools of his
native state, but after he was nine years of age he was a resident of
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Baraboo and here completed his studies in the public schools and the old

Baraboo Institute. When a youth he learned the trade of plasterer
under the guidance of his father, and this was his vocation for some

years. He was too young to enlist when the Civil war started, but in

February, 1865, he became a member of Company D, Forty-sixth Regi-

ment, Wisconsin Volunteer Infantry, with which he served until the

close of the war. Returning to Baraboo when his military experience

was finished, he resumed his trade and continued to be engaged in

working thereat until March, 1874, when he went to Delton Township

and bought a farm. If he had been successful at his trade, he was

equally so as a farmer, and through industry and good management

developed a property that was well cultivated, highly improved and

very productive. It was his home until 1895, in which year he returned

to Baraboo and retired from active labor, his present home being at No.

320 Seventh Avenue, a street on which he has lived, at one point and

another, for nearly sixty years.
Mr. Palmer is a democrat. He is a stanch adherent of the principles

and candidates of his party, but his interest therein has never led him to

seek personal preferment at his party's hands. His fraternal affiliation

is with Baraboo Lodge No. 34 of the Masonic order, in addition to which

he belongs to the Grand Army of the Republic and to the Presbyterian
Church.

On March 19, 1868, Mr. Palmer was married to Miss Ann McGilvra,

who was born November 20, 1846, at Schuyler, Herkimer County, New

York, a daughter of Samuel and Alatheah (Holdridge) McGilvra, natives

of that state, the father born April-19, 1829, and the mother February

2, 1829. They came to Sauk County, Wisconsin, at an early day in the

history of the county, then returned for a time to New York, but in

1866 again came to this county and settled on a farm not far from

Baraboo. There they passed the remainder of their lives, Mr. McGilvra

dying November 1, 1894, and Mrs. McGilvra in October, 1895. To Mr.

and Mrs. Palmer the following children have been born: Clara E., who

died in 1895, at the age of twenty-four years; Daisy C., born in 1875,

proprietor of an establishment for the manufacture and sale of furs at

No. 320 Seventh Avenue, Baraboo, with a large local trade and excel-

lent mail order business, is the wife of A. M. Todd and has one daughter,

Elva Lucia, born February 4, 1906, at Placerville, California; and

Samuel James, born October 3, 1883, is now auditor of the Public Service

Company of Chicago, a firm with which he has been connected for four-

teen years, and a resident of the fashionable Chicago suburb, Evanston.

He married Miss Maude Lewis, of Baraboo, and has had three children,

Dorothea Elizabeth; Evelyn, who died when two years of age; and Lewis

James.

DAVIS HACKETT. The record of Davis Hackett, of Baraboo, is that

of a man who has by his own unaided efforts worked his way upward

to a position of affluence. His life has been one of industry and per-

severance, and the systematic and honorable business methods which

have been followed by him have gained him support, confidence and

friendship. While he has for several years been retired from active
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pursuits he still takes a keen interest. in the welfare and development
of his community and is considered one of Baraboo's useful and helpful
citizens.

Mr. Hackett was born in the State of Maine, October 18, 1839, and is
a son of Hartson and Martha T. (Johnson) Hackett, both natives of the
Pine Tree State. The father was born August 2, 1806, and the mother
in February of the same year, and in 1853 they came to Sauk County,
Wisconsin, and purchased a farm in Fairfield Township. After a num-
ber of years passed in successful agricultural operations the parents
retired from active labor and located at Baraboo, where Hartson Hackett
died in June, 1889, Mrs. Hackett surviving until 1892. Mr. Hackett
was originally a whig and later a republican in his political affiliation,
and he and his wife attended the Congregational Church. Their chil-
dren were as follows: Mary Sears, deceased, who was the wife of the
late John Luce; Emily Vaughan, deceased, who became the wife of the
late Joseph Luce, who fought as a soldier during the Civil war in the
same company as Davis Hackett; Mandilla L., of Sauk County, widow
of John Atkinson; Davis; and Oscar, who died in 1865, at the age of six-
teen years.

Davis Hackett commenced his education in the public schools of his
native state, and was fourteen years old when he came to Sauk County,
his schooling being completed in the old Baraboo Collegiate Institute,
the teachers of which at that time were Professor Hobart and his wife.
After leaving school he began working in the pine woods, but in 1864 he
donned the uniform of his country for service in the Civil war, enlisting
in Company M, First Wisconsin Heavy Artillery, with which he served
until the close of hostilities. He established an excellent record as a
soldier, and at the close of his service returned to Sauk County and
engaged in farming in Fairfield Township, where he was the owner of
the old homestead until 1880. In that year he was employed by C. L.
Coleman, of La Crosse, to act as his agent on the Chippewa River and
the Black River in buying logs, contracting for timber and generally
looking after the business.. In 1883 he came to Baraboo and built a home
at the corner of Fourth and Barker streets, to which he moved his
family, while he returned to the lumber business, making occasional
visits to the city. Mr. Hackett continued to be thus engaged until 1901,
when he retired from active labor and came to Baraboo to make his
permanent home. The family still resides in the house which Mr.
Hackett built in 1883. He is a republican in politics, and at one time
was elected police justice, but resigned before the expiration of his term,
and has never cared for any other public service. He has been a mem-
ber of the Grand Army of the Republic since 1901, and his family
belong to the Congregational Church.

In 1868 Mr. Hackett was married to Miss Carrie Brown, who was
born in England, in 1846, a daughter of William and Mary Brown, who
on coming to the United States located on Bigfoot Prairie, Illinois.
When the Civil war came on Mr. Brown enlisted in the Union army
and died while in the service. Later his; widow came to Baraboo and
made her home with her daughter and son-in-law until her death. Mrs.
Hackett died January 6, 1916, having been the mother of four children:

.q
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Millicent M., a graduate of the Baraboo High School and for several
years a teacher in the public schools, who married Richard B. Maloney,
of Baraboo, and has one son, Richard Addison; Edith M., a graduate of
the Baraboo High School and a teacher in the public schools until her
marriage to Dr. George L. G. Cramer, a physician of Owosso, Michigan;
Ephraim Leonard, now of Baraboo, but formerly of Oregon, where he
owned a transfer line and looked after his father's mining interests,
married Annie Kelley, of near Baker City, Oregon, and has two chil-
dren, Nathaniel Desmond and Louis; and Carrie Fern, a graduate of
the Baraboo High School, the Milwaukee Normal School and Wisconsin
University, formerly a teacher at La Crosse for seven years, and during
the past two years a teacher in the Baraboo schools, where she now
teaches a high school class, unmarried and making her home with her
father.

JAMES A. STONE. The lawyer has ever been accorded, by an unwritten
law, first place in securing the greatest liberty and the greatest justice
for the society of mankind. The idea prevailing when the ancient Roman
laws were framed, that he was the best informed as to the rights of man
and the limits of government-both of them prescribed by law-exists
today to an appreciable extent. No man in our form of civilization is
given such privilege to guide the affairs of state to either glory or dis-
honor as is vouchsafed by thinking minds to the lawyer. The fact that,
financially speaking, there are rarely compensations in law commensurate
with the labor given, lends a prophecy of splendid and distinterested
achievement to men sufficiently gifted to become successful lawyers and
sufficiently honest to maintain the ethics of the profession. One familiar
with the jurisprudence of Sauk County will unhesitatingly place within
this sphere of largest usefulness the name of James A. Stone, general
practitioner of Reedsburg, former assistant secretary of state, ex-city
attorney and alderman, and supporter of those enlightening agencies
which make for the permanent well being of the community.

James A. Stone was born at Smithfield, Madison County, New York,
December 1, 1856, and is a son of James Riley and Pamela C. (Ellinwood)
Stone, both natives of Smithfield. James Riley Stone was a stonemason
by vocation, and many fine evidences of his skill and good workmanship
are still to be found in New York, an especially good specimen being
at the Village of Peterboro, where stands a stone arch bridge marked
"Erected A. D. 1854, by J. R. S." Mr. Stone followed his occupation
successfully until August 15, 1862, when, feeling that he was needed by
his country in its. hour of peril, he enlisted in Company F, One Hundred
and Fifty-seventh Regiment, New York Volunteer Infantry, with which
regiment he went to the front as captain of his company. He did not
return. After several severe engagements and others of a minor char-
acter came the awful struggle at Gettysburg, where his company was cut
off and captured by the enemy. Captain Stone spent one year at Libby
Prison and was then transferred to Macon, Georgia, where, after untold
hardships and privations, he died August 12, 1864. His widow, left
with five children, struggled bravely on for a time in the East, but finally
decided that in a state further west she would be better able to give them
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advantages and opportunities and accordingly in 1869 started for Reeds-burg, where the little party arrived in December. Later she went toSully County, South Dakota, after her children had been well established,
but returned to.Reedsburg on a visit, and here died December 12, 1886;she was buried in this city. The children were as follows: Dr. Willis C.,who is a successful practicing physician of Chicago; James A., of thisnotice; Orna P., who was a student at West Point, received an appoint-ment in the United States Census Department at Washington, D. C. anddied in 1881; Minna L., who was a teacher in the high school at Madison,
Wisconsin, for nine years prior to her marriage to John H. Gabriel, whois now an attorney of Denver, Colorado; and Orlando. Lincoln, who isengaged in agricultural pursuits at Cresbard, Faulk County, South
Dakota.

James A. Stone attended the public schools of his native place, and
was not yet eight years of age when his father died. His mother, how-ever, managed to give him a further educational training, and' he wasduly graduated from Evans Academy, a private institution at Peterboro,
New York, where was situated the stone arch bridge mentioned above.He was thirteen years of age when he came to Reedsburg, an enterprising
and ambitious lad, and here entered the Reedsburg high school and wasa member of the first graduating class from that institution in 1875He had determined that he would have a college education, and in the
fall of 1875 entered the University of Wisconsin, but soon found hisfunds inadequate to meet his many expenses, be as economical as he might,
and he accordingly gave up his ambition for a time and returned 'toReedsburg, where he began to teach school during the winter terms,adding to his income by working in the fields as a farm hand during thesummer months. Thus he was able to save some small earnings, and inthe fall of 1881 again entered the University of Wisconsin, where hespent two years. In addition to this he had previously had one year oftraining as a student in the law office of G. Stevens at Reedsburg, andwith these qualifications went to South Dakota in 1883 to start practice.
Like all young lawyers, he had to go through his probationary period, a
trying time for most young men who are endeavoring to get a foothold
upon the ladder of success, and in order to piece out his meager legal
earnings he worked on a homestead when not engaged with the interests
of his clients. In 1887 Mr. Stone returned to Reedsburg and entered theoffice of R. P. Perry, where he remained until he passed the examination
of the state bar, and in 1889 was admitted to practice. From that time
to the present his success has been assured, and as the years have passed
his cases have become more and more important and his clientele more
and more prominent.

Mr. Stone cast his first vote for James A. Garfield as a republican in
1880. He was with the reform movement and LaFollette in 1904 and
since that time has acted with the progressive wing of his party in this
state. He was a delegate to the national republican conventions of 1912
and 1916 and alternate in 1908, and from 1901 to 1903 served as assistant
secretary of state of Wisconsin, resigning in the latter year. At Reeds-
burg he has been city superintendent of schools for two years, a member
of the Board of Education for one term and city attorney several times,
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and at present is acting as alderman. His entire public service has been
characterized by faithful and capable performance of duty, and his
record is one which does him honor. Fraternally Mr. Stone is affiliated
with the Modern Woodmen of America and the Masons, belonging in
the latter to Reedsburg Lodge No. 157, Free and Accepted Masons, and
Reedsburg Chapter. While a Unitarian in his religious belief, he attends
the Presbyterian Church. He has various business connections, and is
a stockholder in the State Bank of Reedsburg and a director of the
Baraboo Valley Agricultural Association and of the Harley Davidson
Motor Company of Milwaukee.

On April 19, 1884, Mr. Stone was married to Miss Minnie L. Corwith,
of Prairie du Sac, Wisconsin, who was torn in Troy Township, Sauk
County, Wisconsin, March 6, 1857, a daughter of Silas W. and Anna L.
(Abrecht) Corwith, the former born at Southampton, Long Island, and
the latter in Germany. They were pioneers of Prairie du Sac, where Mrs.
Stone's father died, while her mother still survives and makes her home
at Reedsburg with her son-in-law and daughter. Three children have
been born to Mr. and Mrs. Stone: Anna L., who was married in March,
1914, to James R. Semple, and died November 5, 1914; Riley, a resident
of Reedsburg and a farmer of Sauk County, married Vera Milhaupt,
who came to this city from New Holstein, Wisconsin; and Millie C., who
resides at her home with her parents. A son was born to Riley Stone
and wife July 6, 1916, and named for his. ancester James Riley Stone.
Riley Stone was drafted into the service of the United States and left
Baraboo August 3, 1917, in charge of the thirty-four men, Sauk County's
quota on that date. He was assigned to Company A, Three Hundred and
Forty-first Infantry, Camp Grant, Rockford, Illinois, where he is now
stationed.

WILLIAM DOBRATZ. The Township of Merriniack has no more in-
dustrious citizen than Mr. William Dobratz. He owns a large amount
of farming land, well and efficiently tilled and most of it cleared and
improved. This property represents his individual labors and while
constituting a valuable estate is at the same time 'a valuable contribution
to the aggregate resources of the county.

Mr. Dobratz has lived in Wisconsin since he was fifteen years of age.
He was born in Germany in 1857, a son of John and Minnie Dobratz,
also natives of the fatherland. The family came to Wisconsin in 1871,
spending the first ten years in Milwaukee. John Dobratz was an
agriculturist and on leaving Milwaukee he moved to Sauk County and
acquired a farm of sixty acres in Greenfield Township. In that locality
he spent the rest of his life, though he retired from the farm about a
year before his death. His widow survived him ten years.

William Dobratz grew up in Germany and in Milwaukee and lived
at home until he was twenty-six. He then married Miss Barbara
Schinder, daughter of Michael Schinder, of Sauk County, and took up
his independent career. Mr. and Mrs. Dobratz have four children:
Walter, who. is married and living in the Village of Merrimack; John,
still single and a farmer in Merrimack Township; Anna and George,
still at home.
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On starting his independent career Mr. Dobratz became a farmer
two miles east of Baraboo, where he bought eighty acres. After five
years there he moved to Merrimack Township and for eighteen months
farmed a place 11/2 miles north of his present location. For the past
twenty-six years he has lived on his home farm and has 160 acres, 120
acres of which are under the plow. He has cultivated his land with the
staple crops of this region and has also raised considerable stock and
has operated a dairy. Besides his home farm he has another 160 acres
a mile north, and of this 140 acres are cleared.

It has required constant and vigilant work to build up such a prop-
erty, but Mr. Dobratz has not for that reason neglected an active par-
ticipation in local affairs. For a number of years he served as a member
of the town board and for ten years was on the school board. He is a
republican and with his family is a member of the Lutheran Church.

MRS. ADELAIDE P. KEYSAR. Among the old and honored residents
of Sauk County few there are whose lives in this community have ex-
tended over a longer period of time than has that of Mrs. Adelaide P.
Keysar, whose home is now at Prairie du Sac. When Mrs. Keysar
arrived in this locality with her parents, an infant in arms, in 1846,
the country hereabouts was in the stage of its infancy, nearly as it had
been left by the disappearing Indians, with trails instead of roads,
comparatively few houses, and these at widely-separated distances, and
educational and religious facilities of the most meager kind. She has
lived to witness the development of a fertile and prosperous com-
munity, a center of agricultural and commercial activity, and the home
of modern schools and fine churches, a section prolific with good roads,
fine transportation facilities and modern improvements of every kind.

Mrs. Keysar is a native of the old Granite state. She was born in a
house on the banks of Indian Stream at Pittsburg, Coos County, New
Hampshire, in 1845, being a daughter of Joshua and Harriet (Hall)
Perkins. Her father was born in New Hampshire, where the family
was an old and numerous one, among his brothers and sisters being
Nathaniel and Hiram Perkins, Mahala (Perkins) Bunnell and Polly,
a sister who was also married but the name of whose husband is now
forgotten. All save Joshua passed their lives in the East. The Hall
family came from New York, where Mrs. Perkins was born, and when
members of this family came to Wisconsin they settled in Dodge
County, where they became a part of the agricultural community. Mr.
and Mrs. Perkins were married in New Hampshire, where they resided
for several years, the father being engaged in agricultural pursuits.
He found the soil unproductive and his labor unremunerative, and after
an endeavor to make his operations pay decided to try his fortune in
the West, where land was to be secured cheap and where he felt he could
get a start upon the road to independence. Accordingly, in 1846, with
his wife and child, he made the long and dangerous trip across the
country to Sauk County, stopping for a short period at the little settle-
ment of Prairie du Sac, at that time just a cluster of rude houses
inhabited by the sturdy pioneers and then pushing on two miles west
of the hamlet, where he took up land from the United States Govern-
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ment. This he secured for what today would be considered a ridicu-
lously small price. For the next fifteen years he farmed this land
faithfully and industriously, thus making some headway with his
finances, and then sold out and moved to Rolling Prairie, Dodge County,
in the same community in which his wife's family had made their
settlement. The new locality did not suit him, he soon became home-
sick, and in a short time he returned to Sauk County and took up his
residence at Prairie du Sac, where he engaged in the nursery busi-
ness, doing tree-grafting in a small way for the rest of his active career.
His death occurred in 1895, when he was seventy-seven years of age.
Mr. Perkins was extremely fond of his home, and for that reason was
not to be found taking any prominent part in activities which would
carry him far from his fireside and family. He voted the democratic
ticket at election times and did his share in contributing to the advance-
ment of his community, but never cared for public office nor felt him-
self called upon to serve in such. A faithful member of the Universalist
Church and a deacon therein, he was very strongly set in his religious
sentiments, and exemplified his faith in his every-day life. For a
number of years he belonged to the Masons, but finally withdrew from
that fraternal body.

Adelaide P. Perkins was an infant when brought to Sauk County,
and her childhood was passed amid pioneer scenes and surroundings.
She secured her first schooling in Yanka Street, about two miles west
of Prairie du Sac, where all the Yankas had settled at that time, and
later went to the public schools of Prairie du Sac. She remained at
home as a dutiful daughter helping her parents until she was married,
at the age of twenty-four years, in 1869, to Holmes C. Keysar, who at
that time was engaged in the mercantile business at Prairie du Sac.
Later Mr. Keysar embarked in the stock and grain business and built
up a fine enterprise in spite of the numerous difficulties attending a
venture of that kind during those days. As there were no railroads he
was compelled to ship everything via the steamboat Ellen Haidy
on the Wisconsin River to Portage, to meet the Chicago, Milwaukee
& St. Paul Railroad, while his stock he drove to Merrimac, fifteen
miles, to the Chicago & Northwestern Railroad. Furthermore, produce
brought only a small price, butter being frequently as low as 5 cents per
pound and eggs 8 cents per dozen. In spite of all obstacles he developed
a paying and successful business, and in 1905 was .enabled to retire
from commercial cares and worries. Up to that time he had never
found time for rest or pleasure, but in that year he built a cottage at
Lake Mendota, where he and his family spent the summers thereafter
in hunting and fishing, while in the winters they lived at Prairie du
Sac. His death occurred here May 4, 1915. Mr. Keysar was a member
of the Masonic order, in good standing. His people belonged to the
Unitarian OCurch, and while he never united with that faith, he sup-
ported it generously and donated liberally to the building of the church
of that denomination at Prairie du Sac.

Mrs. Keysar still makes her home at the thriving little city where
she arrived seventy-one years ago. She is widely known to the people
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here, where her friends are legion, and where she is greatly esteemed
for the many excellencies of her mind and the kindnesses of her heart.

JAMES H. TURNER. By the accident of birth James H. Turner is a
native of England, though his entire life since infancy has been spent
in Wisconsin, most of it in Sauk County. Mr. Turner learned a me-
chanical trade when a young man, but his most productive efforts
have been put in as a farmer, and he now owns one of the well improved
places in Baraboo Township.

He was born in England November 4, 1846, a son of James and
Sarah Turner. His parents were also natives of England, and in 1846,
the year their son James was born, they immigrated to America and
first located in Walworth County, Wisconsin, moved from there in 1848
to Milwaukee, and soon afterward came to Merrimack in Sauk County.
Here for a time James Turner, Sr., operated the ferry over the Wis-
consin River for Walter P. Flanders. From there he removed to
Baraboo and became identified with the firm of Pouiton & Brown in
the pottery business. By trade he was a mason. His death occurred
in Baraboo Township in 1873 and his wife died there in 1871. He was
a member of the Methodist Episcopal Church and his family followed
him in the same religious worship. There were four children: George,
who served in the Forty-sixth Wisconsin Infantry during the Civil
war and died November 8, 1865; Elizabeth, who lives on Eighth. Avenue
in Baraboo, is the widow of Romine Van Orman; James H.; and Mary
Ann, wife of Henry Brisco, who was also in the Forty-sixth Wisconsin
Infantry, their home now being in Baraboo.

James H. Turner was reared at Baraboo, attended the public schools,
and on leaving school learned the trade of mason. In 1887 he began
farming in Baraboo Township, and acquiring a tract of seventy acres he
cleared most of it and put it in condition for cultivation. That is his
present home and all its valuable improvements are the results of his
energy and good management. One experience of his earlier career
should be recalled. In 1871 he and Henry Cowles hauled the first rail-
road iron for what was known as the Steam Shovel Cut at the end of
Devil's Lake.

Mr. Turner is a democrat in politics but has never sought public
office. He was married in 1870 to Miss Esther Jane Brown. Mrs.
Turner was the first white child born in Summit Township of Juneau
County, Wisconsin. Her birth date was October 31, 1851. Her parents,
Thomas and Esther Brown, were among the pioneers of Juneau County.
Mr. and Mrs. Turner had three children. Isabel died when eight years
old. Cora is living in Baraboo and the widow of William McFarland.
She has one child, Vern William McFarland, who is a graduate of the
public schools of Fairfield Township and is now in the second year of
the Baraboo High School. George William, the youngest child, is still
at home and unmarried.

I
AARON F. TEEL. If any resident of Sauk County has reason to

feel at home in this rich and beautiful part of Wisconsin it would seem
to be Aaron F. Teel, widely known and universally esteemed, for almost
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three-quarters of a century have rolled away since he, a boy of eight

years, was brought by his parents to his present home. For seventy-
one years Mr. Teel has lived on this farm in Fairfield Township, in
which part of the county he has long been a man of large importance,
not only because of his wealth but because he has always taken so deep
an interest in its progress and development.

Aaron F. Teel was born in St. Lawrence County, New. York,
November 27, 1837. His parents were Benjamin and Phoebe (Morrill)
Teel. They were born in Massachusetts and lived in St. Lawrence
County, New York, when rumors reached that section of the great
agricultural possibilities offered in the but sparsely settled territory of
Wisconsin. They were courageous and enterprising people and the sus-

pected hardships of pioneer life did not prevent their deciding to seek
a new home in the rich territory that then was largely given over to
foreign settlement. They came by water and the impression made by
the little Town of Chicago, lying on her sand flats, was not favorable
enough to make them desire to pause there as they passed through.
They continued on their journey and crossed the Wisconsin River at
Portage on September 15, 1845, on their way to Sauk County, their

objective point, and settled at once on the land in Fairfield Township
*hich has been the home of their son Aaron F. to the present time.

They both died there, the mother in 1869, at the age of sixty-six years,
and the father in 1885, he having reached his eighty-fifth year. They

were the parents of seven children, namely: Hannah, who was the wife

of P. J. Parshall, survived to be ninety-one years old; Joseph, who was

also an example of family longevity, died when aged eighty years;
Lucy, who is deceased, was the wife of Benjamin Clerk; Rebecca, who

is deceased, was the wife of James Battles; Aaron F.; Susan, who is

the wife of Porter Buck, of Reedsburg, Wisconsin; and Almina, who

is the wife of Joseph Hackett, of Baraboo. The mother of the above

family was a member of the Congregational Church.
Aaron' F. Teel obtained his education in the public schools which

became well established soon after the admission of Wisconsin to state-
hood in 1848. Farming and stock-raising have engaged his attention

since boyhood and in all his undertakings a sense of good judgment
has prevailed and made them successful. For a number of years he

was numbered with the heavy landowners of the county, having over

700 acres, and he still retains 380 acres, all of which is exceedingly
valuable. Although now retired from active participation in the farm

industries, his interest is not lost and his judgment on all agricultural
matters remains unimpaired.

Mr. Teel was married in 1861 to Miss Mary Watts, who was born in

Ohio in 1835, and her parents too, Joseph and Sophia Watts, were

early settlers in Sauk County, where they died when full of years.

Four children were born to Mr. and Mrs. Teel, two sons and two

daughters, namely: Frank D.; Lillie, who is the wife of P. W. Post,

residing at Evanston, Illinois; Nelson, who is a farmer in Fairfield
Township, married Emma Malloy, a member of one of the old county

families; and May S., who is the wife of Robert Schneller, who is a
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farmer in Fairfield Township. They are all people of business and
social prominence.

Mr. Teel was reared, by his father, to believe in the principles of
the democratic party, and this organization has always received his
hearty support. He has always taken much interest in educational
matters in his township, which, largely through his efforts, has ex-
cellent schoolhouses and good teachers, and for over thirty years he has
served as treasurer of the school board in his district. In him Fairfield
Township has had a wise, practical and honest supervisor and also
assessor, and he has served in these offices for over a quarter of a
century. He has always been a leader in his community in all move-
ments looking to the public welfare and his influence counts largely
when subjects of county, state or national moment are brought forward
for discussion, for his fellow citizens have entire confidence in his good
judgment and unselfish opinion.

EDWARD P. TERRY. Farming and stockraising have been industries
in which the Terry family of Sauk County have met with success. This
well known family was established here in 1853, when Patrick Terry
and his young wife came to Baraboo from Milwaukee, where they had
been married. Patrick Terry was born in Ireland, in 1837, and was
a young man when he came to America. He found work as a laborer
in Wisconsin and helped to build the first railroad that entered Madison
and also assisted in the construction work of the branch of the North-
western Railroad which was extended to Baraboo. In Milwaukee, Wis-
consin, he was married to Ellen Tinnel, who was born in Ireland in
1838, and they had four children born to them: Patrick, who died at
the age of twelve years; Edward P.; Margaret, who died when aged
sixteen years; and John, who is a member of the household of his
brother Edward P. Terry. When Patrick Terry began farming it was
on a tract of forty acres situated in Delton Township, and through his
industry and good management as years passed by'he became the owner
of 310 acres. He was a son of Edward Terry and, like all of the name,
was a man of sterling character. In politics he was a democrat and
all his life was a faithful member of the Roman Catholic Church. His
wife died September 28, 1898, but Mr. Terry survived until February
20, 1917.

Edward P. Terry, who owns eighty acres of the old Terry Home-
stead of 310 acres, was educated in the public schools in Delton Town-
ship and has always devoted himself to agricultural pursuits. In addi-
tion to the farm land he owns in this township, Mr. Terry has 160 acres
in South Dakota and lived there for fourteen months. He has made
many substantial improvements on his farm and has everything very
comfortable. In politics he is a democrat. Being a sound business
man and highly respected citizen, he has often been mentioned for
public office in his neighborhood, but has never consented to accept
any position except membership on the school board.

Mr. Terry was married October 25, 1886, to Miss Ann Mullowney,
who was born near Mauston, Juneau County, Wisconsin, February 7,
1864, and is a daughter of Patrick and Mary (Dorsey) Mullowney.
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The father of Mrs. Terry was born in 1828 in Ireland, and the mother
was born in 1836 at Syracuse, New York. They were married in
Juneau County, Wisconsin, and settled in Seven-Mile Creek Township,
where he took up Government land. The mother of Mrs. Terry died
there in 1896 and the father in 1908. They had a family of eleven
children, as follows: Eliza, Mary, Edward, Ann, Ellen, James, John,
William, Kate, Severnia and Frances, all of whom are living except
William and Frances.

To Mr. and Mrs. Terry six children have been born, namely: Mary,
who is the wife of Robert Cleary; Margaret, who is a popular teacher
in the county, attended the Reedsburg training school and was grad-
uated in 1911 from the La Crosse State Normal School, and for seven
years has devoted herself to educational work; Helen, who, like her
sister, is well .educated, after graduating from the Reedsburg High
School becoming a student in the La Crosse State Normal School, from
which she was graduated in 1911, and has been a successful teacher
for four years; Patrick,-who is a farmer in Delton Township; and
Francis and Edward, both of whom died in infancy. Mr. Terry and
family belong to the Rorman Catholic Church.

SYLVESTER E. KING. Shrewd business ability, special adaptiveness
to his calling, appreciation of its many advantages, and' belief in his
own power to succeed, placed Sylvester E. King among the foremost
and most substantial promoters of agriculture in Sauk County. From
the prairies his unaided industry brought forth ample means, permit-
ting his retirement to Baraboo in 1912 and his consigning to younger
hands the tasks that made up the sum of his existence during his active
years. He has a modern and well-furnished home at 115 Sixth Avenue,
and is regarded as one of the financially strong and morally high retired
farmers.

Mr. King was born on Sauk Prairie, Sauk County, Wisconsin, Jan-
uary 12, 1845, and is a son of Eli and Clarinda (Eaton) King. He
belongs to one of the old families of this region, his grandfather, Hosea
King, having settled on Sauk Prairie among the pioneers of 1842. He
became one of the extensive and prominent farmers of his day, and
when he founded a hotel a small community grew up about it, the name
of the hamlet being called King's Corners in his honor. He had come
from Ohio, and by his two marriages was the father of ten children,
among whom were: Eli, Hosea, Garress Norman, David, Solomon,
Lucinda and Alvira, by his first wife, and Reuben and two others by
his second wife. Eli King, father of Sylvester E., was born in Ohio
and there educated, reared and married, his wife, Clarinda Eaton, being
also a native of the Buckeye State. They accompanied Hosea King's
party to Sauk County in 1842, and here Eli King bought out a claim of
120 acres, to which he subsequently added forty acres, and still later
twenty acres, continuing to be engaged in farming throughout his life.
He was one of the industrious and energetic men of his community,
an intelligent farmer who used the most modern methods of his day
and a man bearing an excellent reputation in business circles. As he
had learned the blacksmith trade in his youth he often had recourse to
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this vocation, not alone in the repairing of his own implements and
tools, but in doing work for the farmers of his neighborhood, and his
little blacksmith shop stood as a landmark and memento of the old days
until recent years. As a citizen Mr. King filled various township
offices, and for quite a period was a member of the school board. He
and his wife were the parents of six children: Sylvester E.; Euphemia,
deceased; Malinda, deceased; Mary, deceased; Myrtie, who is the wife
of Grant Pobjoy and resides on the old Pobjoy family homestead in
Sauk County; and Irving, deceased.

The boyhood and youth of Sylvester E. King were passed on the
homestead farm, where he acquired a thorough knowledge of agricul-
tural work, while his education was secured first in an old log school-
house on Sauk Prairie and later at the old Baraboo Institute, under the
instruction of Professor Hobert. He adopted farming when he came of
age and succeeded to the old family homestead, which he managed to
such good advantage that when he was ready for retirement he had
accumulated 230 acres. This was a well-developed, fertile and finely-
improved farm, which Mr. King sold to his son-in-law in 1912, on March
3d of which year he took up his residence at Baraboo. He has since
lived in quiet retirement, enjoying the comforts that his years of hard
labor had earned. Mr. King is a republican and for a long period
was one of the prominent and influential men of his party in his
locality. He served as township treasurer for five years, as a member
of the school board in Sumpter Township for fifteen years, and as
justice of the peace for five years, and his public record was one which
was clean and commendable, his services always being of a character to
attract and retain the confidence of the people of his community. With
his family he belongs to the Methodist Episcopal Church. He has been
generous in his support of worthy enterprises, whether civic, religious
or charitable, and his influence has been felt in the securing of reforms
which has made his section better governed and a more desirable place
in which to reside.

M.r. King was married March 24, 1869, to Miss Salome Almeda
Burdick, who was born July 31, 1849, in Clinton County, New York,
daughter of Stephen and Betsey (Cadwell) Burdick, natives of the
Empire State, the former born in 1823 and the latter in 1826. The
parents of Mrs. King brought their family to Sauk County, Wisconsin,
in 1851, and located first in Baraboo Township, where they bought a
farm, but subsequently sold this and went to Sauk Prairie, where they
obtained another property. There Mrs. Burdick died in 1863, having
been the mother of the following children: Amelia, deceased; Ira, who
died March 5, 1917; Salome Almeda, who became Mrs. King; Mary,
Julia and William, who are all deceased; Charles H., who is a passenger
locomotive engineer on the Northwestern Railway and resides at Bara-
boo; and Clementine and Peter, who are deceased. Mr. Burdick was
later married to Miss Amanda Roberts, and they became the parents
of two children: Edwin and Clara, the former of whom is now deceased.
When he was elected to the office of sheriff of Sauk County in 1864 Mr.
Burdick came to make his home at Baraboo, having formerly been chair-
man of the board of township supervisors in Sumpter Township and a
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member and clerk of the school board. He was likewise a member of
Baraboo Lodge No. 34, Free and Accepted Masons. Later he went to
North Freedom, where he became foreman of a fence gang in the employ
of the Chicago & Northwestern Railway, and while thus engaged was at
the head of thirty men. Still later he went to Waukesha, Wisconsin,
where he attended gates at the railroad crossing until his retirement,
when he returned to Baraboo, and here died in 1906. His widow, who
survives him, resides at North Yakima, Washington. The paternal
grandparents of Mrs. King were Lester and Hannah Burdick, who came
to Sauk County in 1851 and passed their lives here, the former being
for many years a well known veterinary surgeon.

One child was born to Mr. and Mrs. King: Bessie, born in 1871, who
became the wife of Marvin Wilson, of Sauk Prairie, and they had one
son, Ivan, born in 1898. The mother died in 1900, and her husband
and son are now residing on a cattle ranch in North Dakota.

I. J. NORRIS, one of the oldest men living in Merrimack Township,
being now in his ninetieth year, has been a resident of Sauk County
since the early '70s and has lived a purposeful and worthy life and
one that entitles him to the high respect paid his name. Mr. Norris
was born at Danbury, New Hampshire, November 27, 1827. His birth
occurred while Andrew Jackson was President of the United States,
before a single line of important railroad had been constructed in this
country or in the world, and only two years after the opening of the
Erie Canal to traffic. He was almost grown before the telegraph was
invented, and was nearly past military age when the Civil war was
fought. Few men have had such a remarkable period of history within
their own lives.

Mr. Norris is a son of William C. and Sarah (Elliott) Norris. His
father was born in Massachusetts, and early moved to New Hampshire.
The mother was a native of England and brought to this country. by
her parents when she was a small child. She died in New Hampshire
in 1877 and the father in 1879.

I. J. Norris grew up and received his schooling in the district schools
of New Hampshire. When he was thirty-one years of age in 1858 he
married Harriet Augusta Leeds, who was born in 1840. They lived
together seven years after celebrating their fiftieth or golden wedding
anniversary. Mrs. Norris passed away in 1915. The youngest of their
six children is now nearly forty years of age. George William, who
was born in New Hampshire in 1860, is postmaster at Beaver Crossing,
Nebraska; Charles B., who was born at Yaphank, Long Island, in 1862,
died twelve years ago; Daniel C., born in New Jersey in 1864, is married
and lives at Bruster, Nebraska, and has five children. Nellie Erma,
born at Portage, Wisconsin, in 1870, is the wife of William Taylor, a
mechanic living in Chicago; Ned J., born in 1875 in Merrimack Town-
ship of Sauk County, is still living in that community at his father's
home and is married and has three children; Bertha B., the youngest
child, was born in 1880, and is the wife of William A. Rogers, of Madi-
son, Wisconsin.

Mr. I. J. Norris came to Wisconsin in 1870, spending one year at
Vol. II-20
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Portage, and the following year at Baraboo. He then moved to Merri-
mack Township, where he has lived for the past forty-five years. For
fifteen years Mr. Norris was connected with the Chicago & Northwestern
Railway as boss of the grading gangs. He then secured his present
farm of 853/4 acres in Merrimack Township and has given his later
years to its superintendence and management. Mr. Norris knows all
the experiences of farming, and has benefited both from the era of high
prices as well as low prices. He sold wheat at 50 cents a bushel, butter
at 10 cents a pound and eggs at 6 cents a dozen. He did all .the clear-
ing of his land and used oxen for a number of years. His individual
integrity has commended him to the confidence of his fellow citizens,
who have frequently requested his service in public positions. For ten
years he was a member of the school board, served several years on the
town board and was justice of the peace several terms. In politics he
is a democrat and a member of the Methodist Episcopal Church, his
wife having also been a devout member of that denomination.

GEORGE FERBER has lived in Sauk County more than seventy years.
His endeavors as a practical farmer were liberally prospered, and in
later years he has lived at Sauk City largely retired, though he has
never permitted himself to be without some useful occupation and in-
terest. He is one of the best known citizens in that part of the county.

Mr. Ferber was born in Switzerland November 19, 1842, but was
brought to America in 1846 by his parents, Felix and Margaret (Parrli)
Ferber. Both parents were natives of Switzerland and on coming to
America they located in Sauk City. A short time later Felix Ferber
took up a tract of Government land in Honey Creek Township. He was
busied with its care and development for about two years and then
returned to Sauk City, where he died in 1853. Felix Ferber was a
tailor by trade, an occupation he had learned in his native land. There
was little demand for the services of a tailor in the pioneer times of
Sauk County, and regular occupation thus being denied him at his
chosen pursuit he found work wherever it offered. Felix Ferber and
wife had five children: George; Alee, who is now living retired at
West Allis, Wisconsin, and his three children are all married; Badger,
deceased; Henry, who is married and lives in Sauk City; and John,
also deceased. The mother of these children died when seventy-six
years of age.

George Ferber, being the oldest of the family, had to assume unusual
responsibilities and burdens soon after the death of his father. He was
,eleven years of age when his father died and at the age of thirteen he
began working at wages on neighboring farms in order to contribute
to the support and maintenance of the household, consisting of his
mother and five children. In this way he worked hard and earnestly
until he was nineteen.

Mr. Ferber has a record as a soldier of the Union army which will
always be cherished by his descendants. At the age of nineteen he
enlisted in the Nintj Wisconsin Infantry, and saw 31/4 years of active
service. He was in many of the notable campaigns of the South, and at
the close of the war he laid down his arms and came home with health
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much impaired by his hardships. After resting a year he went out to
California with his brother Alec and for three years they worked at
the logging business. After coming back to Sauk County George Ferber
bought a farm, and in the fall of 1870 he was joined by his brother
Alec. Two years later Alec sold his interest in the place to George,
and the latter then had active charge and continued farming as his
vocation until about nine years ago. He then sold his farm, which had
greatly increased in value in the meantime, and has since lived in '

Sauk City.
In 1873 Mr. Ferber married Miss Louisa Meyer. She died in 1890,

leaving six children: George, who is unmarried and lives in Sumpter
Township; Henry, a machinist living at Milwaukee and married; Millie,
wife of Anton Dietrichson, a resident of Payette, Idaho, and they have
three children; Clara, deceased; Walter, who is a Government employe
in Washington; Louis, who is unmarried and living in Chicago, where
he is connected with the postoffice. In 1893, Mr. Ferber married Anna
B. Myer. One child was born of that union, Alec, who is married and
lives in Sauk City. All the children were well educated in the public
schools of Sauk City. Louis also spent two years in the Toland Business
College at La Crosse.

Mr. Ferber has had much to do with public affairs in his section of
the county. For ten years he served as school clerk, was on the town
board six years, was a member of the village board in Sauk City seven
years, and for nineteen years was on the Farmers Insurance Board.
Fraternally he is affiliated with the Woodmen of the World.

PAUL CAHOON is both a farmer and business man and has exempli-
fied the progressive spirit which has put Sauk County far ahead in the
matter of agriculture and agricultural organization and system.

He is also an auctioneer by profession, but his chief business has
been centered around farm enterprise. He was born in Baraboo Town-
ship of Sauk County February 23, 1875, was educated in the public
schools and grew up in a rural community. In 1900 Mr. Cahoon bought
the farm he now owns in Baraboo Township. It comprises 120 acres,
and has become highly developed under his direction in the way of
first class improvements.

Mr. Cahoon and two of his neighbors built the first three concrete
silos in Baraboo Township. He is a dairyman and keeps a herd of fine
Jerseys. In 1915 the farmers of about twenty-two counties in Wiscon-
sin organized a packing company, with plant at Madison, known as the
Farm Cooperative Packing Company. Mr. Cahoon under the auspices
of the organization established the shipping association of the company
during 1916-17. He is also one of the organizers of the Excelsior
Creamery Cooperative Company of Baraboo and served as its treasurer
for about nine years. This is a consolidation of several creameries in
and around Baraboo, and one of them was known as the Excelsior
Creamery, and that name was taken for the larger association. Mr.
Cahoon was a member of the building committee which established the
fine plant at Baraboo.

Paul Cahoon is a son of Levi and Willie Ann (Wells) Cahoon. His
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father was one of the pioneers of Sauk County, and extended reference
to his career and family history will be found on other pages. His
mother, who was born in Walworth County, Wisconsin, July 4, 1846,
and died at Baraboo June 13, 1905, was an early day teacher in Sauk
County. His father cleared up 215 acres of land in the woods of Bara-
boo Township. His later years have been spent in retirement and he
now resides at Baraboo. Paul was the fourth in a family of six sons.
The oldest, Wells, was killed in a railroad accident in 1892, when about
twenty-five years of age. Concerning Wilber, a farmer of Baraboo
Township, mention is made on other pages. Lee H. went to the North-
west when about eighteen years of age and has since become an ex-
tensive farmer, horse dealer and cattle feeder in Montana. Roger, the
next younger than Paul, is a physician at Baraboo. Ora, the youngest,
was graduated from the Baraboo High School at the age of seventeen,
the University of Wisconsin at twenty-one, and then worked on the
ranch of his brother. By profession he is an electrical engineer and
served at one time as superintendent of the electric light plant at
Chippewa Falls, subsequently was with the large Moline factory, and
is now at Chicago, employed as an expert by the Sturdevant Company,
manufacturing motors for aeroplanes and submarines for the Govern-
ment.

Mr. Paul Cahoon served as treasurer of Baraboo Township for three'
years and is an independent in politics. He is affiliated with Baraboo
Lodge No. 234, Ancient Free and Accepted Masons, with the Knights of
Pythias at Baraboo and the Modern Woodmen of America. He was
married in 1895 to Miss Myrtie Spencer, daughter of Charles Spencer
and a granddaughter of Thomas Spencer, one of the pioneers of Sauk
County. Mr. and Mrs. Cahoon have four children: Ruth, who grad-
uated from the Baraboo High School in 1917; Horace, who has com-
pleted the work of the Baraboo public schools and is now in Company
I, Sixth National Guards of Wisconsin; Ethel, a junior in high school;
and Myrna, also in the public schools.

CHARLES L. SPENCER, a veteran of the Civil war and for over half
a century a resident of Sauk County, is now living retired at Baraboo.

He has lived in Wisconsin since childhood, and was born in Madison
County, New York, in 1842. His great-grandfather, Samuel Spencer,
was a soldier in the Revolutionary army in the struggle for inde-
pendence. His grandfather, Reuben Spencer, was married February
22, 1807, to Nancy Chapman, and they removed from Connecticut to
the vicinity of Oneida Lake in New York.

Thomas H. Spencer, father of Charles L., was born in Connecticut
October 1, 1813, and was married August 16, 1841, to Miss Nancy Maria
Maynard, who was born in Massachusetts February 15, 1819. In 1850
Thomas H. Spencer moved to Wisconsin and in 1861 located in Sauk
County on a farm 31/2 miles west of the City of Baraboo. He was a
practical farmer and spent his last years in retirement at Baraboo, where
he died in 1897. His wife passed away in 1886. Their children were:
Charles; Julia, born October 14, 1843; Maude A., born June 26, 1846;
Louisa, born March 14, 1848; Nancy Jane, born February 14, 1850;
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Laura A., born March 18, 1852; Sidney, born April 13, 1855; Martha,
born May 8, 1857; Thomas M. and John W., twins, born September 7,
1858; and Mary, born February 28, 1860.

When Charles I. Spencer was eight years old his parents removed
from New York to Waukesha County, Wisconsin, and two years later to
Lodi, Wisconsin. He there attended school and in 1857 removed to
Caledonia in Columbia County, Wisconsin. In 1861 he came to Sauk
County, and after living here about two years enlisted, on July 4, 1863,
in Company C of the First Wisconsin Heavy Artillery. Mr. Spencer
saw two years and three months of active service in the Union army and
was not granted his discharge until November 21, 1865, some months
after the close of actual hostilities. For years he has been a member of
the Grand Army Post at Baraboo.

After the war he returned to Sauk County and took up farming.
He still has his well improved farm of eighty-five acres but since 1910
has lived retired at Baraboo. Politically he is a republican.

On December 28, 1868, Mr. Spencer married Miss Salena Jones, who
was born in Walworth County, Wisconsin, in 1850, a daughter of David
and Maria (Delap) Jones, both natives of New York State. Her
parents removed to Walworth County, Wisconsin, locating on a farm,
and in 1854 came to Sauk County, where her father died April 3,
1861, at the age of forty-one. Her mother attained the age of eighty-
four and died May 9, 1916. Mrs. Spencer was the oldest of eight chil-
dren, the others being Elizabeth, Abbie, Rosa, David, Fred and Byrd.

Mr. and Mrs. Spencer have four children: Rosette, Arthur, Myrtie,
wife of Mr. Paul Cahoon, and Charles Hardy. Rosette is the wife of
Fred Burdick, of Baron County, Wisconsin. Their children are named
Harold, Irwin, Lester, Willis, Cecil and Helen Salina. Charles Hardy,
who occupies his father's farm in Baraboo Township, married Gladys
Pearson, a daughter of C. L. Pearson, formerly state senator. Their
four children are named Charles Lavern, Thomas Hardy, Ruth Blanche
and Pearson.

JOSEPH E. PREMO. The old pioneer family of Premo, which was
established in Sauk County in 1850, has among its worthy representa-
tives some of the leading men of this section, one of whom is Joseph E.
Premo, who is well known in this section of the state in the livestock
industry. Mr. Premo was born in Merrimac Township, Sauk County,
June 17, 1864. His parents were Charles and Eliza Ann (Astle) Premo.

.Charles Premo was born in 1835, in the State of New York, and died
on his farm in Sauk Ciounty in 1901. He was a son of Joseph and
Melvina (Delegerie) Premo, both of whom were born in France. In
1850 they came to Sauk County and located first in Sumpter Township,
improved property in the county and he died in Merrimac Township in
1877 and his wife died in 1880. He married Eliza Ann Astle, who was
born in England in 1837, a daughter of William Astle, and died in
Sumpter Township in 1903. Of their family of eight children three
survive, namely: Stephen, Joseph E. and William H., and the follow,
ing are deceased: Sarah, Elizabeth, Herman, Ada and George.

Joseph E. Premo obtained his education in the public schools of

875



HIISTORY OF SAUK COUNTY

Sumpter Township. Under the supervision of his father he learned the
principles of agriculture and when ready to enter upon business life
for himself found his knowledge thorough and practical.

In 1901 Mr. Premo bought his first farm, consisting of 103 acres
situated in Baraboo Township, near Devil's Lake. In 1908 he bought
the farm in Greenfield Township that is now owned by his brother
William, to whom he sold it in 1912, when he bought the old Albert
McGilvra farm of seventy-two acres and also a tract of twenty-five
acres in Greenfield Township. This was followed by a purchase of
twenty acres located within the city limits of Baraboo, being a part of
the Stanley farm. Mr. Premo devotes the larger part of his acreage to
the maintenance of his extensive stock and cattle industries. For six-
teen years he has been a heavy breeder of Poland China hogs and Shrop-
shire sheep, and he stands among the foremost in this part of
Wisconsin as a successful breeder of Shorthorn cattle. He has made ade-
quate provision and many improvements of his different properties,
insuring the best of conditions for his valuable stock. Mr. Premo is
a man of enterprise and belongs to the modern type of agriculturist,
to which not only the United States but the world is turning an anxious
eye in anticipation of future needs.

Mr. Premo was married May 2, 1892, to Miss Emma E. Fowler, who
was born near Lansing, Clinton County, Michigan, September 8, 1870.
She is a daughter of Dr. John and Mary (Blodgett) Fowler. Doctor
Fowler and wife had four children, namely: Eva, who is the wife of
John Searls and lives in Montana; James; Emma E., who is the wife
of Joseph E. Premo; Dora, who died at the age of three years. Doctor
Fowler, father of Mrs. Premo, was born in England in 1842 and her
mother was born in Ohio in 1841. They came to Prairie du Sac, Wis-
consin, in 1882, and there Doctor Fowler engaged in the practice of
medicine for three years.. In 1885 he came to Baraboo for a time and
then went back to Michigan, his earlier home, where he practiced one
year more and then returned to Baraboo. Here he died June 21, 1916,
his wife passing away at Baraboo in 1899. Six children have been
born to Mr. and Mrs. Premo, as follows: Ada May, who is a graduate
of the Greenfield public school, the Baraboo High School and the State
Normal at Plattville, Wisconsin, and she taught school most acceptably
for two years; Flora, Charles and Alice, all of whom have creditably
completed their public school courses in the grade schools and the latter
became a student in the Baraboo High School in 1917; Selinda Bernice;
and Nellie Margaret, who died in infancy.

Mr. Premo is nominally a republican in politics but is a man well
able to do his own thinking and on many subjects entertains inde-
pendent ideas that regulate his support of political candidates at times.
He has never been desirous of political honors for himself but once con-
sented to serve as road overseer in Baraboo Township and has always
displayed a commendable interest in the public schools.

SAMUEL P. SEARLE. Of the men who have actively participated in
the agricultural transformation of Sauk County during the past half
century none are better or more favorably known than Samuel P. Searle,
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of Delton Township. Mr. Searle has had a long and active career and

for a number of years has been in a position where he might retire and
enjoy financial independence.

Mr. Searle is a native of England, where he was born April 19,

1847. His parents were William and Ann (Pollard) Searle, both

natives of England and of English ancestry. In 1859 they crossed

the ocean with their family to Quebec, soon came to the United States,

spending about two months at London, Ohio, then went to Rockford,
Illinois, and in 1860 to Mauston, Juneau County, Wisconsin. Still

later they located in Columbia County, Wisconsin, and in October, 1867,

established their home in Delton Township of Sauk County. Here the

father bought the eighty acres now owned by his son Samuel and also

eighty acres which he subsequently sold and is now owned by Edward

Terry. The father acquired another farm of eighty acres and later a

place of 160 acres in Excelsior Township. He was a very practical

business man and to his qualifications as a farmer he added the ex-

perience and skill of a veterinary surgeon. During the American Civil

war he was in active service one year, enlisting in the Tenth Battery of

Light Artillery, with which he went to St. Louis and subsequently

transferred to the Ninth Battery and crossed the plains to Pike's Peak

on an expedition against the Indians. He died in Sauk County in

December, 1891, at the age of eighty-two. His wife passed away March

26, 1874. In politics he was a republican and a member of the Epis-

copal Church. He and his wife had the following children: John,

deceased; George, who became a sailor and died and was buried at

Havana, Cuba; Samuel, who was third in age; Elizabeth, who died

in 1916; and William Francis, a resident of Barron County, Wisconsin.

Samuel P. Searle was twelve years of age when he came with his

parents to America. He had received his first instruction in the schools

of England, and for a brief time attended school in this country. At

the age of fifteen he tried to enlist in the Union army, but was rejected

on account of his extreme youth. His early life was spent on a farm

and farming became his permanent calling in life. He still owns and

occupies the eighty acres of the old homestead acquired by his father

fifty years ago and he has added to this forty acres. The passing of

years has brought many improvements through his hands, and in his

earlier and more active years he spent many weary days cutting down

trees and grubbing up stumps. He has most of the land under cultiva-

tion, improved with good buildings, and is one of the leading general

farmers and stock raisers in Delton Township. He has served as town-

ship supervisor and was chairman of the board for three years. Po-

litically he is a republican.
On June 4, 1874, Mr. Searle married Miss Constantine Welch, who

died September 25, 1880, leaving two children: Louis Claude and Grace

Ann, the latter the wife of James Fry, son of A. H. Fry. Louis Claude,

when fourteen years old, suffered the loss of a leg and at the age of

sixteen he attended a school of telegraphy. At the age of eighteen he'

started in as a telegraph operator, and is now train dispatcher at Three
Forks, Montana.

On December 25, 1882, Mr. Searle married for his second wife Melissa
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Graves. She was born in Delton Township of Sauk County April 21,
1859, and belongs to one of the pioneer families of Sauk County. Herparents were Willett Johnson and Rebecca (Murphy) Graves, the formera native of New York and the latter of Pennsylvania. They came to
Sauk County when young people, were married here, and after theirmarriage they located in Delton Township, where her father followedfarming actively until his death in 1883, at the age of sixty-three.Mrs. Searle's mother died in Baraboo in 1912, at the advanced age ofseventy-nine. Mrs. Searle was one of nine children: Carrie, Lettie,
George, Melissa, Moses, Daniel, Arthur, Mary and Albert. Mrs. Searle'sfather was for a number of years a member of the school board inDelton Township.

To Mr. and Mrs. Searle were born nine children: Clara, the oldest,is the wife of Clyde McFarland, of Tacoma, Washington, and they havea daughter, Catherine; Catherine, the second child, was formerly ateacher and is now the wife of John Owen, their home being in the State
of Oregon; Martha married Otto Powell and they have two children,
William Searle and Arlene; Jennie is a graduate of the Reedsburg
Training School and has been a successful teacher for eight years;Samuel P. is a graduate of the Baraboo Business College and lives atMilwaukee; William is still at home; Eva Belle died in infancy; Howard
died at the age of six years; and Ruth, the youngest, is now in the juniorclass of the Baraboo High School.

JAMES W. DIBBLE. Through three successive generations members
of the Dibble family have been connected with the boot and shoe mak-
ing trade in Sauk County. James W. Dibble is a son of a pioneershoemaker of Baraboo, and he himself followed that business througn-
out his active career but is now living retired. His son still continues
the trade in Baraboo.

For sixty-seven years a resident of Sauk County and an honored
veteran of the Civil war, James W. Dibble was born at Danbury, Con-necticut, February 2, 1845, a son of James S. and Julia (Johnson)
Dibble. His parents arrived in Baraboo July 7, 1850, when that city
was a mere village and when most of the surrounding country was awilderness. James S. Dibble worked at his trade as a shoemaker inthe employ of Andrew Anders for a number of years. Both he and hiswife died in Baraboo. They had three children: Julius R., who becamea soldier in the Civil war and died at St. Louis while still in the army,
in 1863; Jasper Rufus, who died at Baraboo in 1897; and James W.

James W. Dibble was five years of age when brought to Baraboo.
The family had made the journey from Milwaukee to this frontier town
with covered wagons. He attended some of the first public schools atBaraboo and was still a youth of eighteen when on December 16, 1863
he enlisted in Company F of the Third Wisconsin Cavalry. He was
with that splendid regiment during its later service in the war, and heperformed all the arduous duties assigned to him and gave nearly two
years of his young life to the cause. He was mustered out in October,
1865, and then returned to Baraboo and began active work as a shoe-
maker. For thirty-four years he was connected with the Marriott Shoe
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Company. For about twelve years he lived at Bloomer in Chippewa
County, Wisconsin, where he also followed his trade and on returning
to Baraboo he began work with the E. G. Marriott Shoe Company and
was with them continuously until quite recently, when he retired, after
having been a follower of his trade for nearly half a century.

Mr. Dibble has been a loyal republican since he followed the flag
of the Union during the Civil war. He is now commander of Joe
Hooker Post No. 9, Grand Army of the Republic, Department of Wis-
consin, and has served as its commander three different years and as
chaplain two years.

Mr. Dibble was married December 25, 1867, to Miss Ella M. Bailey.
Mrs. Dibble was born in New York State November 3, 1849, a daughter
of John I. and Sophronia Ann (Cotton) Bailey. Her parents came
from Ohio to Merrimack, Sauk County, Wisconsin, in 1856. Her father
bought a farm in Merrimack Township, but that being insufficient for
his purposes he rented more land and became one of the substantial
agriculturists of that vicinity. In 1865 John L. Bailey enlisted for
service in the Union army, although he was then past military age.
He served as a quartermaster and was with the army until 1866. Re-
turning to Sauk County, he lived an active life as a farmer until he
retired. He spent sixteen years at Lyons and finally met with a rail-
way accident which made him helpless during his last six years. He
died at the home of his daughter Mrs. Dibble in July, 1913. In Decem-
ber of that year he would have celebrated his ninety-third birthday.
Mrs. Dibble's mother died at Baraboo in 1909, at the age of eighty-eight.
They were married in Chautauqua County, New York, May 7, 1843,
in 1849 moved to Ohio, and in 1856 came to Sauk County, Wisconsin.
To make the journey from Ohio to Wisconsin required twenty-six days.
John L. Bailey was born in Yates County, New York, December 21,
1821, and his wife was born there February 11, 1821. Their children
were four in number: Joanna Adaline, who was born March 19, 1844,
now deceased; Ella Marie, born November 3, 1849; Burton B., born
July 1, 1854, and died November 26, 1900; and Eliza Annette, born June
9, 1862, and died in 1865.

The only son of Mr. Dibble is Howard Lynn. He was born July
7, 1870, and was reared and educated at Bloomer in Chippewa County.
He married Lavina LaBell, of that county. She was born in Bloomer
and was a school teacher there before her marriage. Howard L. Dibble
served as town clerk of Bloomer for a number of years. Like his father
and grandfather he is a shoemaker by trade and now conducts a shop
at Baraboo and is enjoying a prosperous business. He and his wife have
six children, named Harry L., Maud, Ned, Glenn, Ella and Catherine.

GEORGE A. GROSS is one of the oldest native sons of Merrimack
Township, Sauk County. His life and its chief activities have been
passed in that community, and he first gained success as a practical
agriculturist and later has applied his time and capital to business
enterprises in the Village of Merrimack.

His birth occurred in 1851, on a farm three miles south of that vil-
lage. The township was then known as Kingston. He is a son of
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Andrew and Margaret (Keitel) Gross. His parents were both born in
Wurtemberg, his father in 1811 and his mother in 1813. In that year
of the German revolution, 1848, they immigrated to America, having.
married in the old country. From August of that year until the fol-
lowing spring they lived at Sauk City. Early in 1849 they moved to
Kingston Township and lived on rented land. While there Andrew
Gross built one or two log houses and was there about two years. His
home was near the bluff. He bought land from the Government, pay-
ing $50 for forty acres. He and Mr. Keitel acquired together three
forty-acre tracts, and then divided them. In 1875 Andrew Gross bought
what was known as the Colborn farm, where his son John now lives.
Andrew Gross succeeded by hard work in acquiring a competence, and
died in 1882, a highly respected citizen. He went through all the
pioneer experiences. In the early days he used oxen to break the land
and perform the other heavy work of clearing and cultivating. Many
weary days he swung the cradle or the scythe in harvesting his grain.
His surplus produce was hauled to Madison. Mrs. Andrew Gross died
in 1887. From the time of her husband's death she made her home
with her daughter, Sophia. They had three children, George being
the oldest. John, who lives in Sumpter Township, is the father of
seven children, two daughters and five sons. Sophia, the only daughter,
is the wife of August Borchers, living at Lavalle in Sauk County. They
have four daughters.

Mr. George Gross grew up in the Township of Merrimack and at-
tended the local schools. His knowledge of farming came by practical
experience under the direction of his father, and he spent most of his
time at home until his marriage in 1880, at the age of twenty-nine.

The maiden name of his wife was Frances Roick, daughter of Charles
Roick and a sister of Henry Roick of Baraboo. Mr. and Mrs. Gross
after their marriage located on the Gaunt farm, where he bought 120
acres. That was his home until 1889, when he bought the Sheppard
farm a mile west of the Village of Merrimack. This furnished him
scope and opportunity for his successful efforts as an agriculturist
and he remained there until 1913, in which year he moved into the
Village of Merrimack.

Mr. Gross was supervisor of the town board about twenty years,
served as assessor two years and town clerk two years. He was on the
school board of district No. 5 for nine years. He and his family attend
the Methodist Church, and in politics he is a democrat.

He and his good wife are the parents of four children, Herbert,
Waldo, Salina and Ervin. Herbert alone is married. He was well
educated in Merrimack Township and also attended high school at
Prairie du Sac. For six years he was a successful teacher after grad-
uating, spending two years in Sauk County and four years in Green
Bay. In June, 1911, Mr. George Gross bought the Merrimack Lumber
Company and installed his son Herbert as active manager. Herbert
has proved a very progressive young business man, and for the past
three years has had the active assistance and co-operation of his father
in managing this enterprise.

The son Waldo finished the course of the township schools and took,
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two courses in the agricultural department of the University of Wis-
consin at Madison. He is now assistant cashier of the First State Bank
of Burlington, North Dakota. The daughter, Salina, graduated from
the Baraboo High School and in 1914 finished a four years' course in
the University of Madison. She is now teaching at Spring Green.
Ervin, the youngest child, attended school in Sumpter Township, finish-
ing at the Lodi High School, and is now completing an agricultural
course in the state university. The son Herbert married Agnes Schleuter,
whose parents came from Westphalia, Germany.

JOHN MEYER. One of the best known citizens of Sauk County was
the late John Meyer, whose last years were spent at Sauk City. Mr.
Meyer was of German birth, had the characteristics of the Bavarian and
by unlimited industry and perseverance he developed a home for him-
self in the wilds of Wisconsin and lived to prosper and to enjoy the
respect and esteem of his fellow men to the full.

His birth occurred in Bavaria February 24, 1823, and though his
years were filled with labor and useful toil he lived to be nearly ninety-
four years old. He died at Sauk City January 12, 1917. He was the
oldest of the family of six brothers and one sister. One brother is still
living.

In his native land he was given a good secular and Christian train-
ing, and made a thorough study of agriculture. Agriculture was his
line of endeavor while he lived in Germany and he left the old country
in 1850, at the age of twenty-seven. With a party of friends he came
to America, first locating at Pittsburg, where he found some relatives.
In that city he remained until 1853. That year'was marked by a visit
back to his old home in Germany, but in the fall he returned to Pitts-
burg and there he met and on May 16, 1854, married Margaret Reiser.

A short time after their marriage Mr. and Mrs. John Meyer made the
journey to Central Wisconsin. They traveled by train as far as Madi-
son, but from there it was necessary to take a wagon and team and
journey through the woods into the wilderness of Sauk City. A yoke of
oxen drew the wagon, and at Sauk City they found themselves almost
on the frontier of civilization. Two years later John Meyer bought
a tract of land in Troy Township in the neighborhood of Fairy Bluff on
the Wisconsin River. For over thirty years he remained there, patiently
working out his destiny as a home maker and farmer. In the early days
before railroads were built in Sauk County he hauled his grain a dis-
tance of thirty-four miles to the City of Madison, and he used oxen
for a number of years. In 1889 Mr. Meyer retired from active labors
and responsibilities as a farmer and moved to Sauk City, where he had
his home for nearly thirty years. He was able to take life at leisure
but he was never an idle man and busied himself with gardening and
with other occupations which made his old age pleasant and not without
some contribution to the work of the world.

Mrs. John Meyer died in 1904. Eight children were born to their
union, one of whom died in infancy, while a son, Thomas, died April
14, 1916. The other children are all living: John P. is a retired farmer
living at Sauk City, and by his marriage to Emma Genz has three chil-
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dren, Mamie, Meta and Gilbert. Anna married George Strober, a re-
tired farmer living at Sauk City. Jacob C. is unmarried and has found
his work chiefly on the old homestead, where he still lives. He is now
retired from the heavier part of farming and also does a business as a
grain dealer. Conrad J. is a successful merchant at Kiel, Wisconsin,
where he iA in partnership with his brother George. He married Lil-
lian Shumacher and has one child. George P. is in business at Kiel with
his brother and by his marriage to Florence Bickford has two children.
Minnie, the youngest of the children, is unmarried and lives at the old
home with her brother Jacob.

John Meyer was a man whose interests caused him to do what he
could to support community enterprises. He served as school clerk and
also as road overseer. He always voted the republican ticket and kept
himself well informed on public matters. He and his wife were active
members of the German Reformed Church.

GEORGE B. McGILVRA. Some of the leading representatives of farm-
ing in Sauk County have been contributed by the Empire State, and
those who have come from that commonwealth have founded families
whose members have taken positions of importance in various localities.
In this classification is found George B. McGilvra, a substantial citizen
and skilled and progressive agriculturist of Greenfield Township. Mr.
McGilvra, while a native of New York, has spent practically his entire
life in Sauk County, as he was an infant when brought here by his
parents, and, therefore by education and training is a real Sauk County
man. He has been a representative of the best element to be found in
this rich agricultural district, and has had a hand in the shaping of its
civic affairs, being at the present time chairman of the township board
of supervisors.

George B. McGilvra was born June 26, 1853, in Herkimer County,
New York, and is a son of Seth and Seviah (Farington) McGilvra,
both of whom were born in the same county. His father had followed
farming in the East until 1853, with but moderate success, and in that
year came to Sauk County, buying a tract of land in Greenfield Toi-n-
ship. He returned to New York and in April, 1854, he brought his
family to Sauk County. During the remainder of his life he made his
home here, continuing to add to his holdings until he had accumulated
some 400 acres of land. He was an industrious farmer, who made the
most of his opportunities and as a citizen held an honored place in
the community. His death occurred at his home, which was located
near the Fair Grounds, in Baraboo Township February 22, 1905. His
first wife died in 1859, leaving two children: George. B. and Albert D.,
and for his second wife he wedded Mary Ann Huntington, who bore him
two children: Seviah and Emma. His third wife was, before their
marriage, Mary Cranson, and they also had two children: Avis and
Sarah.

The home farm, upon a part of which George B. McGilvra now
resides, was the scene of his boyhood activities, and he was brought up
in a family which was taught to have a love for truth, industry and
honorable dealing. He was given his educational training in the public
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